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and honest debate in conference and by working
out our differences can we do right by the
American people on this vital issue. We owe
it to the families of Littleton, and the thousands

more who lose their lives in gunfire each year
in America, to get this done now.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

The President’s Radio Address
April 22, 2000

Good morning, and happy Earth Day. I’ve
always thought it appropriate that Earth Day
falls in this season of renewal and hope, as mil-
lions of Americans celebrate Easter and Pass-
over. As we celebrate the first Earth Day of
the 21st century, I want to challenge all of us
to renew our commitment to protect and pre-
serve God’s precious gift to us, our earthly
home.

Last weekend in California I stood beneath
a magnificent sequoia tree, more than 1,000
years old, to announce permanent protection for
more than 30 giant sequoia groves. And I was
grateful for every opportunity the Vice President
and I have had to act as stewards of our envi-
ronment over the last 7 years.

All Americans can be proud of the tremen-
dous progress we’ve made since the first Earth
Day 30 years ago. Our air, water, and land are
cleaner, and we’ve protected millions of acres
of America’s green places. But today I want
to focus on the most critical environmental chal-
lenge we face in this new century, global warm-
ing.

The 1990’s were the hottest decade on record,
and the first 3 months of 2000 were the hottest
here in 100 years. Scientists say that the tem-
perature rise is at least partly due to human
activity, and that if left unchecked, climate
change will result in more violent storms, more
economic disruptions, and more permanent
flooding of coastal areas.

If we value our coastlines, our farm lands,
and our vital biodiversity, we must build a na-
tional consensus to reduce our emissions of
greenhouse gases and to help others around the
world do the same. Our Government must lead
by example.

Today I’m announcing two Federal initiatives
that point the way to a cleaner environment
and a stronger economy. First, I’m issuing an
Executive order requiring that Federal agencies

reduce the amount of petroleum their vehicle
fleets use by 20 percent in 5 years. We can
do this with technology we already have. For
example, the Postal Service has purchased 500
electric trucks and may purchase more than
5,000. Here in Washington, DC, 2,600 Federal
and local government vehicles are running on
clean natural gas or ethanol. Next month we’ll
open the first of seven gas stations offering those
fuels here, and I’ll order every White House
vehicle that can use these fuels to make the
switch. This Executive order will cut oil con-
sumption by 45 million gallons a year, help stop
global warming, and ease pressure on gas prices.

Second, I’m also announcing new incentives
to cut pollution and greenhouse gases while we
help Federal workers across the country reduce
the growing hassle of commuting. All Federal
workers now will be able to set aside up to
$65 tax-free every month to pay for public trans-
portation. And in the Washington area, every
Federal agency will actually fund some or all
of its employees’ public transportation costs.

It is clear citizens and businesses across
America are building support for a strong re-
sponse to global warming. But one voice is still
missing, the United States Congress. While the
science on climate change has grown stronger
and the need for American leadership has grown
greater, some in Congress have buried their
heads even deeper in the sand. I urge them
to recognize that reversing global warming will
strengthen our economy while safeguarding our
future.

In the next 20 years, the international energy
market will reach $5 trillion, and consumers ev-
erywhere increasingly will demand clean energy.
We’re the world leader in those technologies.
We should be promoting them, not denying
their need. Instead, for the past 7 years, Con-
gress has blocked our initiatives to fight climate
change and cut America’s fuel bills.
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I’m deeply disappointed the Republican budg-
et resolution just adopted fails again to support
America’s environmental priorities. And again I
call on Congress to reverse its opposition and
work with us to pass my $4-billion package of
tax credits for energy-efficient homes, cars, and
appliances, to invest in clean energy research,
and to help us promote clean technology in de-
veloping countries. Congress should also end its
opposition and help us improve the fuel econ-
omy of all our cars and trucks so Americans
can have the vehicles they want with the effi-
ciency they deserve.

More than 100 years ago, the great American
poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow reminded us
that ‘‘nature is a revelation of God.’’ This Earth
Day, let us remember that we are only stewards,

in our time, of the Earth God gave us for all
time. And let us strengthen our resolve to pre-
serve the beauty and the natural bounty that
sustains us and must sustain generations yet to
come.

Happy holidays, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:12 p.m. on
April 21 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 22. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 21 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Executive or-
ders of April 21 on leadership in environmental
management, Federal fleet and transportation ef-
ficiency, and Federal workforce transportation are
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Action To Enforce the Elian Gonzalez Custody Decision and
an Exchange With Reporters
April 22, 2000

Good morning. As all of you know, this morn-
ing 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez was reunited with
his father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez.

The Department of Justice, under the leader-
ship of Attorney General Reno, went to great
lengths to negotiate a voluntary transfer. Even
yesterday, the Attorney General worked very
hard on this late into the night, showing great
restraint, patience, and compassion. When all
efforts failed, there was no alternative but to
enforce the decision of the INS and a Federal
court that Juan Miguel Gonzalez should have
custody of his son. The law has been upheld,
and that was the right thing to do.

I am well aware that this has been a difficult
time for all the parties involved. But let’s re-
member, as I said from the outset, the most
important thing was to treat this in a lawful
manner according to the established process.
This was, in the end, about a little boy who
lost his mother and has not seen his father in
more than 5 months. I hope, with time and
support, Elian and his father will have the op-
portunity to be a strong family again.

Thank you very much.

Q. Mr. President, what was your role, and
did you give the go-ahead for the operation?

The President. Well, I talked to the Attorney
General extensively, especially in the last several
days, and I supported the decisions that were
made. I think—we talked last evening last, and
then I talked to Mr. Podesta two or three times
through the night, and I believe that it was
the right thing to do.

She made the decision; she managed this, but
I fully support what she did. And it was clear
to me from our long conversations that we were
in agreement about this. She had a special feel-
ing because she was from Miami, she wanted
to resolve this in the most patient way possible
to minimize the damage to the people and the
community that she loves so much. But she
felt strongly, and I felt strongly, that the law
had to be upheld and that Elian had to be
reunited with his father. And every conceivable
alternative was tried for quite a long time.

So I think she did the right thing, and I’m
very pleased with the way she handled it.
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