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time. Let’s all eat well and eat right. Let’s enjoy

the outdoors and get some physical activity and

be thankful for the bounteous times in which

we live and the country that makes us so proud.
Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:39 p.m. on
May 26 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 27. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 26 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Ulster Unionist Council Vote in Northern Ireland

May 27, 2000

I am delighted that, with today’s historic de-
velopments, the Northern Ireland peace process
is back on track. I congratulate David Trimble
and the Ulster Unionist Council on their deci-
sion to return to self-government in Northern
Ireland. This is a giant step toward fulfillment
of the historic promise of the Good Friday ac-
cord to provide self-government to all the peo-
ple on the basis of equality, consent, and the
use of exclusively peaceful means. The parties
are now ready to reenter the Executive and
Legislative Assembly in the coming days. It is

now possible for the politics of conflict to be
transformed into the politics of consensus. I ap-
plaud the leadership of Tony Blair, Bertie
Ahern, and all the parties. The wind is back
in the sails of peace in Northern Ireland.

NOTE: The statement referred to Ulster Unionist
Party leader and Northern Ireland First Minister
David Trimble; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom; and Prime Minister Bertie
Ahern of Ireland.

Remarks at a Memorial Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia

May 29, 2000

Thank you very much. Secretary Cohen, thank
you for your kind remarks and for your leader-
ship. General Ivany, Superintendent Metzler,
Colonel Durham, Secretary West, Secretary
Slater, General Shelton and the Joint Chiefs,
General McCaffrey, Members of Congress and
the diplomatic corps, veterans and family mem-
bers, members of the Armed Services, members
of the Armed Services who gave their lives for
our country, my fellow Americans.

We are blessed again today, together again
in this magnificent amphitheater in our National
Cemetery, to remember our fallen heroes. We
honor, as well, all the proud veterans who would
have made the same sacrifice if God had but
called His heroes home in a different order.

As you entered the grounds this morning, you
saw every gravestone decorated with an Amer-
ican flag. Indeed, this day of remembrance was
first known as Decoration Day, launched in
1868 by the Commander in Chief of the Grand

Army of the Republic who designated this day
for decorating the graves of comrades who died
in defense of their country. Some still mark
this holiday in the same way.

On Thursday before Memorial Day, this year
and every year for more than 40 years now,
the entire regiment of 1,200 soldiers of the 3d
U.S. Infantry has honored America’s fallen he-
roes by placing American flags before every sin-
gle one of the more than 260,000 gravestones
here at Arlington; then remaining on patrol 24
hours a day all weekend long to make sure
each flag remains standing.

All across our country in small towns and
large cities, veterans groups represented here
today perform the same sacred ritual. I want
to recognize and thank the members of the Old
Guard and the veterans all across America for
their patriotism, devotion, and commitment to
honoring the original meaning of Memorial Day.
I thank them very, very much.
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Arlington’s hallowed earth embraces the bod-
ies of service men and women from every one
of our Nation’s wars. Every generation has
borne a share of the burden of defending the
Republic and giving to each succeeding genera-
tion the chance for freedom. Presidents Ken-
nedy and Taft are buried here. Generals Per-
shing and Bradley are buried here. Admirals
Halsey and Rickover are buried here, as are
John Foster Dulles and Oliver Wendell Holmes,
George Marshall and Audie Murphy.

Three of the Marines we remember forever
for raising our flag on Iwo Jima—they are bur-
ied here. And of course, all the unknown, un-
sung heroes of more than two centuries of fight-
ing tyranny are buried here. This is sacred soil
and the heart and the history of America.

Our hearts go out today especially to those
our departed veterans left behind, the young
women who had to cancel a wedding, young
mothers who raised their children alone, moth-
ers and fathers who faced perhaps life’s greatest
heartbreak. To all the families who have placed
a gold star in their window, I renew our Nation’s
enduring pledge: The United States will always
honor and never forsake its fallen heroes. We
will not abandon their families. And wherever
it takes, as long as it takes, we will keep our
commitment to seek the fullest possible account-
ing.

This morning we were honored to receive
at the White House the sons and daughters and
spouses of servicemen still missing in action.
There is no more compelling way to understand
how important our continuous efforts are to the
hearts and minds of Americans than to hear
it from family members themselves. And that
is why I am pleased to announce to you today
that the United States and North Korea have
agreed to resume the talks the first week of
June in Kuala Lumpur in hopes of resuming
recovery operations in North Korea this year.

As we prepare to observe the 50th anniversary
of the beginning of the Korean war on June
25th, we reaffirm our commitment to the more
than 1.7 million Americans who served in Korea,
the more than 36,000 who lost their lives there,
and the more than 8,100 still missing.

I also want to tell you today about the latest
American soldier to come home. Just last week
our team of specialists identified finally and offi-
cially the remains of a soldier of the 1st Calvary
Regiment of the Americal division, whose Huey
helicopter was flying in the weeds at 25 feet
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over Laos in the summer of 1970 when it lost
power and crashed. The young soldier died im-
mediately. When others rushed to the scene to
bring his body out, they were forced back by
enemy fire. When they tried again a short time
later, they were again forced back. But finally,
America returned to recover its own.

Years later, with the help of several govern-
ments, extensive interviews, excavations, and
DNA testing, a positive identification was made.
Army Specialist 4 John E. Crowley, of
Williamson, New York, forever 20 years old, was
laid to rest here in Arlington Cemetery on Fri-
day in a simple ceremony attended by his moth-
er, brother, cousins, nieces, and nephews. For
the life and service of Specialist Crowley, for
the sacrifice of his family and every family that
has suffered such loss, America is eternally
grateful.

We are also grateful for the many groups like
Rolling Thunder who come to Washington to
advocate for our POW/MIA families. We hear
you. We certainly hear Rolling Thunder when
they're here. [Laughter] We welcome you, and
we are honored to work with you.

To preserve the peace, we must never forget
the sacrifices that have paved the way to peace.
Four years ago, Carmella LaSpada, a longtime
advocate for families who have lost a loved one
in conflict, asked a group of schoolchildren what
Memorial Day means. And the children said,
that’s the day the pool opens. [Laughter] Well,
that’s not their fault that that was their answer.
We adults must do more to teach them.

That's why Carmella worked with Lieutenant
Colonel Jeff Douglass and so many of you here
today to launch a new national commitment to
put “memorial” back in Memorial Day. So
today, for the third straight year, I ask all Ameri-
cans, in a profoundly symbolic and important
act of national unity, to pause wherever they
are at 3 p.m. local time, to observe a national
moment of remembrance for America’s fallen
heroes.

At that time, the somber tones of “Taps,”
our national requiem, will be played all across
America and beyond, in the U.S. Capitol, in
the Vietham Memorial, at Ellis Island and the
Liberty Bell, in VA hospitals and national parks,
on Voice of America and Armed Forces Net-
work, and in hundreds of places we Americans
will be gathering today. When little boys and
girls turn to their parents and whisper,
“Mommy, Daddy, what's happening?” a new
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generation of Americans will have a chance to
hear about the defenders of freedom.

As we remember their sacrifice, as Secretary
Cohen so eloquently pointed out, we must also
resolve to fulfill the obligation the rest of us
incurred with their sacrifice, to keep America
free and strong. If those who fought and died
for us could talk to us on this Memorial Day,
they might well ask, “America, have you made
our sacrifice matter?” At the dawn of a new
century, Americans can answer that question
with solemn pride. Today, we are fortunate to
be the most powerful and prosperous nation
on Earth, with a military respected around the
world. We could say, “Yes, America has made
your sacrifice matter.”

America is at peace, and the risk of war that
would scar the lives of a whole generation has
been vastly reduced. Yes, America has made
your sacrifice matter. You fought for freedom
in foreign lands, knowing it would protect our
freedom at home. Today, freedom advances all
around the world, and for the first time in all
human history, more than half the world’s peo-
ple choose their own leaders. Yes, America has
made your sacrifice matter.

You fought to conquer tyranny and bring
unity to Europe, where more than 100,000
American heroes are now buried. You gave your
lives in places like Flanders Field and Nor-
mandy. But today, Europe is more united, more
free, more peaceful than anytime in history. We
have three new allies in NATO and many new
partners across Europe’s old cold war divide.
Central Europe is free and flourishing. Soldiers
from almost every European country, the most
bitter former adversaries among them, now
serve under a single command, keeping the
peace in Bosnia, in Kosovo. Yes, America is
making your sacrifice matter.

We have more to do. Later today I will leave
for Europe, to meet with our partners in the
European Union in Portugal and to make the
first visit of an American President to Berlin
as the capital of a free and undivided Germany.
We will continue our work with our European
allies for peace and freedom—to make their sac-
rifice matter.

I will visit Russia, the former adversary with
whom we are trying so hard to build a new
partnership and a safer world. Russia has just
seen its first transition from one democratically
elected government to another in 1,000 years
of history. For the first time, an American Presi-

dent will speak to a democratically elected Rus-
sian Parliament. As we support those changes,
we will continue to push for greater and deeper
ones—to make their sacrifice matter.

I will go to Ukraine, a large country with
over 60 million people struggling to cast off
the bitter legacy of communism, located in a
strategic place that will determine much of the
future of the 21st century, to support those who
favor freedom and prosperity and stability—to
make their sacrifice matter.

The world of today would not be recognized
by those who lived at the beginning of the cold
war. Old adversaries have become allies; dicta-
torships have become democracies; Europe is
more peaceful and united; the communism we
fought to contain has collapsed, reformed, or
been discredited around the world.

Heartened by our progress toward peace and
prosperity, we will pursue the two remaining
challenges in fulfilling the age-old vision of a
Europe peaceful, democratic, and undivided:
bringing southeastern Europe and the former
states of the Soviet Union into the community
of democracies.

On this first Memorial Day of the 21st cen-
tury, the eighth and last Memorial Day I have
had the honor to address the people of this
country in this place as President, I give thanks
to all those who have stood their ground to
defend freedom and democracy and human dig-
nity, and especially to those and their families
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

Americans never fought for empires, for terri-
tory, for dominance, but many, many Americans
gave their lives for freedom. As we stand at
the dawn of a new century they never saw but
did so much to guarantee for us, far from fading
into the past, their sacrifice is paving the way
to our future.

Thirty, forty, fifty years after our fallen vet-
erans have gone, we can say, “Glory! Hallelujah!
Your truth is marching on.” May God bless you
all, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In
his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Robert R.
Ivany, USA, Commanding General, U.S. Army
Military District of Washington; John C. (Jack)
Metzler, superintendent, Arlington National
Cemetery; Col. Michael Durham, USA, Com-
mand Chaplain, Military District of Washington;
Carmella LaSpada, founder, No Greater Love,
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and events coordinator for the National Moment
of Remembrance; and Lt. Col. Jeff Douglass,
USMC, liaison, National Moment of Remem-

brance. The related proclamation of May 26 is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at the Arrival Ceremony in Lisbon, Portugal

May 30, 2000

Mr. President, Mrs. Sampaio, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, members of the Portuguese Government,
citizens of Portugal. Here at this historic point
of embarkation, from which Portuguese explor-
ers led an entire continent to see beyond the
horizon, we find ourselves again, as you said,
Mr. President, on a new voyage of discovery.

And at the dawn of a new century, Portugal
again is leading the way, strengthening the Eu-
ropean Union while preserving our transatlantic
partnership, building peace in the Balkans, sup-
porting democracy in Russia. Portugal has been
a clear, strong voice for peace and stability
throughout the world, and we have been proud
to stand with you in responding to floods in
Mozambique, in peacekeeping and humanitarian
operations from Kosovo to Africa to East Timor.

I thank Portugal, especially, for its constant
commitment to East Timor’s freedom. Just be-
fore the ceremony began today, the President
told me that some of the troops who marched
for us soon will be sent to join the peacekeeping
mission in East Timor. I know that this nation
is proud of those troops and their mission, and
on behalf of the American people, I thank you
for it.

The United States has always considered Por-
tugal an especially good neighbor, thanks in no
small part to the shared pride we both feel
in the numbers, the character, and the accom-
plishment of Portuguese-Americans who have
done so much to shape our Nation.

I look forward to my meetings with the
President and the Prime Minister. I want to
learn more about new Portuguese initiatives on
education, science, and technology. I applaud
Portugal for the work it is doing to give all
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its people the tools they need to succeed in
this global information age.

I also look forward to the U.S.-EU Summit.
I hope we will use these meetings not just to
strengthen our own ties but to address chal-
lenges beyond our borders. Mr. President, you
mentioned many of them, the AIDS epidemic
in Africa and Asia, the economic gulfs separating
the wealthiest from the rest of the world. These
problems require innovation, imagination, and
courage. Portugal’s history is filled with those
qualities, and I believe Portugal again will lead
the way.

When Vasco da Gama left here to explore
Africa and India, he built on the previous expe-
riences of  Portuguese explorers like
Bartholomeu Dias, the first European to go
around the Cape of Good Hope. That beautiful
promontory briefly had a different name. It was
called Cabo das Tormentas, Stormy Cape, after
the storms that gathered round it. But after
further reflection, its name was changed to Cabo
da Boa Esperanga, the Cape of Good Hope,
to reflect the unbounded confidence with which
Portugal faced the future.

Well, we have a few stormy waters still to
navigate. But we should do it with good hope,
and we should do it together.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. at the
Plaza of Torre de Belem. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Jorge Sampaio and his wife,
Maria ]osé Ritta, and Prime Minister Antonio
Guterres of Portugal. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of President Sampaio.
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