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June 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4:05
p.m. at the U.S. Ambassador’s residence. In his
remarks, he referred to Ambassador Thomas S.
Foley, and his wife, Heather; Prime Minister

Obuchi’s widow, Chizuko, his son, Go, and his
daughters, Yuko and Akiko; and Ethel Kennedy,
widow of Senator Robert F. Kennedy.

Statement on the Entertainment and Media Industry’s
Parental Media Guide Website
June 8, 2000

I applaud the media and the entertainment
industry for announcing that they have answered
our call to action to develop a one-stop website
for parents to learn more about how to monitor
and understand their children’s interaction with
the media. This website is a positive step, but
not the only one we need to take, to give par-
ents the tools they urgently need to help them
choose what media is appropriate for their chil-
dren. The First Lady challenged the industry
to develop this website, as part of the White
House Conference on Teenagers, to give parents
more and better information about how to use
the current media rating systems and parent ad-
visory guidelines voluntarily put in place by the

movie, television, music, and computer/video
game industries. Hillary and I will continue to
call on the industry to take the next step of
voluntarily creating a uniform rating system that
would apply to movies, television, music, and
video games.

The parental media guide can be found at
www.parentalguide.org. This website was jointly
developed and produced by the Motion Picture
Association of America, the National Cable Tele-
vision Association, the National Association of
Broadcasters, the Recording Industry Association
of America, and the Interactive Digital Software
Association.

Statement on Congressional Action on Electronic Signatures Legislation
June 8, 2000

I am pleased that House and Senate conferees
have reached bipartisan agreement on important
electronic commerce legislation, the ‘‘Electronic
Signatures in Global and National Commerce
Act.’’ This legislation will remove legal barriers
to doing business on-line while preserving con-
sumer protections. Congress should quickly send
the bill to my desk.

E-commerce offers substantial benefits for
businesses and consumers in terms of efficiency,
convenience, and lower costs and is a vital
source of dynamism for the American economy.
If we are to achieve the full potential of elec-
tronic business-to-business and business-to-con-
sumer commerce, however, some minimal
ground rules are necessary. Business needs legal
certainty that a contract formed and executed
on-line will be no less valid than its pen-and-
ink counterpart. Consumers need confidence

that they are as safe doing business in the elec-
tronic world as they are on paper.

The bipartisan agreement reached by con-
ferees is a responsible and balanced approach
to accomplishing both of these goals. The legis-
lation would remove barriers to E-commerce by
establishing technology-neutral legal standards
for electronic contracts and signatures. It would
ensure that consumer protections on-line will
be equivalent to those in the paper world.

I applaud the leadership of Chairmen Bliley
and McCain who reached across party lines and
built a bipartisan consensus. I am also grateful
to the Democrats who worked so constructively
to reach bipartisan agreement in conference, in-
cluding Senators Hollings, Leahy, Sarbanes, and
Wyden and Congressmen Dingell and Markey.
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