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time. Let’s all eat well and eat right. Let’s enjoy

the outdoors and get some physical activity and

be thankful for the bounteous times in which

we live and the country that makes us so proud.
Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:39 p.m. on
May 26 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 27. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 26 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Ulster Unionist Council Vote in Northern Ireland

May 27, 2000

I am delighted that, with today’s historic de-
velopments, the Northern Ireland peace process
is back on track. I congratulate David Trimble
and the Ulster Unionist Council on their deci-
sion to return to self-government in Northern
Ireland. This is a giant step toward fulfillment
of the historic promise of the Good Friday ac-
cord to provide self-government to all the peo-
ple on the basis of equality, consent, and the
use of exclusively peaceful means. The parties
are now ready to reenter the Executive and
Legislative Assembly in the coming days. It is

now possible for the politics of conflict to be
transformed into the politics of consensus. I ap-
plaud the leadership of Tony Blair, Bertie
Ahern, and all the parties. The wind is back
in the sails of peace in Northern Ireland.

NOTE: The statement referred to Ulster Unionist
Party leader and Northern Ireland First Minister
David Trimble; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; and Prime Minister Bertie
Ahern of Ireland.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia

May 29, 2000

Thank you very much. Secretary Cohen, thank
you for your kind remarks and for your leader-
ship. General Ivany, Superintendent Metzler,
Colonel Durham, Secretary West, Secretary
Slater, General Shelton and the Joint Chiefs,
General McCaffrey, Members of Congress and
the diplomatic corps, veterans and family mem-
bers, members of the Armed Services, members
of the Armed Services who gave their lives for
our country, my fellow Americans.

We are blessed again today, together again
in this magnificent amphitheater in our National
Cemetery, to remember our fallen heroes. We
honor, as well, all the proud veterans who would
have made the same sacrifice if God had but
called His heroes home in a different order.

As you entered the grounds this morning, you
saw every gravestone decorated with an Amer-
ican flag. Indeed, this day of remembrance was
first known as Decoration Day, launched in
1868 by the Commander in Chief of the Grand

Army of the Republic who designated this day
for decorating the graves of comrades who died
in defense of their country. Some still mark
this holiday in the same way.

On Thursday before Memorial Day, this year
and every year for more than 40 years now,
the entire regiment of 1,200 soldiers of the 3d
U.S. Infantry has honored America’s fallen he-
roes by placing American flags before every sin-
gle one of the more than 260,000 gravestones
here at Arlington; then remaining on patrol 24
hours a day all weekend long to make sure
each flag remains standing.

All across our country in small towns and
large cities, veterans groups represented here
today perform the same sacred ritual. I want
to recognize and thank the members of the Old
Guard and the veterans all across America for
their patriotism, devotion, and commitment to
honoring the original meaning of Memorial Day.
I thank them very, very much.
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