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no significant new burdens or unfunded man-
dates for the States or industry that should re-
sult from the Convention. Costs for implementa-
tion of the proposed Convention will be ab-
sorbed within the existing budgets of affected
agencies.

I urge the Senate to act expeditiously in giv-
ing its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 13, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 15.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the Interagency Arctic
Research Policy Committee
September 14, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 108(b) of Public Law

98–373 (15 U.S.C. 4107(b)), I transmit herewith
the Eighth Biennial Report of the Interagency
Arctic Research Policy Committee (February 1,
1998, to January 31, 2000).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

September 14, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 15.

Remarks Welcoming Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee of India
September 15, 2000

It is a special honor to welcome to the White
House the Prime Minister of the world’s largest
democracy.

Prime Minister Vajpayee, America always has
had a great fascination with India, for its rich
history, culture, great religions. And increasingly,
we are fascinated by India when we think in
terms of the future.

We see in India today a rising economic lead-
er, making breathtaking strides in information
technology; an emerging environmental leader,
promoting ambitious goals for energy efficiency;
a pioneering health leader, recently immunizing
140 million children against polio; a leader in
our community of democracies, reminding the
world that freedom is not a western value but
a universal longing.

Mr. Prime Minister, it is not only India’s de-
mocracy but India’s manner of achieving democ-
racy that will forever inspire America.

On my recent trip to India, I was profoundly
moved by the visit that my daughter and our

party and I had to the Gandhi Memorial. To-
morrow I will be proud to join you as you
dedicate another Gandhi Memorial right here
in Washington, DC. It is altogether fitting that
both our nations honor him.

Martin Luther King used Gandhi’s teachings
to show America that, while we held principles
of equality we knew to be right, we permitted
practices of inequality we knew to be wrong,
and we have been changing for the better ever
since.

Mr. Prime Minister, from very different his-
tories, India and the United States have forged
a common bond, arising from our common com-
mitment to freedom and democracy. Our chal-
lenge is to turn our common bond into common
achievements. Today we will continue our work
in areas where the world needs both America
and India to lead if we are to defeat AIDS,
reduce poverty, protect the global environment,
and open the global economy.
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We will discuss our common desire to seek
peace through dialog in South Asia. We will
talk about our common interests in slowing the
spread of nuclear weapons and the broader con-
sequences of proliferation in South Asia. At the
same time, we welcome India’s commitment to
forgo nuclear testing until the treaty banning
all nuclear testing comes into force.

No matter our differences—and two such
large and diverse countries will always have
some differences—as long as we are thinking,
if we speak with care and listen with respect,
we will find common ground and achieve com-
mon aims.

Prime Minister Vajpayee, in your speeches
you talk of India’s ability to cherish its own
marvelous diversity. In your poetry, you write
of the importance of unity, saying that people
of many faiths can have one dream in every
eye.

In America, we too have a dream of unity
amidst our diversity. If people as diverse as we

can affirm our common humanity and share
common dreams, surely we should and can em-
brace common endeavors. Mr. Prime Minister,
I thank you again for the wonderful welcome
you and your people accorded to me, the mem-
bers of my family, and my delegation on our
unforgettable trip to India.

I hope this, too, will be a great trip for you
and that you will feel the warmth of America’s
welcome in return. But more than anything else,
I hope this is the beginning of a long line of
common endeavors.

Thank you for coming here, sir, and welcome
to America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Prime
Minister Vajpayee was accorded a formal welcome
with full military honors. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the Prime Minister.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
of India and an Exchange With Reporters
September 15, 2000

The President. Let me just briefly say, again,
how very pleased I am to have the Prime Min-
ister and his party here in the United States.
He went to the United Nations. He was up
on the Hill yesterday, talking with the leaders
of the Senate and the House. It’s great to have
him here in the White House.

I think we have worked hard together to
move our relationship from one of too little con-
tact and too much suspicion to one of genuine
efforts to build a long-term partnership that is
in the interests of the people of India and the
people of the United States. And I’m encour-
aged, and I’m very appreciative of Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee’s efforts to lead this trans-
formation.

So I want to welcome you again, and thank
you for that, sir.

Prime Minister Vajpayee. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. I am grateful to you for
your kind words and warm hospitality. The pa-
rade was really very impressive. But now we
have some work to perform. With your visit

to India, a beginning has already been made.
We have to pursue that path. Administrations
have been working on different issues, and I
understand that some agreements have already
been arrived at.

As we discuss this, I’m sure differences will
be reduced, and a common ground will emerge.
The Millennium Summit was a wonderful idea.
But the only regret is that the speakers had
only 5 minutes. [Laughter]

The President. Although, if they had longer,
we would still be up there. We wouldn’t be
down here talking. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Vajpayee. [Inaudible]—only of
summit of religious and spiritual leaders were
also good idea. Have them come together and
discuss things and find out that there are more
things in common than the rituals.

India-U.S. Relations
Q. Mr. President, can you say that you have

written a new chapter in the U.S.-India relations
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