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To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the District of Columbia
Code, as amended, I am transmitting the FY
2001 Budget Request of the District of Colum-
bia Courts.

The District of Columbia Courts have sub-
mitted a FY 2001 budget request for $104.5
million for operating expenses, $18.3 million for
capital improvements to courthouse facilities,
and $41.8 for Defender Services in the District
of Columbia Courts. My FY 2001 budget in-
cludes recommended funding levels of $98.0
million for operations, $5.0 million for capital
improvements, and $38.4 million for Defender

Services. My transmittal of the District of Co-
lumbia Courts’ budget request does not rep-
resent an endorsement of its contents.

This transmittal also includes information on
grants and reimbursements forwarded by the
Courts in response to the request in Conference
Report H. Rept. 106-479.

I look forward to working with the Congress
throughout the FY 2001 appropriation process.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
May 8, 2000.

Remarks at a Reception for Representative Baron P. Hill in Bethesda,

Maryland
May 8, 2000

Thank you. Well, I want to thank, first of
all, Joe and Anne, for having us in their beau-
tiful home on this beautiful spring night. And
I want to thank Baron’s colleagues Charlie
Stenholm from Texas and Steny Hoyer from
Maryland for coming. They represent, I think,
the future of the Democratic Party and where
we have to go, and theyve proved that you
can get elected in places where sometimes we
don’t get elected. I also want to thank your
predecessor, Lee Hamilton, for being here. He’s
one of the greatest House Members in my life-
time, and I thank him for what he is doing.
And T want to thank, in his absence, Senator
Bayh.

Evan met me at the door, and he said Susan
was out of town, and he had two choices: He
could stay and hear me give this speech, or
he could go home and tuck his kids in bed.
And I said, “You've heard the speech”—[laugh-
ter]—"and you’ll never regret a minute you stay
with your children.” My daughter is about to
be a senior in college, and I can still remember
all the nights I tucked her in bed, and she
can remember anything she ever did that I
missed. [Laughter] Even though she can count

864

them on one hand and have fingers left over,
at 20 years old she can still remember. So he
went home, as he should have. And since he’s
not here, I wont be embarrassing him when
I tell you that I hope and expect some day
I'll be voting for Evan Bayh for President of
the United States.

I want to say just a few things, and I won't
keep you long. I want to get out and say hello
to the people I haven’t seen yet. The country
is in good shape, and I'm grateful for that. And
I'm grateful for the time I've had to serve and
the opportunities we've had. And certainly not
in my lifetime, and maybe never in the history
of America, have we had at the same time such
a strong economy with benefits more evenly dis-
tributed. We have inequality coming down in
the last 2 years for the first time in over 20
years, the lowest African-American and Hispanic
unemployment rates ever recorded, the lowest
female unemployment rate in 40 years, the low-
est single—parent poverty rate in 46 years.

The crime rate, we just said yesterday, has
come down now 8 years in a row. We've got
the lowest crime rate in over a quarter century,
the lowest murder rate in 30 years. We have
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