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living. There are all kinds of options out there,
and we ought to leave no stone unturned in
trying to get at the heart of this poverty problem
and empower every person who has not yet
been a part of this prosperity to do well.

Now, here’s the last point I want to make.
If you were to ask me to put in a sentence
what has been behind the change I tried to
bring to America the last 7 years, what is behind
the philosophy that governs everything I do, it
is my belief that everyone counts and everyone
ought to have a chance, and we all do better
when we help each other, that we really have
to build one America, and that the Government
isn’t the source or the solution to all the prob-
lems but is an absolutely imperative partner.
We have to create conditions and empower peo-
ple to make the most of their own lives.

And in that connection, I have to tell you
that one of the things that continues to bother
me in my efforts to build one America is the
problem that I continue to have in the United
States Senate in getting judges confirmed—you
want to talk to me about judges—particularly
judges who come from diverse backgrounds.
And there’s always a political element in the
appointment of judges, and sometimes when the
President is of one party and the Senate is of
another party, they don’t confirm as many of
the President’s appointees. But there has never
been an example like what we've seen of the
deliberate slow walk and refusal to have hear-
ings, refusal to vote up or down on judges.

I appointed an El Paso lawyer named Enrique
Moreno to serve on the Fifth Circuit. He grad-
uated from Harvard and Harvard Law School.
He’d come a long way from El Paso. The Amer-
ican Bar Association said he was well-qualified
to be a judge. I had the highest percentage
of judges recommended well-qualified by the

ABA of any President since they've been doing
the ratings, even though I've appointed more
Hispanic, more African-Americans, more female,
and a more diverse judiciary in history. And
everybody concedes theyre less political than
my two predecessors. They just show up for
work, by and large, and do their job. And I
cannot even get a hearing because your Senators
won’t support it.

I have appointed—I nominated a judge
named Julio Fuentes for the Third Circuit and
Richard Paez in California. Theyre supposed
to give me a vote on him in March, but that’s
another thing I wish you would communicate,
particularly if youre not a lawyer. You could
have more influence in a way if youre not a
lawyer. Tell your Senators that when the Presi-
dent appoints a person who worked himself all
the way through Harvard Law School out of
El Paso, and the ABA says he’s well-qualified,
and Texas needs the judge, give the man a hear-
ing, and give him a vote. And if theyre not
for him, have the courage to vote against him.
Don't keep killing these things.

I keep telling people in Washington, “We can
do our business. We can show up for work.
We can make progress, and we can still have
elections. There will still be things we honestly
disagree about. But we owe it to the American
people, without regard to our party or our phi-
losophy, to believe that everybody counts, every-
body ought to have a chance, and well all do
better when we help each other.”

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Jesus and Elvia Saenz, luncheon hosts; and Alonzo
Cantu, member, board of directors, Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute.
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Thank you so much. Well, Congressman, I'm
afraid now that this meeting has been opened
to the press, if the list you just read is widely
published, every other Member of Congress will
be angry at me for not doing as well. [Laughter]
I want to say a special thanks to your Congress-

man Ruben Hinojosa and Marty, and a happy
birthday to his little daughter, Karen. He has
really done a wonderful job for you. And he
makes it easy to be helpful.

I want to thank Zeke and Livia Reyna for
their cohosting this event. And I want to thank

213



Feb. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Alonzo and Yoli for having me back in their
beautiful little home here. [Laughter] 1 want
you to know I agreed to come to south Texas—
the first time I wanted to come to the valley
before I had seen this place. So the first time
I came out of the goodness of my heart. The
second time I came because I wanted to come
to this place again. [Laughter]

This is my third trip to the valley as President.
And as the Congressman said, the Vice
President has been here twice. Hillary was here
recently. For all of you who were here I want
to thank you, and thank you for giving her such
a good hand. We had a great send-off on Sunday
when she formally declared her campaign. And
I think she’s doing very well. I talked to her
today, and if you can measure how well you're
doing by how hard they attack you, which I've
always thought was a pretty good measure—
[laughter]—she’s a cinch.

So I wanted to say to all of you seriously,
there are many friends I have in this crowd
today—the county judges, Senator Truan, oth-
ers—that I have known for a long time. I first
came to south Texas and then to the Rio Grande
Valley, where I literally fell in love with this
place almost 30 years ago now, before a lot
of you in this crowd were even born. When
I was a very young man, I realized the special
quality of the people here, the special quality
of the community. And I always thought if I
ever had a chance to help, I would do it. You
have given me a chance to help, and it's been
an honor to do so.

I just want to say a few words as the only
politician you’ll hear from this year who is not
running for anything. [Laughter] I want to talk
to you not just as a President but as a citizen
of this country. When I came here to this com-
munity on the last night of my campaign in
1992, some of you were there, and there was
a great feeling of excitement. And we had a
huge voter turnout the next day, and the Vice
President and I were given a strong victory and
a mandate to go in and change the direction
of our country. We said then, we wanted to
put the American people first, not Washington
politics. We wanted opportunity for every re-
sponsible citizen. We wanted a community of
all Americans, and we believed that Government
was not the problem or the solution, but Gov-
ernment belonged to the people, and it was
the job of Government to create the conditions
and give people the tools that they need to
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solve their own problems and live their own
dreams. And we’ve worked hard on that for
7 years now.

When I was here on that night in 1992, we
had a stagnant economy and high unemploy-
ment. Today, we have the longest economic ex-
pansion in history, the lowest unemployment
rate in 30 years, the lowest Hispanic- and Afri-
can-American unemployment rates ever re-
corded, and the lowest poverty rates in more
than 20 years, the lowest female unemployment
rate in over 40 years. We have tried to do what
we said we would do.

Our society was deeply divided. There was
a riot in Los Angeles that year and great dis-
content everywhere. Today, we have the lowest
crime rates in 30 years, the lowest welfare rolls
in 30 years, over 2 million children lifted out
of poverty, almost 7 million people off the wel-
fare rolls. We have created empowerment zones
around the country in places like the Rio
Grande Valley to give people the chance to at-
tract economic investment. The college-going
rate is up by about 10 percent. The country
is moving in the right direction.

And as I said, as the person you'll hear from
this year who is not running for office, the great
question that the American people have to an-
swer when they vote for Congress, for Senator,
for President, is: Now, what? Now, what? What
are we going to do with this truly magic mo-
ment? Every person in this audience today who
is over 30 years old can remember some time
in your life when you made a mistake because
you thought things were going so well, you
didn’'t have to think; you didn’t have to work;
you didn’t have to plan; and there was no con-
sequence for slacking up.

Every person here who has lived long enough
can remember when you made a personal, a
family, or a business mistake because things
seemed to be so good that you really didn’t
have to do what we should all be doing every
day with our lives, trying to get better, trying
to do more, trying always to think about tomor-
TowW.

Now, what I want to say to you is the last
time America had these conditions was in the
longest economic expansion in history before
this one, between 1961 and 1969. When I grad-
uated from high school in 1964, we had high
growth, low unemployment; we were on the way
to passing civil rights legislation; everybody
thought we would be able to resolve a lot of
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those difficult issues in the Congress in debate.
The country had been heartbroken by President
Kennedy’s assassination, but we had united be-
hind President Johnson, and he had done a mas-
terful job of leading us and trying to pass legisla-
tion through the Congress, and everybody
thought it was going to go on forever.

Within 4 years, we had riots in the streets;
the country was deeply divided over Vietnam;
President Johnson announced he wouldn’t run
for reelection; and Martin Luther King and Rob-
ert Kennedy were killed. And in the Presidential
election of 1968, a deeply troubled and divided
people voted for someone who said he rep-
resented the Silent Majority, which is another
way of saying, “This country is divided between
‘us’ and ‘them. I'm with ‘us,” and you don’t
want ‘them.””

And we have labored under that for 30 years.
And for 7 years, I've been trying to turn this
around. And I feel now, the country is moving
in the right direction. But I want to tell you
this: I'm not running for anything. As an Amer-
ican, I have been waiting for more than 30
years for my country to have the ability for
all of us to join together, hand in hand, and
build the future of our dreams for our children.
That’s what this is about. And we dare not blow
this opportunity.

You know, some people in life don’t get a
second chance, and those of us who do have
to be grateful for it. Now, our whole country
has been given a second chance, under even
better conditions than existed more than 30
years ago before all the wheels ran off.

So I say to you, when I come down here
and talk to people about how we can make
the Rio Grande Valley an oasis of opportunity,
to me that's part of the long-term challenge
of America. We should look at every place in
America where there is too much poverty and
too much unemployment and say, “If we can’t
bring economic opportunity to these places now,
when will we ever be able to do it?” So every
place in America that has not fully participated
in this recovery should have dramatic incentives
for people to invest there, to create jobs there,
to put people to work there, to give people
a chance to live their dreams there.

Every place in America and all the people
in America that don’t have access to health
care—we should do more to provide more peo-
ple access to health care, until everybody has
it.

That's why I said in the State of the Union
I wanted to see another 3 million children en-
rolled in our health insurance program and over
5 million parents included in it. I want people,
who are over 55 but not old enough to be
on Medicare, who lose their health insurance,
to be able to buy into Medicare. And I think
they ought to have a tax credit so they can
afford to do it, because we have to keep moving
forward in health care.

We have to keep moving forward in edu-
cation. That's why I asked the Congress to put
another billion dollars in Head Start and to pro-
vide enough funds for every troubled school in
this country to give after-school or summer
school programs to the kids who need it. That’s
why I want the Congress to provide enough
money to repair 5,000 schools a year for the
next 5 years and to build and modernize 6,000
more so all of our kids will have a chance to
get a world-class education.

And that's why I have worked so hard to
help people balance the demands of raising their
children and doing their work. That's why I
want to increase the child care tax credit, why
I want to pass an increase in the minimum
wage, why I want to give families a $3,000 tax
credit to care for an aging parent or a disabled
member of the family—one of the biggest prob-
lems in America today—why I think we ought
to be proud of the fact that we've opened at
least 2 years of college to everybody with these
HOPE scholarship tax credits. But I have asked
the Congress to give the American people a
tax deduction for college tuition at a 28 percent
rate, even if youre in the 15 percent income
tax bracket, up to $10,000. That would guar-
antee that everybody in America could afford
to go to 4 years of college if they did the work
and learned the things they need to learn to

0.
8 These are important things that will bring us
together. Now, let me just say one thing in
closing. If you asked me to summarize what
it is we did that was different over the last
7 years that worked, I could talk about our
economic policy, which was different. We got
rid of the deficit, and now I want to pay us
out of debt for the first time since 1835, and
if we do that, all the kids here will have low
interest rates and a strong economy. We had
a different welfare reform policy. We said,
“Able-bodied people have to work, but we're
going to take care of the kids. We're not going

215



Feb. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

to punish them.” We had a different crime pol-
icy. We said we ought to take—put more police
on the street and take guns out of the hands
of criminals.

But the most important thing we did was
to say, “We've got a different philosophy. We
don’t want to divide the American people any-
more. We believe everybody counts; everybody
should have a chance; we’ll all do better individ-
ually if we try to help each other do better
together.”

So if someone came to me tonight and said,
“I am the angel sent from the good Lord, and
even though youre having a good time being
President, you can’t finish your term. This is
your last day, but I'll be a genie, you can have
one wish,” it would not be for all the things
I talked to you about. It would be to create
one America. It would be to create a climate
in America where we genuinely respected one
another, where we were genuinely committed
to giving one another a chance.

I see our former attorney general, Mr. Mo-
rales, back there. Is there life after politics,
Dan? [Laughter] T hope that in my lifetime we
will see a Hispanic-American Governor of Texas,
President of the United States, on the Supreme
Court, doing all these things. I hope that will
be true of all the ethnic groups that are coming
into our country and enriching us.

But more important than that, even, I hope
that all of our children will have a chance to
define and live their dreams, whatever they are.
Your Congressman is an unbelievably effective
public servant. And it’s not just because he can
worry me to death until I finally say yes; it’s
because he proceeds from the right philosophy.
Everybody counts. Everybody should have a
chance. We'll all do better when we help each
other. It's worked pretty well for America.

I just want to ask you from the bottom of
my heart—you know how I feel about Vice
President Gore, you know what he’s done here
in the empowerment zone and other things—
but the main thing I want you to think about,
for all of us, what happens to us individually
is not as important as the direction the country
takes. And I have fought very, very hard to
keep the poison and the division and the ani-
mosity and the Washington political games to
a minimum in terms of their ability to impact
you and interfere with what we were all trying
to do together.

Now it’s up to you again. And all these elec-
tions, from the Presidency to the Senate and
Congress races, the governorships, all these elec-
tions, they're like giant job interviews. And you
have to decide not only who to hire but what
are they going to do. And just remember, as
they used to tell me when I was a kid growing
up in Arkansas: When you see a turtle on a
fencepost, chances are it didn’t get there by
accident. [Laughter]

Here we are. It didn’t happen by accident.
And we will never forgive ourselves if we blow
this opportunity. So instead of relaxing, we
should bear down and lift our sights and open
our hearts and hands and make this election
a time when we seize our deepest, fondest
hopes and our biggest dreams for our children.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Rep-
resentative  Hinojosa’s wife, Martha Lopez
Hinojosa, and their daughter Karen; luncheon
hosts Zeke and Livia Reyna and Alonzo and Yoli
Cantu; Texas State Senator Carlos Truan; and
former Texas State Attorney General Dan Mo-
rales.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the Extension of
Normal Trade Relations Status for Albania

February 9, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:

I am submitting an updated report to the
Congress concerning the emigration laws and
policies of Albania. The report indicates contin-
ued Albanian compliance with U.S. and inter-
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national standards in the area of emigration. In
fact, Albania has imposed no emigration restric-
tions, including exit visa requirements, on its
population since 1991.
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