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because of race, color, religion, national origin,
gender, sexual orientation, or disability—they
hurt more. These crimes affect entire commu-
nities and strike at the heart of our American
system of values. This important legislation
sends a message that everyone is protected
under the law.

This legislation also recognizes that State and
local law enforcement still have primary respon-
sibility for investigating and prosecuting hate
crimes. It provides much needed assistance for
State and local law enforcement agencies. It pro-
vides financial assistance through grants and

help with investigations and prosecutions so that
Federal, State, and local law enforcement can
work together to ensure that perpetrators of
hate crimes are brought to justice. In addition,
the legislation ensures that Federal law enforce-
ment officers confer with State and local law
enforcement before bringing a case in Federal
court.

Today a majority of the Senate has spoken.
We must all work together to ensure that this
amendment is not removed during conference.
I urge all Members of Congress to send me
this legislation to sign into law.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Tobacco Litigation

Legislation
June 20, 2000

I am very pleased that the House of Rep-
resentatives reversed its position in favor of to-
bacco companies and today passed an amend-
ment to advance public health by siding with
American veterans and taxpayers.

The House decision today to reconsider its
support of tobacco companies clears the path
for the Veterans Administration to help support
tobacco litigation, which could mean billions of
dollars to improve veterans medical care. I ap-
plaud the perseverance of a bipartisan group,
led by Representative Henry Waxman, Rep-
resentative Lane Evans, Representative [im
Hansen, Representative Martin Meehan, Rep-

resentative Debbie Stabenow, Representative
David Obey, and Representative Lloyd Doggett,
whose efforts in past days have resulted in this
significant victory.

In the coming days and weeks, there will be
other attempts by Congress to block the Federal
Government’s tobacco litigation with riders sup-
ported by tobacco companies. This bipartisan
victory should be a model for Congress. The
legal responsibility of the tobacco companies
should be decided in the courts by the judicial
process. I call upon Congress to reject the inter-
ests of big tobacco and permit justice to run
its course.

Statement on European Security and Defense Policy

June 20, 2000

I welcome the progress the European Union
made at the Feira Summit to develop a common
European security and defense policy. It will
strengthen Europe’s ability—and responsibility—
to act in times of crisis. It will improve coopera-
tion between the European Union and NATO.
It will advance European unity while maintain-
ing the vitality of the transatlantic alliance. I
look forward to early implementation of the
agreed steps, including the establishment of
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NATO-EU working groups and regular meet-
ings with non-EU allies.

I also welcome the EU’s commitment to cre-
ate a standing roster of police officers who can
be deployed to support peacekeeping missions.
As we have seen in Bosnia and Kosovo, there
is a critical need for international civilian police
who can fill the gap between local police and
military peacekeepers in countries emerging
from conflict. We will continue to work with
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Europe to ensure such forces can deploy rapidly
when they are needed.

Statement on the Death of Former Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita of

Japan
June 20, 2000

I was saddened to learn of the death of
former Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and
wish to extend my condolences to his wife,
Naoko, his daughters, and the Japanese people.

Mr. Takeshita was a strong supporter of close
U.S.-Japan relations and a good friend of the
United States.

Remarks at the State Dinner Honoring King Mohamed VI of Morocco

June 20, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, Your Majesty, mem-
bers of the Moroccan delegation, welcome all
of you to the White House this evening. No
foreign guest is more deserving of a warm wel-
come here than King Mohamed.

Your Majesty, as I said this morning, it is
well known that when the 13 separate States
of America declared themselves the United
States, your ancestor, Sultan Sidi Mohamed, was
the very first sovereign to recognize our new
Nation.

The greatest heroes of our early history were
the strongest proponents of friendship with Mo-
rocco. The treaty of friendship between our Na-
tions was urged on Congress by Benjamin
Franklin, drafted by Thomas Jefferson, signed
by John Adams, and affirmed by George Wash-
ington in a letter to the Sultan. Our treaty of
friendship is the oldest American treaty of its
kind still enforced today.

In the two centuries since it was first signed,
we have seen much to admire and be grateful
for in our friendship. As the Arab nation which
lies closest to the West, you have been a bridge
across cultures. You have a proud tradition of
independence, known the world over for your
generosity and hospitality. The oldest property
owned by America on foreign soil is one of
the most beautiful buildings in Tangier, a gift
to our country from yours.

Your Majesty, Hillary and Chelsea have visited
your country three times now. They have been

charmed again and again by the special char-
acter of Morocco, the warmth and hospitality
of your people, the beauty of the mountains
and the Madinahs, and especially your gen-
erosity of spirit.

For centuries, your land has been a model
of religious tolerance. When she was there, Hil-
lary asked people throughout your country,
“Where did you learn this tolerance?” And over
and over again they said, “We learned it from
our parents.” In Morocco, Your Majesty, that
appears to be especially true of kings.

During World War II, your wise and coura-
geous grandfather blocked efforts of the Vichy
government to identify and label Moroccan
Jews. Decades later, your father bravely opened
a dialog with Israel, paved the way for the Camp
David accords, and proved it is possible to be
commander of the faithful and a bridge between
faiths.

I was honored and humbled to represent the
United States in Rabat last year to show our
respect and affection for your father. I will never
forget setting forth on foot from the Royal Pal-
ace to the mausoleum and seeing hundreds of
thousands, indeed, millions of mourners on roof-
tops and treetops and along the side streets,
surging toward the cortege, expressing their
deep devotion to him.

I am pleased to tell you tonight that we are
establishing, in honor of your father, the King
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