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it was great when he—I can’t remember—he
said, ‘‘There’s some people that, because of face
or place, race or grace, think they’re better than
other people.’’ That was really good; I wish I’d
thought of that. [Laughter] Wasn’t that good?
[Applause] That was really good.

But I will just leave you with this. If you
really want to honor Daisy Bates and you want
to remember the fire in her eyes, even as she
had to sit down instead of stand up, you need
to think about the future. Even in this most
modern of worlds, where we’re imagining how
wonderful it will be when every one of our
kids is connected to the Internet, and when
we’re about to unlock the mysteries of the hu-
mane genome, and in a few years we’ll know
what’s in those black holes in outer space, the
biggest problem we got in this whole world
today is the oldest problem of humankind, which
we learned about in our own way in Little Rock:
People are still scared of people who are dif-
ferent from them.

And when they are—and everybody’s scared
of something. [Laughter] And some people think
that it’s scary just getting up every day, and
everybody’s scared of something. So a lot of
people have always thought, throughout all of
human history, that the only way they can deal
with their fears is to find somebody different
from them they can look down on and think,
‘‘At least I am not that.’’ And there’s not a
person in this room hadn’t done that—not a
one. ‘‘I may be bad; at least I’m not a hypo-
crite.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘I may be a thief; at least
I’m not cheap.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘I may be this; at
least I’m not that.’’

But the biggest demon is in race and religion.
All over the world today, it is still eating people
alive. So we want to celebrate the modern world
and all the wonders it’s bringing, and we’re
being dragged down because we still can’t let

go of what every one of us in the room at
least should have learned better than to do at
Little Rock.

So I ask you to think about that. If God
came down to me today and said, ‘‘I’m sorry,
you’ve survived a lot, but I’m not going to let
you finish your term. You’re headed out of here
today, and I’ll give you one wish. I’m not a
genie; you can’t have three—one’’—[laughter]—
I would not wish for continued prosperity. I
would not wish for some new weapon system
to protect us forever. I would wish that some-
how we would find it in our hearts to be one
America and to lead the world toward that.

So I say this. If you liked and admired Daisy
Bates and you really want to do something to
memorialize her, promise yourself you will
spend the rest of your life in every way you
can bringing us closer to that wonderful idea.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the
auditorium at the Robinson Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Transportation
Rodney E. Slater; Gov. Mike Huckabee and Lt.
Gov. Winthrop P. Rockefeller of Arkansas; Mayor
Jim Dailey of Little Rock; State Attorney General
Mark Pryor; former Senator David Pryor; Larry
Ross, executive director for external affairs, South-
western Bell Arkansas, and chair, Daisy Bates Me-
morial Committee; Little Rock Nine members
Carlotta Walls Lanier, Ernest Green, Minnijean
Brown Trickey, Jefferson Thomas, and Elizabeth
Eckford; Rev. Rufus K. Young, pastor, Bethel
AME Church; Diane Davis-Charles, State chapter
representative, National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People; civil rights lawyer
John Walker; and Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Special Advisor for Presidential History
Janis Kearney, who formerly ran the newspaper
founded by Ms. Bates.

Remarks at the William H. Bowen Law School Dedication Ceremony in
Little Rock
April 27, 2000

Thank you very much, Derrick, and thank
you for your great speech. Mack, thank you for
being here. I must say, when Mack was speak-
ing, he was laying it on so thick, I had to lean

over and pinch Bill to make sure he was still
breathing. [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Bowen, are you
still alive? Is this is a eulogy?’’ And he said,
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‘‘I guess if Mack ever does run for office, I’ll
have to support him now.’’ [Laughter]

Chairman May, Dr. Sugg, Dr. Hathaway,
Dean Smith, thank you for your wonderful com-
ments. To all the elected officials and former
officials who are here, Secretary Slater, Senator
Lambert, General Pryor, Senator Bumpers, Con-
gressman Berry, Mayor Dailey; to Bill and
Connie and your wonderful family; and to all
of you here who are responsible for this, I want
to thank you on behalf of Hillary and myself
for naming this law school for Bill Bowen.

I was looking out in this audience today.
There are hundreds of people I know by first
name in this audience. I counted over 20 people
who were members of one or more of my ad-
ministrations as Governor in some form or an-
other. There are many lawyers here whom I
have admired since I was a very young man.
But as a person who’s spent most of his life
in politics, it’s somehow reassuring to me to
know that this law school is being named for
a brilliant man who spent the last 30 years trying
to avoid practicing law—[laughter]—and seemed
to me to have succeeded in an outstanding fash-
ion. [Laughter]

Senator and Mrs. Pryor, it’s nice to see you.
I didn’t see you all over there. But I want to
say that by the time Bill Bowen agreed basically
to make it possible for me to run for Presi-
dent—and I say that in all sincerity. I was pro-
foundly concerned about what would happen if
I were to undertake a campaign in 1991, and
I wanted to know that the office would continue
to operate, and that things would go well, and
that if I needed to make a decision or come
home, somebody with enough sense to know
would tell me and get me on a plane forthwith.

I’d known Bill Bowen for a long time by
then. By then, for a better part of two decades,
he had been a friend of mine, an adviser, a
supporter, and a banker. I remember, I had
been attorney general about 2 months when the
Arkansas Jaycees named me one of the out-
standing young men of the year; I knew I didn’t
deserve it, and I found out later that Bill Bowen
and Mack McLarty got it done. So I’m still
trying to live up to it. And unfortunately, I out-
grew the title before I lived up to it. [Laughter]

By the time 1991 rolled around, there was
only one thing Bill Bowen hadn’t done for me.
He hadn’t actually been a full-time member of
our administration. And so I asked him to be-
come the Chief of Staff, as Mack said. He actu-

ally took about an hour to agree, and that’s
a long time for Bowen—if you know how he
makes decisions. [Laughter] But after all, I was
asking him to turn his entire life upside down.
But he did it. And he performed in an abso-
lutely superb way.

From the time I set foot outside Arkansas
to seek the Presidency, I knew that the State
and the statehouse would be in good hands.
I never worried about whether decisions would
be made in a timely fashion, whether anything
that should be done was being done, whether
there was some problem that should be brought
to my attention that wasn’t. I never worried
about any of that.

And so I can honestly say, my friend Bill,
if it hadn’t been for you, I could not have done
it. And I hope you’re proud of what has hap-
pened in America for the last 8 years, because
your decision to be a selfless public servant
made it all possible, and I thank you for that.

One of the things that bothers me is that
people in elected office sometimes get all the
credit for what so many people do. So I hope
you’ll think about that tonight, Bill. More than
21 million people with new jobs; longest eco-
nomic expansion in history; today my staff gave
me, just before I came up here—today’s eco-
nomic report shows that in the first quarter of
the 21st century, our economy grew at a rate
of 5.4 percent. That means for the last year
our growth rate has been the highest it’s been
in over 15 years, and that’s an astonishing thing.

And I’d also like to tell you that I think my
life with you in Arkansas had something to do
with the economic policies we put in place up
there. Somebody asked me the other day, when
we passed the longest economic expansion in
history and everybody was celebrating, they said,
‘‘Well, what was the major contribution you
made to the new economic policy, Mr. Presi-
dent?’’ And I said, ‘‘Arithmetic.’’ [Laughter] I
brought arithmetic to Washington.

And you’re all laughing, but you’re going to
be asked to decide this year whether to continue
arithmetic or return to some other theory, and
I think we now have evidence with both, and
I hope that arithmetic will prevail. And I thank
you, Bill Bowen, for what you did to make it
possible.

I’d also like to thank you, as the President,
for your service to America in World War II,
for flying the Hellcats and Wildcats, for waging
freedom’s fight.
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I’d like to thank you, as a former Governor,
for always being there for the cause of the edu-
cation of our children and for the economic
development for people and places who were
left behind in the 1980’s, places like Althemier
and Hope.

And I’d like to thank you, too, for being will-
ing to come back and help out this law school,
and for the role you all had in deciding to
build this building here around the old univer-
sity building, to make a contribution at once
to tomorrow’s lawyers and to historic preserva-
tion and to the character of the McArthur Park
Area, which is so important to me and to so
many others in this audience.

You could have done something else with the
last couple of years of your life, and no one
would have been able to criticize you. You could
have decided that after succeeding as a lawyer,
a banker, a public servant, and a public citizen,
you didn’t need to prove that you could succeed
as a law school dean. But it is true that of
all the people I know, no one embodies the
continuing energy and imagination for tomorrow
any better than you do. So I wasn’t surprised
when you agreed not to grow old but to help
the young. [Laughter]

I told somebody one time that Bill Bowen
made me look absolutely passive—[laughter]—
and that I didn’t believe anybody could possibly
be as aggressive as he was and still be likable—
[laughter]—but he managed to do it. And I
think today answers the question why. Because

I always had the feeling that whatever he was
pushing for was something that was going to
be good for everybody else, too. And through
a long and rich life, it’s always been true.

Thank you, Connie, for your friendship. I
thank all the members of the Bowen family for
loving him and keeping the rough edges sanded
and giving him the anchor that every person
needs. But most of all, Bill, I thank you for
being my friend, for being a good citizen, for
being a good man, and for being a very powerful
example.

Ladies and gentlemen, our honoree, Bill
Bowen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. on the
lawn at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock,
future site of the law school. In his remarks, he
referred to Derrick Smith, president, Student Bar
Association, who introduced the President; former
White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. (Mack)
McLarty; William H. Bowen, former dean, and
Rodney K. Smith, Donaghey dean and professor
of law, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
School of Law; J. Thomas May, board of trustees
chairman, and Charles E. Hathaway, chancellor,
University of Arkansas at Little Rock; B. Alan
Sugg, president, University of Arkansas System;
State Attorney General Mark Pryor; former Sen-
ator Dale Bumpers; Mayor Jim Dailey of Little
Rock; Mr. Bowen’s wife, Connie; and former Sen-
ator David Pryor and his wife, Barbara.

Remarks at a Luncheon for Nordic Leaders
April 28, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the White
House. Let me also say that we are very hon-
ored to be a part of the opening of this magnifi-
cent exhibition at the Museum of Natural His-
tory. I am grateful to the Nordic Council, to
all the museums and the nations represented
in the exhibit, and especially grateful to the ex-
traordinary assemblage of dignitaries who have
joined us today from all the Nordic nations.

There are quite a few competing answers to
the question, who discovered America—and by
the way, when, and exactly what America was—
some would say, is. [Laughter] Now, Italian-

Americans revere Columbus and point out the
word ‘‘America’’ comes from the famed map-
maker Amerigo Vespucci. Anglo-Americans
argue for the primacy of Jamestown and Plym-
outh as the first colonies in the original United
States. Franco-Americans remind us to honor
Champlain, Cartier, and La Salle alongside all
others. And of course, our Native Americans
consider all these people insignificant late-
comers.

With the opening of this important exhibit,
we expand the debate and learn more about
ourselves. The remarkable explorations across
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