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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Egypt-United States Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty With Documentation
February 2, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Arab Republic of Egypt on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Cairo on May 3, 1998. I transmit also a related
exchange of diplomatic notes for the information
of the Senate. The report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty is enclosed.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. The Treaty should be
an effective tool to assist in the prosecution of
a wide variety of crimes, including terrorism and
drug-trafficking offenses. The Treaty is self-exe-
cuting.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes taking the
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records and items of evidence; locat-
ing or identifying persons or items; serving doc-
uments; transferring persons in custody for testi-
mony or other purposes; executing requests for
searches and seizures; assisting in proceedings
related to immobilization and forfeiture of as-
sets, restitution, and collection of fines; and any
other form of assistance not prohibited by the
laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 2, 2000.

Remarks at the National Conference of State Legislatures Dinner
February 2, 2000

Thank you very much. Representative
Mannweiler, thank you for that fine introduc-
tion—reminding me of my days as Governor,
which, on some days up here, have looked pretty
good. [Laughter]

I want to thank you for meeting me when
I came in, along with your president-elect, Sen-
ator Jim Costa; vice president, Senator Steve
Saland; my longtime friend Representative Dan
Blue, your immediate past president; John
Phelps; Bill Pound. I brought with me my As-
sistant for Relations with State and Local Gov-
ernments, Mickey Ibarra, Matt Bennett, and
others from the White House. And I want to
tell you, I’m delighted to be here on your 25th
anniversary.

One of the most impressive things that I
found out in preparing to come here tonight
is that more than 260 Members of the United
States Congress are former State legislators and
NCSL members. And I see a number of them

out here tonight of both parties. I’m almost
tempted to finish my State of the Union Ad-
dress. [Laughter]

I want to thank you for two things: first of
all, for working with us to try to get the right
balance between the Federal Government and
State and local governments. And your president
talked a lot about that; there’s no need in my
repeating it. But when I came to Washington,
I felt very strongly that the National Govern-
ment should actually do a lot more in some
areas but that we should proceed in a different
way, and that because of the size of the deficit,
which was then $290 billion and projected to
be over $400 billion this year, we were going
to have to find a way to increase our investment
in education and cut the size of the deficit,
shrink the size of the Government, and forge
more partnerships with State government and
with local government.
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