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is deeply rooted in our shared history. The
American Revolution, after all, stemmed in part
from the Seven Years War, which in turn
stemmed from a treaty signed here in Aachen
in 1748.

Now, a few days ago, I stood at the mouth
of the Tagus River in Lisbon. From that spot
over five centuries ago, brave Europeans began
to explore the far reaches of our planet. They
traveled unimaginable distances and conquered
indescribable adversity on their way to find Asia,
Africa, and the Americas. In their wake, the
sons and daughters of this continent came across
the Atlantic to populate places they called New
Spain, New England, New France, New Nether-
lands, Nova Scotia, New Sweden, in short, a
new Europe. Without the longing for a new
Europe, there never would have been an Amer-
ica in the first place.

Now, as the longing for a new Europe takes
root on the soil of the old continent, we should
never let a sense of history’s inevitability cloud
our wonder at how astonishingly Europeans
changed the rest of the world through enter-
prise, imagination, and their ability to grow,
qualities that always will define Europe’s identity
far more accurately than any mapmaker ever
will.

In the years ahead, as pilgrims of peace come
here to Aachen, I hope they will reflect on

the similarity of the two monuments enshrined
here: first, the magnificent cathedral holding
Charlemagne’s mortal remains, begun in his life-
time, added to throughout the Middle Ages, re-
paired in the 20th century, when our failure
to keep the peace required it; and second, the
peace and unity that three generations have
been building for five decades now in Europe,
a work far from complete, perhaps never to
be completed, but completely worthy of our best
labors and dreams. Let us keep building this
cathedral, the cathedral of European unity, on
the foundation of our alliance for freedom. Be-
cause I have tried to lay a stone or two in
my time, I am honored and humbled to accept
this prize.
Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
Katschof Courtyard at the Aachen Cathedral. In
his remarks, he referred to Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany; Lord Mayor Jurgen Lin-
den of Aachen; President Johannes Rau of Ger-
many; President Vaclav Havel of the Czech Re-
public; King Juan Carlos of Spain; President Tarja
Halonen of Finland; and President Slobodan
Milosevic of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro).
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Thank you very much. Mr. Mayor, Mr. Presi-
dent, the rector of the university, and the Char-
lemagne Prize Foundation members. I have
given my speech today, so I would just like
to make a couple of comments. First, let me
say that I have wanted to come to this great
city since I was a young man, over 35 years
ago, when I first began to study the history
of Europe. And so today was, for me, a personal
dream come true. And I only regret that I didn’t
get to spend more time in the cathedral.
[Laughter] But the mayor says I can come back.
[Laughter]

Let me also say how very impressed I am
by the modern things about this city, as well,
beginning with the mayor and the enlightened
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speech that he gave and the energy and friendli-
ness of the people. I have enjoyed it very much.

I would like to say just a word about the
Charlemagne Prize itself. Fifty years ago, when
this prize was created, the city fathers were true
visionaries. They refused to give in to the de-
spair that enveloped so much of Europe. Today
after I gave my speech, so many people came
up to me and said, “Youre so optimistic.” And
I thought I was being faithful to the founders
of the prize. And I find it foolish to have any
other attitude toward life. If you look back over
the last 50 years, I think it is remarkable how
far we have come. And yes, there are great
challenges, but there’s no reason to believe that
good people can’t do what needs to be done.
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Let me say with regard to the prize, since
it is really about European unity and, for me,
transatlantic unity, I thought that the best thing
I could do would be to donate the prize money
to a student exchange program that would pro-
mote unity in a more immediate sense among
people still young enough to make the most
of it. And so the exchange program that I am
going to give the prize money to joins Aachen
and its sister city, Arlington, Virginia, which is
just across the river from the White House.
And there they are. I see them.

So I hope that some good will come of it
and that young people from this community and

Arlington will gain a deeper insight into our
respective nations and a greater understanding
of the future that they will have to build.

This has been a wonderful day for me. Thank
you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Council Chamber at City Hall. In his remarks,
he referred to Lord Mayor Jurgen Linden of
Aachen; President Johannes Rau of Germany; and
Rector Burkhard Rauhut, Aachen Technical Uni-
versity.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Normal Trade

Relations Status for Vietnam
June 2, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I hereby transmit the document referred to
in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the “Act”), with respect to
a further 12-month extension of the authority
to waive subsections (a) and (b) of section 402
of the Act. This document constitutes my rec-
ommendation to continue in effect this waiver
authority for a further 12-month period, and
includes my reasons for determining that con-
tinuation of the waiver authority and the waiver

currently in effect for Vietnam will substantially
promote the objectives of section 402 of the
Act.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
related memorandum of June 2 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Normal Trade

Relations Status for Belarus
June 2, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I hereby transmit a report including my rea-
sons for determining that continuation of the
waiver currently in effect for the Republic of
Belarus under subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended, (the “Act”) will sub-
stantially promote the objectives of section 402
of the Act.

Sincerely,

WiLLiaM J. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
related memorandum of June 2 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.
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