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a prison cell. T don’t ask you to forget what
you went through in the bitter years, but I hope
you will go home to Burundi not as prisoners
of the past but builders of the future. I will
say again, if you decide, America and the world
will be with you. But you, and only you, must
decide whether to give your children their own
tomorrows.
Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. in Simba
Hall at the Arusha International Conference Cen-

ter. In his remarks, he referred to President
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda; President
Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania; U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy to Burundi Howard Wolpe; former
President Nelson Mandela of South Africa; Presi-
dent Daniel T. arap Moi of Kenya; President Paul
Kagame of Rwanda; Prime Minister Zenawi Meles
of Ethiopia; Tanzanian representatives to peace
talks Judge Mark Bomani and Judge Joseph S.
Warioba; Rosemary Nyerere, daughter of the late
President Mwalimu Julius Nyerere of Tanzania;
and President Pierre Buyoya of Burundi.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Hosni

Mubarak of Egypt in Cairo
August 29, 2000

Middle East Peace Process

Q. What do you hope to accomplish in this
meeting today, Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Clinton?

President Mubarak. We're going to do our
best to find a solution for the problem in the
Middle East between Israel and the Palestinians.
We are making some consultations so as you
could help the two parties to reach a framework.
It's very important. We hope to finish it by
September. We want that.

Q. Are you hopeful, sir?

President Mubarak. Tm always hopeful. And
I think with the cooperation with the United
States and their support, I think this will be
reached.

President Clinton. 1 think the time is short
for resolving this. And I think all the parties
understand that without the involvement and
leadership and support of Egypt, they won’t be
able to do it. President Mubarak has been crit-
ical to this process for nearly 20 years now,
certainly in all the time that I've been here.
So we're going to work together and see if we
can find a way to help the parties get over
this next big hump.

NoOTE: The exchange began at 7:10 am. at the
Presidential Terminal at Cairo International Air-
port. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of this exchange.

Videotaped Address to the People of Colombia

August 24, 2000

Muy buenas noches. Tomorrow morning I will
travel to your country to bring a message of
friendship and solidarity from the people of the
United States to the people of Colombia and
a message of support for President Pastrana and
for Plan Colombia.

I will be joined on my trip by the Speaker
of our House of Representatives, Dennis
Hastert, and other distinguished Members of
our Congress. We come from different political
parties, but we have a common commitment

to support our friend Colombia. As you struggle
with courage to make peace, to build your econ-
omy, to fight drugs, and to deepen democracy,
the United States will be on your side.

Some of the earliest stirrings of liberty in
Latin America came in Colombia, as the proud
people of Cartagena, of Cali, of Bogota rose
up one after the other to fight for independ-
ence. Now, nearly two centuries later, Colom-
bia’s democracy is under attack. Profits from
the drug trade fund civil conflict. Powerful
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forces make their own law, and you face danger
every day, whether you're sending your children
to school, taking your family on vacation, or
returning to your village to visit your mother
or your father.

The literary genius you call Gabo, your Nobel
laureate, painted a portrait of this struggle in
his book “News of a Kidnapping.” He presented
me with a copy, and his book has touched my
heart. Now I know why he said writing it was
the saddest, most difficult task of his life. And
yet, all across Colombia there are daily profiles
in courage. Mayors, judges, journalists, prosecu-
tors, politicians, policemen, soldiers, and citizens
like you all have stood up to defend your de-
mocracy.

Colombia’s journalists risk their lives daily to
report the news so that powerful people feel
the pressure of public opinion. Their courage
is matched by the bravery of peace activists and
human rights defenders, by reform-minded mili-
tary leaders whose forces are bound by law,
but who must do battle with thugs who subvert
the law. There is also uncommon courage
among the Colombian National Police. They
face mortal danger every moment, as they battle
against drug traffickers.

Tomorrow in Cartagena I will meet with
members of the police and the military and also
with widows of their fallen comrades. The peo-
ple of Colombia are well-known for their resil-
ience, their ability to adapt. But my friends,
enough is enough. We now see millions rising
up, declaring no mas, and marching for peace,
for justice, for the quiet miracle of a normal
life.

That desire for peace and justice led to the
election of President Pastrana. In the United
States, we see in President Pastrana a man who
has risked his life to take on the drug traffickers;
who was kidnapped by the Medellin, but who
kept speaking out. As President, he has contin-
ued to risk his life to help heal his country.
He has built support across party lines for a
new approach in Colombia. The United States
supports President Pastrana, supports Plan Co-
lombia, and supports the people of Colombia.

Let me be clear about the role of the United
States. First, it is not for us to propose a plan.
We are supporting the Colombian plan. You are
leading; we are providing assistance as a friend
and a neighbor.

Second, this is a plan about making life better
for people. Our assistance includes a tenfold
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increase in our support for economic develop-
ment, good governance, judicial reform, and
human rights. Economic development is essen-
tial. The farmers who grow coca and poppy must
have a way to make an honest living if they
are to rejoin the national economy. Our assist-
ance will help offer farmers credit and identify
new products and new markets.

We will also help to build schoolrooms, water
systems, and roads for people who have lost
their homes and their communities. Our assist-
ance will do more to protect human rights. As
President Pastrana said at the White House,
there is no such thing as democracy without
respect for human rights. Today’s world has no
place and no patience for any group that attacks
defenseless citizens or resorts to kidnapping and
extortion. Those who seek legitimacy in Colom-
bian society must meet the standards of those
who confer legitimacy, the good and decent peo-
ple of Colombia.

Our package provides human rights training
for the Colombian military and police and de-
nies U.S. assistance to any units of the Colom-
bian security forces involved in human rights
abuses or linked to abuses by paramilitary
forces. It will fund human rights programs, help
protect human rights workers, help reform the
judicial system, and improve prosecution and
punishment.

Of course, Plan Colombia will also bolster
our common efforts to fight drugs and the traf-
fickers who terrorize both our countries. But
please do not misunderstand our purpose. We
have no military objective. We do not believe
your conflict has a military solution. We support
the peace process. Our approach is both pro-
peace and antidrug.

The concern over illegal drugs is deeply felt
around the world. In my own country, every
year more than 50,000 people lose their lives,
and many more ruin their lives, because of drug
abuse. Still, the devastation of illegal drugs in
Colombia is worse. Drug trafficking and civil
conflict have led together to more than 2,500
kidnappings last year; 35,000 Colombians have
been killed, and a million more made homeless
in the past decade alone.

Drug trafficking is a plague both our nations
suffer and neither nation can solve on its own.
Our assistance will help train and equip Colom-
bia’s counterdrug battalions to protect the Na-
tional Police as they eradicate illicit drug crops
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and destroy drug labs. We will help the Colom-
bian military improve their ability to intercept
traffickers before they leave Colombia. We will
target illegal airstrips, money laundering, and
criminal organizations.

This approach can succeed. Over the last 5
years, the Governments of Peru and Bolivia,
working with U.S. support, have reduced coca
cultivation by more than half in their own coun-
tries, and cultivation fell by almost one-fifth in
the region as a whole.

Of course, supply is only one side of the prob-
lem. The other is demand. I want the people
of Colombia to know that the United States
is working hard to reduce demand here, and
cocaine use in our country has dropped dramati-
cally over the last 15 years. We must continue
our efforts to cut demand, and we will help
Colombia fight the problems aggravated by our
demand.

We can and we must do this together. As
we begin the new century, Colombia must face
not 100 years of solitude, but 100 years of part-
nership for peace and prosperity.

Last year I met some of the most talented
and adorable children in the world from the
village of Valledupar. Ten of them, some as
young as 6 years old, came thousands of miles

with their accordions and their drums, their
bright-colored scarves and their beautiful voices,
to perform for us here at the White House.
They sang “El Mejoral.” They sang “La Gota
Fria.” Everyone who heard them was touched.
Those precious children come from humble
families. They live surrounded by violence. They
don’t want to grow up to be narcotraffickers,
to be guerrillas, to be paramilitaries. They want
to be kings of Vallenato. And we should help
them live their dreams.

Thousands of courageous Colombians have
given their lives to give us all this chance. Now
is the moment to make their sacrifice matter.
It will take vision; it will take courage; it will
take desire. You have all three. In the midst
of great difficulty, be strong of heart. En surcos
de dolores, el bien germina ya.

Viva Colombia. Que Dios los bendiga.

NOTE: The address was videotaped at 9:50 a.m.
in the Map Room at the White House for broad-
cast in Colombia on August 29. The transcript was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
August 29. In his remarks, the President referred
to President Andres Pastrana of Colombia and au-
thor Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

The President’s News Conference With President Andres Pastrana of

Colombia in Cartagena
August 30, 2000

President Pastrana. Good afternoon. On be-
half of all Colombians, it is my great privilege
to welcome to Cartagena President Clinton, who
has been Colombia’s steadfast friend and honors
us enormously with his visit today. I would also
like to welcome the distinguished members of
his delegation, starting with the Republican
Party, the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, a very good friend of Colombia, Dennis
Hastert; and from the Democratic Party, another
great friend of ours, Senator Joseph Biden.

You, Speaker Hastert, are not foreign to Co-
lombia given that you have defended our de-
mocracy for many years now and have guided
the assistance package through the House. Co-
lombia is truly fortunate to have you as a friend,
sir.

Senator Biden, we're also very pleased to have
you once again here in Cartagena. Your under-
standing of the very complex issues related with
Plan Colombia, from human rights to alternative
development, have been crucial.

Senators Bob Graham and Mike DeWine are
also with us today, two individuals who have
led the way in the U.S.-Colombian relations,
providing leadership in both trade and counter-
narcotics. They are with their colleague Senator
Lincoln Chafee, who is visiting Colombia for
the first time. Gentlemen, we are very honored
with your presence.

However, there is a notable absence, that
hurts our hearts, of another friend of Colombia,
Paul Coverdell. His passing last month was a
deeply-felt loss, and I cannot imagine how we
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