
1171

Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / June 17

forget that most fathers out there really do want
to do a good job. That’s why today I’m also
directing a number of departments to develop
coordinated, interagency guidance to help States
and communities identify and use available Fed-
eral resources and opportunities for promoting
responsible fatherhood.

The research and the results are clear: Sup-
porting responsible fatherhood is good for chil-
dren, good for families, good for our Nation.
It’s why we propose building on our progress
with a $255 million responsible fatherhood ini-
tiative called ‘‘Fathers Work/ Families Win.’’
The fact is, many fathers can’t provide financial
and emotional support to their children, not be-
cause they’re deadbeat but because they’re
dead-broke.

Our initiative would help at least 40,000 more
low income fathers work and support their chil-
dren. Unfortunately, in the spending bill passed
in the House this week, the Congress turned
its back on this challenge by not including any

money for this important initiative. So I ask
Congress to work with me across party lines
to pass a budget that makes sure more fathers
can live up to their responsibility. Working to-
gether, we can help fathers better fulfill the
emotional, educational, and financial needs of
their children.

As we prepare to celebrate the first Father’s
Day of the new century, let’s do all we can
to help more fathers live up to that title, not
just through their financial support but also by
becoming more active, loving participants in
their children’s lives.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:15 a.m.
on June 16 in Classroom 230 at Joseph C.
Lanzetta School (Public School 96) in New York
City for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 17. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 16 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Geneva Protocol of 1925
June 17, 2000

Seventy-five years ago today, June 17, 1925,
the international community took a major step
toward protecting the world from the dangers
of weapons of mass destruction by concluding
the Geneva Protocol of 1925. In the aftermath
of the terrible casualties caused by poison gas
in World War I, the Geneva Protocol banned
the use in war of chemical and biological weap-
ons.

More recently, the international community
has worked to build on this achievement. The
1972 Biological Weapons Convention (BWC)
banned the development, production, and pos-
session of biological and toxin weapons, and the
1993 Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) did
the same for chemical weapons. Today, 135
countries are parties to the CWC, and 143 are
parties to the BWC. The United States has rati-
fied both agreements, and our commitment to
them has enjoyed strong bipartisan support.

Today, one of the greatest threats to American
and global security is the danger that adversary
nations or terrorist groups will obtain and use
chemical or biological weapons. The inter-

national agreements we have reached banning
these weapons are a critical component of our
effort to protect against this threat.

In my 1998 State of the Union Address, I
called on the international community to
strengthen the Biological Weapons Convention
with a new international inspection system to
help detect and deter cheating. Significant
progress has been made in Geneva at the Ad
Hoc Group of BWC States Parties toward
achieving this goal. We urge all participants in
this process to work toward the earliest possible
conclusion of a BWC Protocol that will further
strengthen international security.

On this 75th anniversary of the Geneva Pro-
tocol, I call on the countries of the world who
have not yet done so to join the Geneva Pro-
tocol, CWC, and BWC. I call on all parties
to strictly adhere to these agreements and to
work to strengthen them. It is more urgent than
ever that, true to the words of the Geneva Pro-
tocol, their prohibitions ‘‘shall be universally ac-
cepted . . . binding alike the conscience and
the practice of nations.’’
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