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The President. Oh, I don’t want to charac-
terize that. I just try to get people together
and identify what they have in common and
identify what their differences are, try to get
people to keep in mind the big picture at the
end, what we want the—in this case, what we
hope and pray the Middle East will look like
in 5 years or 10 years from now. And then
try to work these things through to the end.
But we’re just trying to be helpful, and I hope
we are, and we’re working at it.

I hope you’ll wish us well, and I’ve got to
get up there.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:28 a.m. in the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Shepherdstown, WV. In his remarks,
he referred to James Madison University Presi-
dent Linwood Rose; National Coordinator for Se-
curity, Infrastructure Protection, and Counter-ter-
rorism Richard A. Clarke, National Security
Council; and Cuban youth Elian Gonzalez, res-
cued off the coast of Florida on November 25,
1999, whose custody the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service decided in favor of his Cuban
father. A reporter referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of
Florida.

Statement on Proposed Funding for the Little Rock Air Force Base
January 7, 2000

I am pleased to announce today that my
budget for next year will include $30 million
for a C–130J flight training simulator at the Lit-
tle Rock Air Force Base. The Little Rock Air
Force Base, the preeminent training location for
C–130’s, has long served a highly significant role
in our Nation’s system of national defense.

In fiscal year 2002 my budget provides $10
million for a facility to house this simulator.
I am also calling for upgrades to the existing
simulators—one each in fiscal year 2001, fiscal
year 2002, and fiscal year 2003—for a total of
over $12 million. Also, due to the strong efforts
of Representative Snyder, we will also fund over
$9 million for a much-needed fitness facility at
the base.

Finally, my budget will call for four C–130J’s,
two for the Air Force and two for the Marines.

I believe the simulators, the associated facili-
ties, and the planes I am announcing today will
support the Little Rock Air Force Base as it
continues to serve the vital function of training
our Nation’s pilots, and will ensure a strong
C–130 fleet, continuing its vital role in pro-
tecting U.S. national interests.

I want to specifically thank Senator Blanche
Lincoln and Representative Vic Snyder for their
tireless efforts on behalf of the base. Without
their attention to every detail of this program,
I would not be making this announcement
today. I look forward to working with Congress
to ensure that these important components are
fully funded in next year’s budget.

The President’s Radio Address
January 8, 2000

Good morning. January is the time of year
when many of us make New Year’s resolutions
and work hard to keep them. Today I want
to talk about steps we’re taking to keep a resolu-
tion of mine: making sure women and men get
the health care they need to have strong chil-
dren and healthy families.

First, our administration has worked hard to
make sure all women have access to prenatal
care. We know when women get medical atten-
tion before a baby is born, that child is much
more likely to be born healthy. And good health
is the most precious gift we can offer a child
or a family.
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