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contracting with disadvantaged businesses. Sub-
sequently, the agencies will be required to sub-
mit annual reports on their ongoing efforts in
this area to the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to ensure at the highest
levels the executive branch will sustain on un-

flagging and aggressive efforts to achieve this
important goal.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 2000
October 6, 2000

Warm greetings to all those observing Yom
Kippur.

This Day of Atonement, the most solemn of
all the days of the Jewish calendar, is a time
for intense prayer, fasting, and reflection. For
the duration of Yom Kippur, Jews across Amer-
ica and around the world separate themselves
from the comforts and distractions of everyday
life to focus on repairing their relationship with
God. It is a time to look back on the failures
and transgressions of the past year, to make
amends, and to seek God’s forgiveness.

In neighborhoods across our nation, as Jewish
families gather for Yom Kippur services, they

offer people of all faiths an extraordinary wit-
ness. They remind us of the power of faith
that changes lives, the love of family that
strengthens spirits, and the blessing of God’s
forgiveness that allows us to repent of our sins
and begin anew.

At this difficult time for all of us who have
worked for peace, let us pray for an end to
the violence and for a new beginning in the
Middle East. Hillary joins me in extending best
wishes to all for a meaningful Yom Kippur.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks at an AFL–CIO Reception
October 6, 2000

Thank you. Well, first of all, madam, I want
to thank you for letting all these fairly scruffy
characters come in your home. [Laughter] Many
of us are well-accompanied, though. [Laughter]

You know, I was thinking. We had Morty
and Linda and John and I up here talking. This
is an introduction that looks like America. We
span these vast ethnic gaps. We had an Irish-
Catholic and Irish-Protestant at the end.
[Laughter] Thank you, Morty, and thank you
for having us here, and thank you for being
such good friends to me.

You know, I really believe in this issue. John
and I worked very hard together to beat that
initiative in California a couple of years ago.
And we raised money, and you all spent it very
well—[laughter]—and intelligently. I mean that,
intelligently. And you won, and I think you’ll
win again.

But I just wanted to say a couple of things
about the environment in which this debate will
take place. One is I will never be able to thank
you enough for the support that you’ve given
to me and the Vice President, Hillary, our whole
crowd these last 8 years. It’s been a joy.

One of my objectives when I became Presi-
dent was to take away the ability of our friends
in the other party to demonize us just for being
what we are, for being the progressive party.
And I was determined I would take away the
budget issue; I would take away the crime issue;
I would take away the welfare issue; I would
take away the foreign policy issue; and I would
do it in a responsible, progressive way, but that
we would not be vulnerable on these things
anymore.

And I was determined that, if we could turn
this economy around, the Republicans would
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never be able to make a lot of hay with their
sort of knee-jerk, anti-union propaganda. And
I think it’s pretty well happened. There are no
votes in America for running against people be-
cause they organize themselves into labor groups
to protect the interests of their members and
their families and working people at large. There
is just not any votes in that anymore. Anybody
that responds to that kind of stuff anymore,
they weren’t ever going to be for us anyway.

I hope that I have helped you not only on
the specific things we fought for and the specific
things we stopped from happening but in chang-
ing the climate in America so that America’s
labor leaders and rank-and-file men and women
in the unions can not only feel proud of the
organizations they’re a part of but feel that
they’re not going to be looked at in some preju-
diced and unfair way by their fellow citizens.
And I think we’re just about there.

I also have to say I think your own leadership
deserves a lot of credit for that. I think you
deserve a lot of credit for that, John. I think
all of you have been so smart in the way you’ve
taken the issues that you care about to the
American people.

I think that if you look at how the parallel
initiative was defeated in California 2 years ago,
basically what you made sure of was that every-
body knew what it really did, not what they
said it did, and understood what the con-
sequences of its passage were. And I think that’s
the same way you’ve got to be to win in Oregon.
But I think it is also a metaphor for what this
whole election ought to be about.

The reason that I felt good about the Presi-
dential debate is that I thought the Vice
President not only acquitted himself well but
had an opportunity to clearly state his position
and what the differences were on several issues.
The reason we had a good convention is that
we had a chance to clearly state not only where
we were 8 years ago and where we are now
but exactly what we would try to do if the
American people ratified the progress of the
last 8 years by electing Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman and all of our candidates to the Sen-
ate and House that we hope will win.

So that’s the only other thing I would say.
I think that we now know that the American
people feel secure enough that, even if they’re
not sure we’re right on certain things, they will
give us a hearing. And we know that we want

clarity on the issues and the choices and the
consequences far greater than our opponents.
They want to kind of fuzz the issues and the
differences. What does that tell you about where
the American people would be if they under-
stand not only this issue but the issues in the
Presidential race and the congressional races?

So I would just like to urge you all to be
of good cheer. You know, for the first 6 months
of this year, I was a little lonely. I was kind
of like the little happy camper—[laughter]—
going around the country telling everybody not
to worry; it was all going to be all right. Every-
thing is going to be fine. The underlying cir-
cumstances were good. Our candidates were
good. It was going to be all right. Now, it looks
like it’s going to be all right. [Laughter]

But we’ve got to be clear here. We’ve got
to be very disciplined. We’re often arrayed
against greater money, but we’ve all learned.
They outspent us $100 million 2 years ago, and
we won anyway, because we had clarity. People
understood what the choice was, what the con-
sequences were. They had a fair grasp of what
was at issue.

If the people in Oregon have a fair grasp
of what is at issue in this, you’ll win here just
like you did in California. And if they have
a fair grasp of what is at issue in the Presidential
races and the pivotal congressional races, we’ll
do just fine there, too.

The only other thing I’d like to say on a
purely personal note is that a lot of you have
gone out of your way to help Hillary in New
York, and it means more to me than I will
ever be able to say, and you will be very, very
proud of her when she gets elected.

Thank you, and bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Morton Bahr, president, Communications Work-
ers of America, and his wife, Florence; and John
J. Sweeny, president, and Linda Chavez-Thomp-
son, vice president, AFL–CIO. The President also
referred to California Proposition 34 and Oregon
Ballot Measure 92, measures to prohibit using
payroll deductions for political purposes without
written employee consent.
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Remarks at a Reception for Representative Tom Udall
October 6, 2000

Thank you very much, Mark. Thank you, Jill.
I’d like to thank some other Members of Con-
gress who have joined us tonight. Representative
Nancy Pelosi from California, thank you for
being here. I don’t know if they’re still here,
but I saw Representative Nick Rahall from West
Virginia and Representative Brad Sherman from
California. Thank you, Brad. And I know Brian
Baird from Washington was here and has left.
But I want to thank all of them.

You know what I was thinking about when
I was getting ready to come up here? Look
at all the young people. People say they’re wor-
ried about American politics. Folks, it’s 10
o’clock on Friday night, and we’ve got all these
young people at a political rally. I mean, this
country is in good shape. I’m not worried about
anything. You’re doing great.

Let me say very briefly, it’s late. I want to
tell you, first of all, why I’m late here. Starting
about 2 o’clock today, my schedule was knocked
an hour off, and I haven’t caught up since for
a very good reason. After several days, the deep,
profound grassroots demand of the people of
Serbia for democracy resulted in Mr. Milosevic
tonight publicly acknowledging that his oppo-
nent, Mr. Kostunica, has won the election for
President.

I say that to say the great lion’s share of
the credit belongs to the people of Serbia who,
first of all, showed up with a 75 percent turnout,
after we had been told for years and years that
they were listless and divided and wouldn’t show
up; 75 percent of them showed up and in an
environment that is somewhat less than conge-
nial.

And then they had a leader, a leader who
has often publicly disagreed with me and our
policy, who is a patriotic nationalist of his coun-
try, but who believes in the rule of law and
the primacy of the democratic process. And Mr.
Kostunica has prevailed in a quiet and dignified
and persistent way. It’s a great tribute to the
people who stood up for freedom in Monte-
negro and Croatia and all of the other countries
of the Balkans and southeastern Europe. And
I do believe that it’s very important that the
United States and our friends have stood for
8 years now against ethnic cleansing and the

killing of innocents and the end of freedom
there.

What we stopped in Bosnia and what has
gotten started, what we reversed in Kosovo and
what has gotten started, I think, were pivotal
to this. And so for freedom-loving people every-
where, this is a night to celebrate, a night of
joy, a night of gratitude.

So even though it’s late, and we’ve been work-
ing on this and the troubling situation in the
Middle East—which I hope and pray will get
better over the weekend—I’m, therefore, a little
tired and perhaps only marginally articulate.
[Laughter] I hope you will indulge me for a
moment.

I’m also honored to be here because I like
the Udall caucus. [Laughter] When I was a boy,
a young man in college—the age of many of
you—and later when I was a young person start-
ing out in public life and a teacher profoundly
interested in the environmental movement,
which really took hold in America in the early
1970’s, the Udall caucus in America then was
Stuart Udall, who was President Kennedy’s Sec-
retary of the Interior, and Mark’s father, Mo
Udall, one of the best, ablest, and certainly one
of the funniest people ever to serve in the
United States House of Representatives.

We were talking about when I had the great
honor of giving Mo the Medal of Freedom. I
thought to myself: I can’t put this in the citation,
but one of the reasons I want him to have
it is, if we laughed more in Washington, we’d
get twice as much done; we’d have fewer head-
aches, fewer ulcers; and we might actually un-
derstand how fortunate we are to be an Amer-
ican and that we have the chance to serve in
public life. Mo Udall always made us laugh.

And when I got here, my staff would tell
me repeatedly all the jokes I couldn’t tell be-
cause they weren’t Presidential. [Laughter] So
I learned to make people laugh by allusion, like
I just did. [Laughter] Now you’re all imagining
every funny joke you ever heard that you can’t
tell in public. [Laughter] So that’s another great
thing we owe to the Udalls.

And it is true that Mark and the whole crowd,
they jumped on me about the Grand Staircase
Escalante, what some people call Red Rock, in
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