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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Normal Trade

Relations Status for China
June 2, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I hereby transmit a report including my rea-
sons for determining that continuation of the
waiver currently in effect for the People’s Re-
public of China under subsection 402(d)(1) of
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended, (the “Act”)
will substantially promote the objectives of sec-
tion 402 of the Act.

The President’s Radio Address
June 3, 2000

Good morning. Earlier this week, I attended
a summit with European leaders to focus on
the opportunities and challenges of the new
economy. One of those changes, clearly, is
bridging the digital divide and helping all our
people make the most of technology’s promise.
Today I want to talk with you about new steps
our administration is taking to help America’s
students and teachers do just that.

I'm proud of the progress we’ve made over
the last 7 years to expand access to technology
in our schools. In 1994 only 35 percent of our
schools had any Internet connection; today, 95
percent do. In 1994 only 3 percent of our class-
rooms were actually connected to the Internet.
Today, thanks in large part to the E-rate pro-
gram championed by Vice President Gore, 95
percent of our schools, as I said, are wired,
but now 63 percent of our classrooms have an
Internet connection. That’s a very big step. But
there’s more to do, and it’s about more than
computers and connections.

Access is important, but it’s only a means
to an end. The ultimate purpose of computers
in the classroom is to boost student performance
and help children learn. That can only happen
if teachers have the best training to make the
most of this technology.

Today, two out of three teachers with access
to a computer say they don’t feel well-prepared
to use it in class. We owe it to America’s chil-
dren to help their teachers become as com-
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Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
related memorandum of June 2 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

fortable with a computer as they are with a
chalkboard. And we must start early. With rising
student enrollment and teacher retirements,
America will need more than 2 million new
teachers over the next 10 years. We have to
make sure every one of them can use a com-
puter to help students meet high standards.
We're taking steps to do that.

Earlier this year, the deans of over 200 col-
leges of education committed to work with our
administration to meet this goal. Today I'm an-
nouncing $128 million in new 3-year technology
grants to help tomorrow’s teachers prepare 21st
century students. We're awarding 122 grants to
teacher colleges and other partners in every re-
gion of the country. These resources will train
new teachers to use technology to improve stu-
dent achievement.

A grant to Western Michigan University, for
example, will be used to build partnerships with
business leaders and local school districts to help
future teachers use technology in the classroom.
San Diego State University is receiving a grant
to develop advanced technologies to improve
student reading and teach educators throughout
California.

Combined with past grants, today’s awards
will help train as many as 600,000 new teachers
nationwide. My budget for the coming year dou-
bles our investment in quality technology train-
ing to reach a million teachers by 2004.
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