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key to rising incomes and rising standards. At
the same time, we share the conviction that
human development also requires empowerment
of people and availability of basic freedoms.

As leaders in the forefront of the new high-
technology economy, we recognize that coun-
tries can achieve robust economic growth while
protecting the environment and taking action
to combat climate change. We will do our part
to meet the global environmental challenges, in-
cluding climate change and the impacts of air
and water pollution on human health.

We also pledge a common effort to battle
the infectious diseases that kill people and retard
progress in so many countries. India is at the
forefront of the global effort that has brought
us to the threshold of the eradication of polio.
With leadership, joint research, and application
of modern science, we can and will do the same
for the leading killers of our time, including
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.

We are proud of the cooperation between
Indians and Americans in advancing frontiers
of knowledge. But even as we unravel the mys-
teries of time and space, we must continue to
apply our knowledge to older challenges: eradi-
cating human suffering, disease and poverty. In
the past, our cooperation helped ease mass hun-
ger in the world. In the future, it will focus
as well on the development of clean energy,
health, and education.

Our partnership is not an end in itself, but
a means to all these ends. And it is reinforced
by the ties of scholarship, commerce, and in-
creasingly of kinship among our people. The
industry, enterprise and cultural contributions of

Americans of Indian heritage have enriched and
enlivened both our societies.

Today, we pledge to deepen the Indian-Amer-
ican partnership in tangible ways, always seeking
to reconcile our differences through dialogue
and engagement, always seizing opportunities to
advance the countless interests we have in com-
mon. As a first step, President Clinton has in-
vited Prime Minister Vajpayee to visit Wash-
ington at a mutually convenient opportunity, and
the Prime Minister has accepted that invitation.
Henceforth, the President of the United States
and the Prime Minister of India should meet
regularly to institutionalize our dialogue. We
have also agreed on and separately outlined an
architecture of additional high-level consulta-
tions, and of joint working groups, across the
broad spectrum of areas in which we are deter-
mined to institutionalize our enhanced coopera-
tion. And we will encourage even stronger peo-
ple-to-people ties.

For India and the United States, this is a
day of new beginnings. We have before us for
the first time in 50 years the possibility to realize
the full potential of our relationship. We will
work to seize that chance, for our benefit and
all those with whom we share this increasingly
interdependent world.

William Jefferson Clinton Atal Behari Vajpayee
President Prime Minister
United States of America India

Done on March 21, 2000 at New Delhi

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Agreed Principles: Institutional Dialogue Between the United States and

India
March 21, 2000

1. During the visit of President Clinton to
Delhi in March 2000, President Clinton and
Prime Minister Vajpayee agreed as part of their
vision for the future relationship that a regular,
wide-ranging dialogue is important for achieving
the goal of establishing closer and multifaceted
relations between India and the United States
and for the two countries to work jointly for
promotion of peace and prosperity in the 21st
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century. The two leaders agreed on a number
of steps to intensify and institutionalize the dia-
logue between India and the United States.

2. The President of the United States and
Prime Minister of India will hold regular bilat-
eral ‘Summits’ in alternating capitals or else-
where, including on the occasions of multilateral
meetings, to review bilateral relations and con-
sult on international developments and issues.
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They will remain in frequent contact by tele-
phone and through letters.

3. The two countries will also hold an Annual
Foreign Policy Dialogue at the level of the Sec-
retary of State of the United States and External
Affairs Minister of India. This dialogue will be
broad-based and touch upon all aspects of US-
India relations, including considering the work
of other groups as appropriate.

4. The two countries also consider the ongo-
ing Dialogue on Security and Non-proliferation
between the Deputy Secretary of State of the
United States and External Affairs Minister of
India important for improving mutual under-
standing on bilateral, regional and international
security matters. They agreed that this dialogue
should continue and take place semi-annually
or as often as considered desirable by both sides.
The Principals of this dialogue will establish Ex-
pert Groups on specific issues as considered de-
sirable and appropriate.

5. Foreign Office Consultations between the
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs
of the United States and Foreign Secretary of
India will continue. The two leaders believe that
close cooperation between the two countries is
a factor of stability in the politically and cul-
turally diverse and rapidly transforming Asia. A
Dialogue on Asian Security will also be con-
ducted as part of the Foreign Office Consulta-
tions. The two sides will also stay in close touch
and consult on international democracy initia-
tives.

6. The two leaders consider combating inter-
national terrorism as one of the most important
global challenges. They expressed satisfaction at
the establishment of the Joint Working Group
on Counter-terrorism and its productive first
meeting in February 2000. They agree that the
Joint Working Group should continue to meet
regularly and become an effective mechanism
for the two countries to share information and
intensify their cooperation in combating ter-
rorism.

7. The two leaders see an enormous potential
for enhancement of economic and business rela-
tions between the two countries in the Knowl-
edge Age. They decided to institutionalize bilat-
eral economic dialogue. They will keep them-
selves informed and follow developments in the
bilateral economic dialogue closely through a
high-level coordinating group. The coordinating
group will be led on the US side by the White
House with the support of the State Depart-

ment, and on the Indian side by the Prime
Minister’s Office with the support of the Min-
istry of External Affairs.

The Coordinating Group will develop a com-
mon economic agenda for and undertake
preparations for the Heads of Government
meetings. With broad inter-agency and
inter-ministerial representations at senior
official levels, it would convene regularly
to facilitate close coordination on the var-
ious issues raised in the ministerial dia-
logues and ensure that discussions therein
complement and reinforce broad economic
and foreign policy objectives, including the
deepening of bilateral cooperation on high
technology and information technology
issues.

US-India Financial and Economic Forum:
The US Secretary of the Treasury and the
Indian Minister of Finance will host a
forum on finance and investment issues,
macroeconomic policy and international
economic developments at regular intervals.
Their meetings at the ministerial level
would be supplemented by sub-Cabinet
meetings and involve, as appropriate, the
participation of the Securities and Exchange
Commission, Federal Reserve, Council of
Economic Advisors, and other officials of
the US Government and the Securities and
Exchange Board of India, Reserve Bank of
India, and other officials of the Government
of India.

US-India Commercial Dialogue: The US Sec-
retary of Commerce and Minister of Com-
merce and Industry of India will lead a
dialogue to deepen ties between the Indian
and American Business communities. The
dialogue will encompass regular govern-
ment-to-government meetings to be held in
conjunction with private sector meetings.
Its aim will be to (a) facilitate trade, and
(b) maximize investment opportunities
across a broad range of economic sectors,
including information technology, infra-
structure, biotechnology, and services. Par-
ticipation will include, as appropriate, rep-
resentatives of other Cabinet agencies and
ministries on both sides. Close contact will
be maintained with business associations,
and activities will be planned with the ben-
efit of such private sector input, including
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the establishment of subcommittees to pur-
sue specific projects or sectoral issues of
mutual interest.

US-India Working Group on Trade: The
United States Trade Representative and the
Ministry of Commerce and other concerned
Ministries/Departments of the Government
of India will engage in regular discussion
to enhance cooperation on trade policy. As
appropriate, individual trade issues could be
examined in greater depth with the partici-
pation of other agencies with corresponding
responsibilities and through creation of sub-
groups. The Group will serve as a locus
of consultation on a broad range of trade-
related issues, including those pertaining to
the World Trade Organization. The Group
will receive inputs from the private sector
(including trade policy issues identified in
the US-India Commercial Dialogue) as ap-
propriate.

8. The two leaders consider cooperation be-
tween the two countries in energy and environ-
ment an important part of their vision for the
future. They have agreed to set up a Joint Con-
sultative Group on Clean Energy and Environ-
ment. The Group will hold periodic ministerial/
high level meetings as desirable and appropriate

and will lay emphasis on collaborative projects,
developing and deploying clean energy tech-
nologies, public and private sector investment
and cooperation, and climate change and other
environmental issues. The Co-conveners of the
Group will be the Department of State of the
United States and the Ministry of External Af-
fairs of India.

9. The two leaders believe that the strong
scientific resources of the two countries provide
excellent opportunities for scientific collabora-
tion between them. They agree to set up a US-
India Science and Technology Forum. The
Forum shall promote research and development,
the transfer of technology, the creation of a
comprehensive electronic reference source for
US-India science and technology cooperation,
and the electronic exchange and dissemination
of information on US-India science and tech-
nology cooperation, and other programs con-
sistent with the previous practice of the US-
India Foundation.

10. Institutional dialogue in other areas will
be considered as mutually agreed.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Supreme Court’s Decision on Tobacco Regulation

March 21, 2000

Since we took office, Vice President Gore and
I have worked hard to protect our children from
the dangers of tobacco. Five years ago, the FDA
put forward an important proposal to protect
children from tobacco by eliminating advertising
aimed at children and curbing minors’ access
to tobacco products. Today’s Supreme Court
opinion, while holding that Congress has not
given FDA the authority to regulate tobacco
products, does affirm our view that tobacco use
by young people “poses perhaps the single most
significant threat to public health in the United
States.”

If we are to protect our children from the
harms of tobacco, Congress must now enact the
provisions of the FDA rule. Fortunately, those
protections have strong bipartisan support: in
1998, 57 Senators supported a bill negotiated
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by Senators Bill Frist and John McCain con-
taining provisions comparable to those included
in the FDA regulation.

So today I call upon the leadership of Con-
gress to take up the bipartisan Frist-McCain leg-
islation. Nearly 4 million children under the age
of 18 smoke cigarettes, 3,000 more start each
day, and 1,000 will have their lives cut short
as a result. Every year, more than 400,000
Americans die of tobacco-related diseases; nearly
80 percent of them started smoking as children.
Even some in the tobacco industry—after fight-
ing the FDA rule in court—now say they sup-
port regulation of tobacco. I believe that by
working together across party lines, we can pro-
tect our children and save lives.
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