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Statement on the Death of Senator Paul Coverdell
July 18, 2000

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Senator Paul Coverdell.

Paul Coverdell spent a lifetime serving the
people of Georgia and our country. He was a
tireless advocate who worked to ensure that
children have access to quality education. And
he was a leader in America’s war against drugs.
As Director of the Peace Corps, he proudly

carried America’s spirit of volunteerism around
the world.

I join all Americans in honoring Paul Cover-
dell for his years of service as a soldier, a public
servant, and a statesman. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his wife, Nancy, his family,
and his many friends.

Remarks on the Middle East Peace Summit and an Exchange With
Reporters in Thurmont, Maryland
July 20, 2000

The President. As all of you know, for the
past 9 days we have been engaged in the most
comprehensive and thorough negotiations ever
between Palestinians and Israelis on the core
issues of their 52-year conflict. The two parties
have been making an intensive effort to resolve
their differences over the most difficult issues.
The gaps remain substantial, but there has been
progress, and we must all be prepared to go
the extra mile.

After a round of intensive consultations
this evening, the parties agreed to stay at
Camp David while I travel to Okinawa for the
G–8 summit. Mr. Lockhart will be able to fill
you in on the details of how this occurred. I
have to take the plane, and I’m running late,
but I do want him to explain what happened.

During the time I am gone, Secretary
Albright will be working with the parties, and
we’ll continue to try to close the gaps. Upon
my return, I will assess the status of the talks.

There should be no illusion about the difficult
task ahead, but there should be no limit to the
effort we’re prepared to make. These are in
fundamental ways the hardest peace issues I
have ever dealt with, but the short answer to
why we’re still here after everybody thought we
were through is that nobody wanted to give
up. After all these years, as hard as these issues
are, they don’t want to give up. And I didn’t

think we should give up, and so we’re still plug-
ging away.

But you should draw no inference from this.
I will observe the news blackout on the details
and will continue to do it, but this is really,
really hard.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, could you say one thing

about your personal involvement here, what you
have invested here personally over the past 9
days, and what it was that led you to conclude
that this phase of the summit is not going to
pan out as you had hoped?

The President. Well, I don’t know that it won’t
now. I think anything I would say about that
would in some way or another violate the prohi-
bitions we have had. I have respected that rigor-
ously. I have asked the other members of the
parties to do so. And I just think any character-
ization or description beyond what I told you—
we all thought it was over, at least now that—
and then we discovered that nobody wanted to
quit. Nobody wanted to give up. And that
should be encouraging.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 a.m. at
Thurmont Elementary School prior to departure
for Okinawa, Japan.
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Statement on the Tokyo, Japan, Group of Eight Meeting
July 20, 2000

At today’s unprecedented meeting in Tokyo,
G–8 leaders met with leaders from developing
nations and representatives from the private sec-
tor and international development institutions.
While I regret that I was unable to participate,
I look forward to hearing from Secretary
Summers and my G–8 colleagues about the dis-
cussion and working to ensure that everyone
benefits from the global economy.

Building on last year’s Cologne debt initiative,
the Okinawa summit will create a framework

to fight infectious disease, increase access to
basic education, and expand opportunity through
information technology. Despite a stronger glob-
al economy, too many people around the world
live every day without essential health care, basic
literacy, or the opportunity to share in the bene-
fits of modern technology. I am committed to
continuing to work closely with America’s part-
ners in the G–8 and the developing world to
address these issues, reduce poverty, fight infec-
tious disease, and increase opportunity for all.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Budget Request for the
District of Columbia
July 20, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 202(c) of the Dis-

trict of Columbia Financial Management and
Responsibility Assistance Act of 1995 and section
446 of the District of Columbia Self-Govern-
mental Reorganization Act as amended in 1989,
I am transmitting the District of Columbia’s Fis-
cal Year 2001 Budget Request Act.

The proposed FY 2001 Budget reflects the
major programmatic objectives of the Mayor, the
Council of the District of Columbia, and the
District of Columbia Financial Responsibility
and Management Assistance Authority. For FY

2001, the District estimates revenue of $5.718
billion and total expenditures of $5.714 billion,
resulting in a budget surplus of $4.128 million.

My transmittal of the District of Columbia’s
budget, as required by law, does not represent
an endorsement of its contents.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 20, 2000.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at the National Peace Memorial Park in Okinawa, Japan
July 21, 2000

First, let me thank the Governor and the
other distinguished officials from Okinawa; the
family members of those whose names are on
this memorial; the distinguished veterans; ladies
and gentlemen. I think I should begin by saying
that in as much as we are here to talk about
the future as well as the past, I think we should
give another round of applause to Machika. [Ap-
plause] She did a fine job and was a great credit
to the students of this island.

I am very honored to be the first American
President to visit Okinawa in 40 years. This
week our partners from the G–8 will come here
to speak many words about the future. I wanted
to come first to this place that speaks so power-
fully in silence about the past, to remember
those who lost their lives here, to honor what
must have been their last wish, that no future
generation ever be forced to share their experi-
ence or repeat their sacrifice.
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