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village, to the village computer, where there was
someone there who helped her operate it. And
she called up the health department and got
instructions, with very good software, very good
visuals, about how she should care for this baby
for the first 6 months. And I reviewed it—
it’s just as good as anything she could get in
the wealthiest community in America from the
finest obstetrician—so that we’re going to keep
more babies alive because of the Internet.

So those are three examples of things that
I think we should be focused on. And those
of us in the wealthier countries should be pro-
viding the money and the technical support for

countries to do more of this, because it will
move more people more quickly out of poverty,
I think, than anything that’s ever been out there,
if we do it right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the Chancellery. In his remarks,
he referred to President Ricardo Lagos of Chile;
and Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Chancellor
Schroeder, President Cardoso, and President de
la Rua.

Russia-United States Joint Statement on Cooperation To Combat
Global Warming
June 4, 2000

President of the United States Clinton and
President of the Russian Federation Putin reaf-
firm the commitment of the United States and
the Russian Federation to cooperate in taking
action to reduce the serious risks of global
warming. They take note of the significant con-
tributions to environmental protection made by
the U.S.-Russian Joint Commission on Economic
and Technical Cooperation under the co-chair-
manship of Vice President Gore and the Prime
Minister of the Russian Federation.

The Presidents declare their conviction that
national and global economic growth can be
achieved while continuing to protect the global
climate. They note with approval the close co-
operation of the two countries in multilateral
negotiations to elaborate upon elements of the
Kyoto Protocol to the U.N. Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change. The Presidents stress
the importance of fully developing the Protocol’s
flexibility mechanisms, including international
emissions trading and joint implementation,
which are essential to achieving countries’ green-
house gas (GHG) emissions reduction commit-
ments under the Protocol. They believe trans-
parent rules for these mechanisms must be de-
veloped.

The Presidents further note the potential of
the Kyoto Protocol mechanisms to promote in-
vestment in all areas where it is possible to
limit or reduce GHG emissions. They reaffirm

the opposition of the U.S. and Russian govern-
ments to proposals that limit the Kyoto Protocol
mechanisms by placing quantitative restrictions
on the transfer of Parties’ assigned amounts. The
Presidents reiterate the commitment of their
governments to work for agreement on these
and other issues at the Sixth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties taking place in The
Hague in November of this year.

Building upon previous joint accomplish-
ments, the U.S. and Russia plan to continue
their cooperation on the problem of global cli-
mate change.

President Clinton declares the intention of the
Government of the United States of America
to continue cooperation with Russia in the meas-
urement and reporting of GHG emissions, the
development of market-based tools for managing
those emissions, and the identification of specific
opportunities in Russia to further reduce or se-
quester those emissions.

President Putin, noting the significant con-
tributions made by the Russian Federation to
reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, declares
the intention of the Russian Federation to ex-
pand and strengthen the mutually-beneficial
U.S.-Russian cooperation in the area of the fight
against global warming, paying special attention
to the activities of the Joint Russian-American
Climate Policy Working Group.
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Through these actions, Presidents Clinton and
Putin express their conviction that effective steps
can be taken by political leaders, and by leaders
in scientific, business, and other circles, to pro-
tect the planet that we share from the threat
of global warming.

Moscow

June 4, 2000

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Russia-United States Joint Statement Concerning Management and
Disposition of Excess Weapon-Grade Plutonium and Related Cooperation
June 4, 2000

The Presidents of the United States and the
Russian Federation announced today completion
of the bilateral Agreement for the management
and disposition of weapon-grade plutonium
withdrawn from their respective nuclear weapon
programs and declared excess to defense pur-
poses. This Agreement will ensure that this plu-
tonium will be changed into forms unusable for
nuclear weapons by consumption as fuel in nu-
clear reactors or by immobilization rendering
it suitable for geologic disposal.

Based on the 1998 Summit Joint Statement
of Principles for Management and Disposition
of Plutonium, this Agreement charts the course
and sets the conditions for such activities. It
reconfirms our determination to take steps nec-
essary to ensure that it is never again used for
nuclear weapons or any other military purpose
and is managed and disposed in a way that
is safe, secure, ecologically sound, transparent
and irreversible. It reaffirms our commitment
to nuclear disarmament.

This Agreement will ensure that the manage-
ment and disposition activities are monitored
and, thus, transparent for the international com-
munity. It provides for International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) verification once appro-
priate agreements with the IAEA are concluded.

This Agreement builds on the approaches to
such plutonium management and disposition

agreed at the 1996 G–8 Moscow Nuclear Safety
and Security Summit. We reaffirm our inten-
tions to continue to work closely with other
countries, in particular other G–8 leaders, who
have provided strong support over past years
for initiation and implementation of these pro-
grams. In this regard, we hope that significant
progress will be made as well at the G–8 Sum-
mit this July in Okinawa.

This Agreement will enable new cooperation
to go forward between the United States and
the Russian Federation. We note that the
United States Congress has appropriated 200
million USD for this cooperation and the U.S.
Administration intends to seek additional appro-
priations.

This Agreement will soon be signed by Vice
President Gore and Prime Minister Kasyanov.

Moscow
June 4, 2000

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement,
which was formally entitled, ‘‘Joint Statement
Concerning Management and Disposition of
Weapon-Grade Plutonium Designated as No
Longer Required for Defense Purposes and Re-
lated Cooperation.’’
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