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choose. Which way are you going to try going
forward?

The same thing is true with education. The
same thing is true with health care. The same
thing is true with the environment.

And so I say to all of you, I’m glad you’re
here. I’m glad you’re helping Dan Akaka. He
is as fine a man as I’ve ever known in public
life. And he’s always good to me when we play
golf together. [Laughter] But I’m telling you,
this is a big election. I’m not running, but I
can tell you it’s just every bit as important as
the one we made in ’92 and the one we made
in ’96, because this will determine whether the
American people are going to embrace what
works or say, ‘‘Okay, we tried it for 8 years,
and it was nice, but I think we’ll go back and
try something else.’’ And the something else was
what they tried before, but it was so long ago,
everybody has forgotten.

That is what this is about. This gentleman
here said, ‘‘You ought to tell people that the
slogan of this election ought to be: ‘Before You
Go Back, Think Back,’ ’’ which is better than
anything I’ve thought of. [Laughter]

But the reason I want the Vice President to
win is because I know what a role he’s played
in the last 8 years, and I know he understands
the future, and he knows how to lead us there.

The reason I think Dan Akaka should be re-
elected is, I know how much he loves the ordi-
nary people that he represents and because
every single time his country needed him he
was there—every time. Not one time did he
ever take a dive and walk away when we were
trying to build this future.

And so I ask all of you to think about that.
I thank you for helping him. And I want you
to go out between now and November and tell
people why you are doing this. Tell them there
may not be another time in our lifetime when
we can do this. Tell them there are places and
people that are still left behind, including a lot
of people in Hawaii because of the Asian finan-
cial crisis, who didn’t fully participate in this
economic recovery. And tell them you want a
change, but you’d like to keep moving in the
direction that we’ve enjoyed for the last several
years.

One good way you can do that is by making
sure that he gets as near to 100 percent of
the vote as possible.

Come on up here, Senator Akaka.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 p.m. in the
John Hay Room at the Hay-Adams Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Senator Akaka’s wife,
Mary Mildred (Millie); and former Senator Wen-
dell H. Ford.

Videotaped Remarks to the White House News Photographers’ Association
May 10, 2000

Good evening. I’m sorry I can’t be with you
tonight, but I’m glad to join you in this way,
as the members of the White House News Pho-
tographers’ Association celebrate your annual
dinner. I extend my congratulations to this eve-
ning’s award winners.

For a long time now, I’ve been an admirer
of your work, and in more recent years, I’ve
even been a subject of it. From here on the
other side of the lens, I want to tell you how
much I appreciate your skill and your dedica-
tion. Each and every day, you bring the world
of Washington into sharper focus for the world
outside Washington. Taking on some of the
toughest assignments in journalism, you turn
them into images that endure, images that help

define our times and the way that we will re-
member them far into the future.

I want to mention one family that’s been mak-
ing this kind of contribution for half a century
now, the McNamees. Wally McNamee was first
named Photographer of the Year back when
President Eisenhower was in the White House.
Along the way, he’s been honored more than
any member in the history of the association.
Wally, congratulations on tonight’s award. It
really has been a lifetime of achievement.

Of course, one of the greatest honors any
parent could ever receive is when a child choos-
es to follow in his footsteps. Tonight Wally’s
son, Win, carries on a McNamee family tradition
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by taking first place in my favorite category of
photography, Presidential.

I want to extend my congratulations to all
the photographers and cameramen who are
being honored tonight, and make special men-
tion of another very special award winner, Shar-
on Farmer. My first day on the job was her
first day, and I’ve been honored to have her
by my side, literally, ever since. I am lucky
to have Sharon as a friend and every bit as
lucky to have her as my Director of White
House Photography, the first woman and the
first African-American ever to hold that post.
Sharon Farmer is making history, even as she
records it.

Sharon, I thank you. We all know that with
or without a camera, you’re a straight shooter.

I can’t tell you how much I appreciate that.
And I’m proud to join your peers tonight in
bestowing the recognition you never seek but
richly deserve.

Again, congratulations to all tonight’s winners
and to the association for your fine work and
many achievements.

Thank you, and good night.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 6 p.m. in the Roosevelt Room
at the White House on April 25 for the associa-
tion’s dinner on May 6. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
10. A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks on Proposed Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Legislation
May 10, 2000

The President Well, good morning. Please be
seated. I’m sorry you had to stand up so long,
but that’s the fastest one group of politicians
ever walked through another group. [Laughter]
I’m delighted to see you all here. I want to
thank Senator Daschle and Senator Gephardt
and their colleagues, Secretary Shalala, the
Older Women’s League,* those who represent
the aging/disability consumer, and other health
advocates who are here. I want to thank Betty
Dizik, who will talk in a moment to explain
what this is really all about.

We are here together today to announce the
support of the Democratic caucus in the Senate
and the House for legislation to provide afford-
able prescription drug coverage for every older
American. For our seniors, prescription drugs
are not a luxury; they can mean the difference
between life and death, between years of an-
guish and years of fulfillment. At this time of
historic prosperity and strength, there is abso-
lutely no reason that we should force seniors
to make a choice between their health and their
food or their daily existence.

I am profoundly grateful to Congressman
Gephardt and Senator Daschle and their col-
leagues for developing an approach that the

Democrats can rally behind. In a few moments,
I will ask them to share the details of the efforts
we will make together. But we all know we
can’t achieve our efforts without bipartisan sup-
port in the Congress. That’s why, just as we
are trying to do with the Patients’ Bill of Rights,
we want to reach across the aisle to encourage
Republican support, as well.

This can and should be a truly bipartisan ef-
fort. But I want to make it clear first why Amer-
ica’s seniors and people with disabilities cannot
afford to wait any longer for prescription drug
coverage.

Today, more than three in five older Ameri-
cans lack affordable and dependable prescription
drug coverage. The burden is getting worse. Ac-
cording to Families USA, the price of prescrip-
tion drugs most often used by seniors has risen
at double the rate of inflation for 6 years in
a row now.

Two groups in particular bear a tremendous
burden, rural Americans and women. As Senator
Daschle knows so well, people in rural areas
are much less likely to secure prescription drug
coverage. According to a study released today
by the Older Women’s League, almost 8 out
of 10 women on Medicare use prescription
drugs regularly, and most of them pay for these
medications out of pocket. In total, women
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