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the establishment of subcommittees to pur-
sue specific projects or sectoral issues of
mutual interest.

US-India Working Group on Trade: The
United States Trade Representative and the
Ministry of Commerce and other concerned
Ministries/Departments of the Government
of India will engage in regular discussion
to enhance cooperation on trade policy. As
appropriate, individual trade issues could be
examined in greater depth with the partici-
pation of other agencies with corresponding
responsibilities and through creation of sub-
groups. The Group will serve as a locus
of consultation on a broad range of trade-
related issues, including those pertaining to
the World Trade Organization. The Group
will receive inputs from the private sector
(including trade policy issues identified in
the US-India Commercial Dialogue) as ap-
propriate.

8. The two leaders consider cooperation be-
tween the two countries in energy and environ-
ment an important part of their vision for the
future. They have agreed to set up a Joint Con-
sultative Group on Clean Energy and Environ-
ment. The Group will hold periodic ministerial/
high level meetings as desirable and appropriate

and will lay emphasis on collaborative projects,
developing and deploying clean energy tech-
nologies, public and private sector investment
and cooperation, and climate change and other
environmental issues. The Co-conveners of the
Group will be the Department of State of the
United States and the Ministry of External Af-
fairs of India.

9. The two leaders believe that the strong
scientific resources of the two countries provide
excellent opportunities for scientific collabora-
tion between them. They agree to set up a US-
India Science and Technology Forum. The
Forum shall promote research and development,
the transfer of technology, the creation of a
comprehensive electronic reference source for
US-India science and technology cooperation,
and the electronic exchange and dissemination
of information on US-India science and tech-
nology cooperation, and other programs con-
sistent with the previous practice of the US-
India Foundation.

10. Institutional dialogue in other areas will
be considered as mutually agreed.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Supreme Court’s Decision on Tobacco Regulation

March 21, 2000

Since we took office, Vice President Gore and
I have worked hard to protect our children from
the dangers of tobacco. Five years ago, the FDA
put forward an important proposal to protect
children from tobacco by eliminating advertising
aimed at children and curbing minors’ access
to tobacco products. Today’s Supreme Court
opinion, while holding that Congress has not
given FDA the authority to regulate tobacco
products, does affirm our view that tobacco use
by young people “poses perhaps the single most
significant threat to public health in the United
States.”

If we are to protect our children from the
harms of tobacco, Congress must now enact the
provisions of the FDA rule. Fortunately, those
protections have strong bipartisan support: in
1998, 57 Senators supported a bill negotiated
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by Senators Bill Frist and John McCain con-
taining provisions comparable to those included
in the FDA regulation.

So today I call upon the leadership of Con-
gress to take up the bipartisan Frist-McCain leg-
islation. Nearly 4 million children under the age
of 18 smoke cigarettes, 3,000 more start each
day, and 1,000 will have their lives cut short
as a result. Every year, more than 400,000
Americans die of tobacco-related diseases; nearly
80 percent of them started smoking as children.
Even some in the tobacco industry—after fight-
ing the FDA rule in court—now say they sup-
port regulation of tobacco. I believe that by
working together across party lines, we can pro-
tect our children and save lives.
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