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NotE: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Amy Klobuchar, Hennepin County

Statement on Signing Legislation To
in Peru
April 25, 2000

Today I have signed into law S.J.Res. 43, ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress on the im-
portance of free, fair, and democratic elections
in Peru. Transparent elections are the founda-
tion of a democratic society.

The people of Peru will go to the polls in
the near future for a second and final round
to choose their president. I urge that the con-
cerns about the electoral process underscored
by the Organization of American States mission
to Peru, and by the U.S. Congress in this resolu-
tion, be fully addressed in preparations for the
second round. The democratic countries of this
hemisphere are united in our hope that the elec-
tion be conducted in a transparent, peaceful,
and statesmanlike manner. Democracy is

attorney, Minnesota; and Mayor Anthony A.
Williams of the District of Columbia.

Encourage Free and Fair Elections

strengthened when all Peruvians have the oppor-
tunity to debate and determine the future of
Peru.

The people of the United States look forward
to continuing the excellent relationship we have
enjoyed with the Peruvian people and their
democratically elected leaders and to strength-
ening the bonds that unite our countries.

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON
The White House,
April 25, 2000.

NOTE: S.J. Res. 43, approved April 25, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-186.

Message to the Senate Returning Without Approval Legislation on

Nuclear Waste Policy
April 25, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:

I am returning herewith without my approval
S. 1287, the “Nuclear Waste Policy Amend-
ments Act of 2000.”

The overriding goal of the Federal Govern-
ment’s high-level radioactive waste management
policy is the establishment of a permanent, geo-
logic repository. This policy not only addresses
commercial spent nuclear fuel but also advances
our non-proliferation efforts by providing an op-
tion for disposal of surplus plutonium from nu-
clear weapons stockpiles and an alternative to
reprocessing. It supports our national defense
by allowing continuing operation of our nuclear
navy, and it is essential for the cleanup of the
Department of Energy’s nuclear weapons com-
plex.
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Since 1993, my Administration has been con-
ducting a rigorous world-class scientific and
technical program to evaluate the suitability of
the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site for use as
a repository. The work being done at Yucca
Mountain represents a significant scientific and
technical undertaking, and public confidence in
this first-of-a-kind effort is essential.

Unfortunately, the bill passed by the Congress
will do nothing to advance the scientific program
at Yucca Mountain or promote public con-
fidence in the decision of whether or not to
recommend the site for a repository in 2001.
Instead, this bill could be a step backward in
both respects. The bill would limit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s (EPA) authority to
issue radiation standards that protect human
health and the environment and would prohibit
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