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Feb. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Ratification of
World Intellectual Property Organization Treaties
January 31, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by the second proviso of the reso-

lution of advice and consent to ratification of
the World Intellectual Property Organization
Copyright Treaty and the World Intellectual
Property Organization Performances and
Phonograms Treaty, passed by the Senate on
October 21, 1998, I transmit herewith the first
report on the status of the ratification of those
treaties and related matters.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on February 1.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an Exchange
With Reporters
February 1, 2000

The President. Let me say I am delighted
to have the congressional leadership here
today—a good day for them to come, because
today all of us as Americans celebrate the month
where we mark the longest economic expansion
in the history of the United States. It’s an expan-
sion that was earned by the American people
through hard work, high technology, open mar-
kets, fiscal discipline, and one that I think we
can all be justifiably proud of, but we ought
to be determined to continue to deepen, to im-
prove.

I also am looking forward to working in what
will be a fast-paced congressional year, because
of all the other things that are going on this
year. But I think if we work together, we can
get a lot done. And I am hoping that among
other things, that the areas where there’s already
been some expressed interest in working to-
gether, like continuing to pay down the debt,
working on bringing economic opportunities to
our new markets, saving Social Security, that
these things will see some real progress.

As all of you know, we have some unfinished
business that I’d like to see dealt with. I hope
we can allocate the interest savings from debt
reduction to lengthen the life of Social Security.
I hope we can reach agreement on a Medicare
reform package which includes prescription
drugs but also some reforms. I hope we can

pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights and see some
action on the gun legislation and the minimum
wage and a few other things.

But I think we can really get some things
done. And I just want to say to all of you,
I am committed to working with you in looking
for positive avenues to cooperate, and I think
we’ll find some.

Mr. Speaker.
Q. Mr. President——
Speaker J. Dennis Hastert. Oh, I think

there’s——
The President. We’ll let them speak, and then

we’ll take your questions.

[At this point, Speaker of the House J. Dennis
Hastert, Senator Trent Lott, Senator Thomas A.
Daschle, and Representative Richard A.
Gephardt made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you.

Gun Safety Legislation
Q. Mr. President, no one mentioned gun con-

trol—30,000 people are killed every year by
guns——

The President. I think I did mention that.
Q. ——and even the safety locks on children.

What is this, that you can’t get this through?
The President. Well, I’m not sure we can’t.

It passed the Senate, and we’ve got it in the
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