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Russia-United States Joint Statement on Principles of Strategic Stability

June 4, 2000

1. The Presidents of the United States of
America and the Russian Federation agree on
the need to maintain strategic nuclear stability.
Agreements between them help accomplish this
objective.

2. They are dedicated to the cause of
strengthening strategic stability and international
security. They agree that capability for deter-
rence has been and remains a key aspect of
stability and predictability in the international
security environment.

3. The Presidents, welcoming the ratification
of START-II Treaty and related documents by
the Russian Federation, look forward to the
completion of the ratification process in the
United States.

4. They announce that discussions will inten-
sify on further reductions in the strategic forces
of the United States and Russia within the
framework of a future START-III Treaty, and
on ABM issues, in accordance with the Moscow
Statement of 1998 and Cologne Statement of
1999 by the Presidents.

5. They agree on the essential contribution
of the ABM Treaty to reductions in offensive
forces, and reaffirm their commitment to that
Treaty as a cornerstone of strategic stability.

6. They agree that the international commu-
nity faces a dangerous and growing threat of
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and
their means of delivery, including missiles and
missile technologies, and stress their desire to
reverse that process, including through existing
and possible new international legal mecha-
nisms. They agree that this new threat rep-
resents a potentially significant change in the
strategic situation and international security en-
vironment.

7. They agree that this emerging threat to
security should be addressed and resolved
through mutual cooperation and mutual respect
of each other’s security interests.

8. They recall the existing provision of the
ABM Treaty to consider possible changes in the
strategic situation that have a bearing on the
provisions of the Treaty, and, as appropriate,
to consider possible proposals for further in-
creasing the viability of the Treaty.
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9. The Presidents reaffirm their commitment
to continuing efforts to strengthen the ABM
Treaty and to enhance its viability and effective-
ness in the future, taking into account any
changes in the international security environ-
ment.

10. In reinforcing the effectiveness of the
ABM Treaty under present and prospective con-
ditions the United States of America and the
Russian Federation attach great importance to
enhancing the viability of the Treaty through
measures to promote greater cooperation, open-
ness, and trust between the sides.

11. The United States of America and the
Russian Federation note the importance of the
consultative process and reaffirm their deter-
mination to continue consultations in the future
to promote the objectives and implementation
of the provisions of the ABM Treaty.

12. The key provisions recorded in our agree-
ments and statements, including at the highest
level, create a basis for both countries’ activities
regarding strategic arms under present-day con-
ditions.

13. Such an approach creates confidence that
the further strengthening of strategic stability
and further reductions in nuclear forces will be
based on a foundation that has been tested over
decades and advances both countries’ interests
and security.

14. The Presidents have directed the develop-
ment of concrete measures that would allow
both sides to take necessary steps to preserve
strategic stability in the face of new threats,
and called on their Ministers and experts to
prepare a report for review by the Presidents.

15. They agree that issues of strategic offen-
sive arms cannot be considered in isolation from
issues of strategic defensive arms and vice
versa—an interrelationship that is reflected in
the ABM Treaty and aims to ensure equally
the security of the two countries.

16. The United States of America and the
Russian Federation intend to base their activities
in the area of strategic offensive and defensive
arms on the principles set forth in this docu-
ment.



Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / June 4

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement,
which was formally entitled, “Joint Statement by

the Presidents of the United States of America
and the Russian Federation on Principles of Stra-
tegic Stability.”

Russia-United States Memorandum of Agreement on Establishment of a
Joint Center for Early Warning Systems Data Exchange and Missile

Launch Notifications
June 4, 2000

The United States of America and the Russian
Federation, hereinafter referred to as the Par-
ties, Guided by the Joint Statement of the Presi-
dents of the United States of America and the
Russian Federation on the Exchange of Informa-
tion on Missile Launches and Early Warning
of September 2, 1998,

Taking into account the need to minimize the
consequences of a false missile attack warning
and to prevent the possibility of a missile launch
caused by such false warning,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

1. In order to set up an uninterrupted ex-
change of information on launches of ballistic
missiles and space launch vehicles from the early
warning systems of the United States of America
and the Russian Federation, hereinafter, the
warning systems of the Parties, as well as to
provide for the possible implementation of a
multilateral regime for the exchange of notifica-
tions of launches of ballistic missiles and space
launch vehicles, the Parties shall establish, in
Moscow, a joint center for the exchange of data
from early warning systems and notifications of
missile launches, hereinafter, the Joint Data Ex-
change Center (JDEC).

2. Each Party shall appoint its representative
and deputy representatives, hereinafter, respec-
tively, the JDEC Heads and Deputy Heads, who
shall have equal rights in managing the activities
of the [DEC.

3. The JDEC Heads shall jointly carry out
the daily management of JDEC activities, and
shall be jointly responsible for the performance
of the tasks assigned to the JDEC.

4. Operations of the JDEC shall be jointly
carried out by specially trained operational per-
sonnel of the Parties.

Article 2

The JDEC shall provide for the:

a. implementation of an exchange of informa-
tion on launches of ballistic missiles and space
launch vehicles detected by the warning systems
of the Parties;

b. efficient resolution of possible ambiguous
situations related to information from the warn-
ing systems of the Parties;

c. creation of the conditions for the prepara-
tion and maintenance of a unified database for
a multilateral regime for the exchange of notifi-
cations of launches of ballistic missiles and space
launch vehicles.

Article 3

1. Information shall be exchanged on the fol-
lowing types of objects detected by the warning
systems of the Parties in accordance with Ap-
pendices 1 and 2 to this Memorandum, which
define the types of objects on which information
shall be exchanged and the implementation
phases of the information exchange:

a. all launches of ICBMs and SLBMs of the
United States of America and the Russian Fed-
eration;

b. launches of ballistic missiles, that are not
ICBMs or SLBMs, of the United States of
America and the Russian Federation;

c. launches of ballistic missiles of third states
that could pose a direct threat to the Parties
or that could create an ambiguous situation and
lead to possible misinterpretation;

d. launches of space launch vehicles.

2. Each Party, at its discretion, in support
of the objectives of this Memorandum or Article
3 of the Agreement on Measures to Reduce
the Risk of Outbreak of Nuclear War Between
the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics of September 30,
1971, may also provide information on other
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