May 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Let me tell you, I generally believe Presidents
should not receive awards because the job is
award enough. But I love this. And every day
I have left here, this award will be on my desk
in the Oval Office, and I hope you get to see
it on television.

Thank you. Bless you all. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:28 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on Congressional Action on Africa and Caribbean Basin Trade

Legislation
May 11, 2000

I am pleased that Congress has completed
action on historic legislation that will boost in-
vestment, growth, and opportunity in Africa and
the Caribbean Basin, while improving the global
competitive position of our own industries. This
step reaffirms America’s commitment to open
trade and strengthens the partnership between
the United States and our friends in Africa and
the Caribbean Basin. It will encourage these

nations to continue building open economies,
bolster their efforts to alleviate poverty, and im-
prove long-term prospects for democracy and
stability around the world. I look forward to
signing this measure into law and congratulate
Members of Congress from both parties who
have worked so hard to enact the “African
Growth and Opportunity Act” and the Carib-
bean Basin trade enhancement legislation.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Conservation and

Reinvestment Legislation
May 11, 2000

I am very pleased by the overwhelming bipar-
tisan vote in the House today to provide signifi-
cant new resources to meet America’s critical
conservation and recreation needs. Today’s vote
on H.R. 701, the “Conservation and Reinvest-
ment Act,” is a historic step toward achieving
permanent conservation funding—a goal em-
bodied in the lands legacy initiative I put
forward in my budget this year. I applaud Chair-
man Young, Representative Miller, and others
for their leadership on this effort.

We will continue working with Congress to
secure protected and permanent conservation
funding within the framework of a balanced
budget that provides for critical budget and fis-
cal priorities, and with no burdensome or unnec-
essary restrictions on Federal authorities that
have proven so effective in preserving America’s
natural heritage. I urge the Senate to move
swiftly on this legislation. I am confident that
working together we can create a permanent
conservation endowment that will be a true gift
to future generations.

Statement on the Situation in Sierra Leone

May 11, 2000

U.N. Secretary-General Annan and I agreed

must intensify international efforts to restore

this morning that the international community peace in Sierra Leone and to prevent a return
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