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referred to Mayor John F. Street of Philadelphia,
PA. A reporter referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestinian Authority.

Statement on the White House Commission on Complementary and

Alternative Medicine Policy
July 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of the Chair and the first 10 members
of the White House Commission on Alternative
Medicine. This Commission, created by an Ex-
ecutive order on March 8, 2000, is charged with
developing a set of legislative and administrative
recommendations to maximize the benefits of
complementary and alternative medicine for the
general public.

Each year tens of millions of Americans re-
ceive alternative therapies. The great potential
and possible perils associated with the use of
complementary and alternative medicine have
been well documented. There is no doubt that
these therapies should be held to the same
standard of scientific rigor as more traditional
health care interventions.

If we are going to hold complementary and
alternative therapies to an appropriate standard
of accountability, we need to invest in research
so health care professionals and consumers can
make informed judgments about the appropriate
use of these services. In that vein, we have
worked with Senator Harkin and a bipartisan
coalition of Members of Congress to establish
the NIH Center for Complementary and Alter-

native Medicine to invest resources in scientific
analysis to make such information available.

But we need to do more. We need to be
able to use information about alternative thera-
pies to set the national agenda for the education
and training of health care practitioners in this
field and provide recommendations for advisable
coverage policies for alternative therapies.

I particularly want to applaud the leadership
of Senator Tom Harkin, Senator Barbara Mikul-
ski, Senator Arlen Specter, Senator Harry Reid,
and Congressman Peter DeFazio in advocating
for and finding funding for this Commission.
There is no question in my mind that we would
not be making this announcement without their
tireless efforts. I also want to thank Secretary
Shalala for her commitment to explore all ave-
nues of scientific discovery to help ensure that
Americans have access to the most accountable
and responsive health care system possible.

As we enter into the 21st century, we need
to get better information to ensure American
families have access to the best and most cost-
effective health care. I know I join the Congress,
the policymakers, and the American public in
saying how much we look forward to the results
of the Commission’s work.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Debt-Relief Legislation

July 13, 2000

While the bill passed today underfunds vital
international priorities and should not become
law, the Waters amendment passed by the
House of Representatives increasing funding to
the Heavily Indebted Poorest Countries (HIPC)
initiative is an enormously encouraging step. Re-
lieving the world’s poorest nations of crushing
debt obligations will help free up crucial funds

for education, health care, and basic human
needs. Unsustainable debt continues to help
keep too many poor countries and poor people
in poverty. I urge Congress to pass the full
amount that I have requested for debt relief
this year. As it stands, this bill still falls far
short of what is necessary to fully implement
this initiative.
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Statement on Signing the Emergency Supplemental Act, 2000

July 13, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4425,
which includes emergency supplemental funding
to bolster democracy and battle drug-trafficking
in Colombia, and to keep the peace and build
stability in Kosovo.

Colombia is a strong ally of the United States
and the oldest democracy in Latin America.
Today it is under attack—from civil conflict and
drug trafficking that fuels violence, undercuts
honest enterprise, and undermines public con-
fidence in democracy.

President Andres Pastrana has worked with
experts in his country and elsewhere to put to-
gether “Plan Colombia”—a comprehensive plan
to seek peace, fight drugs, build the economy,
and deepen democracy. The legislation I signed
today represents America’s contribution to the
struggle. It includes a ten-fold increase in U.S.
funds to promote good government, judicial re-
form, human rights protection, and economic
development. It will increase incentives for the
peaceful resolution of the civil war, while help-
ing the government staunch the flow of drugs
to our shores.

As Colombians fight to build their democracy
and block the illegal drug trade, they are fight-
ing for all of us. If they are willing to take
up the fight, we should be willing to take on
some of the cost. I am proud to sign legislation
that appropriates funds for doing that.

This legislation also funds our request for
military operations in Kosovo. NATO forces won
the war in 78 days; it will take longer to secure
a stable peace. I applaud Congress for sending
a message that we will stand by our troops until
the job is done.

While I am pleased with Congressional action
on Colombia and Kosovo, this legislation is dis-
appointing for what it leaves out. It undercuts
U.S. interests by omitting funding for U.N.
peacekeeping operations in Southeast Europe,
assistance for economic and democratic reforms,
and support for civilian infrastructure. Such sup-
port is critical not only to advance long-term
stability in Southeast Europe, but also to create
the conditions for the eventual withdrawal of
U.S. troops.

I am also disappointed the bill does not in-
clude requested funding to relieve the debts
of the world’s poorest countries, delaying relief
for nations that have implemented far-reaching
economic reforms. Additionally, the bill offers
inadequate funding for Mozambique and other
Southern African nations devastated by recent
flooding.

Finally, I am pleased the bill provides needed
home energy assistance for low-income families,
which will be essential in the event of a dan-
gerous heat wave this summer, and provides fur-
ther assistance, including housing construction
and repair, to the victims of Hurricane Floyd,
some of whom still lack permanent shelter.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
July 13, 2000.

NoOTE: H.R. 4425, approved July 13, was assigned
Public Law No. 106-246. An original was not
available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Statement on Signing the Military Construction Appropriations Act, 2001,
Emergency Supplemental Act, 2000, and Cerro Grande Fire Supplemental

July 13, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4425, the
Military Construction Appropriations Act, FY
2001, Emergency Supplemental Act, FY 2000,
and Cerro Grande Fire Supplemental, which
provides funding for military construction and
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family housing programs of the Department of
Defense (DoD), and urgently needed supple-
mental resources.

I am gratified that my Administration and the
Congress were able to reach agreement on the
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