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Statement on Proposals To Reopen Trade in Elephant Ivory and
Whale Products
April 14, 2000

I am deeply concerned that successful efforts
by the international community to protect en-
dangered species would be undermined by pro-
posals to reopen trade in elephant ivory and
whale products. We will oppose these proposals
and urge other nations currently meeting in

Nairobi, Kenya, to maintain current trade re-
strictions. I am proud of the fact that the United
States has been a worldwide leader in the pro-
tection of elephants and whales. We will con-
tinue our work with international partners to
protect these magnificent animals.

Statement on National Youth Service Day
April 14, 2000

This weekend, as we celebrate the 12th an-
nual National Youth Service Day, I want to rec-
ognize the millions of young Americans across
the country who give to their communities day-
in and day-out. They are rebuilding our Nation’s
schools and neighborhoods and sparking a new
spirit of civic engagement. And they know that
service is not the work of just a single day;
it is the work of a lifetime.

In recent months we’ve had too many tragic
reminders that young people pay the price when
bonds of community and responsibility become

frayed. But we should also remember that our
children are our greatest resource and that, if
we are to build a stronger, safer Nation, we
should begin by empowering young people to
make a difference. That’s why I am so proud
of the young citizens who have served in
AmeriCorps. And that’s why I am so proud of
the many contributions that so many of our
youth are making on this special day. Through
the leadership of young Americans, all of us—
whatever our age—can help keep alive our sense
of opportunity, responsibility, and community.

Remarks at a Dinner for Representative John Lewis in Atlanta
April 14, 2000

Thank you very much. Thank you, ladies and
gentlemen, for that wonderful welcome. I want
you to know what I’ve been thinking, sitting
over here. I’m sitting here thinking to myself,
now that Reverend Lewis has preached—[laugh-
ter]—and Sister Battle has sung—[laughter]—
there’s nothing left for me to do but pass the
plate, and that’s already been done. The invita-
tion was issued in advance; I’m just preaching
to the saved. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you how profoundly
grateful I am to be here, to be joined by John
and Lillian and John Miles and the whole Lewis
family; Governor and Mrs. Barnes; Mayor and
Mrs. Campbell; Congressman Bishop; former
Congressman Buddy Darden and Lillian. And

I want to thank Brock Peters; he’s been a great
master of ceremonies. And Reverend Belin also
sang us a pretty good prayer, didn’t he? [Ap-
plause] I thought he was great.

I want to congratulate Ray Strother on that
beautiful, beautiful film. He did a wonderful
job, and I thank him.

You know, John was up here talking about
being 60 years old, and I was thinking about
the first time I met him, when I was just a
young man back in the seventies, held no office,
wanted to get elected to something in my State,
and was interested in helping a fellow from
Georgia named Carter get elected President.
And I remember John talking to me about all
these stories we saw in the movie. Twenty-five
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