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and monitoring of coral reefs; and reducing the
adverse impacts of human activities by, for ex-
ample, creating an expanded and strengthened
network of Federal, State, and territorial coral
reef Marine Protected Areas, reducing the ad-
verse impact of extractive uses, and reducing
habitat destruction.

It is time now to take the Coral Reef Task
Force’s recommendations and implement them
to ensure the comprehensive protection of the
coral reef ecosystem of the Northwest Hawaiian
Islands through a coordinated effort among the
Departments of the Interior and Commerce and
the State of Hawaii.

Accordingly, I have determined that it is in
the best interest of our Nation, and of future
generations, to provide strong and lasting pro-
tection for the coral reef ecosystem of the
Northwest Hawaiian Islands, and I am directing
you to initiate an administrative process to that
end. Specifically, I direct you, working coopera-
tively with the State of Hawaii and consulting
with the Western Pacific Fisheries Management
Council, to develop recommendations within 90
days for a new, coordinated management regime
to increase protection of the ecosystem and pro-
vide for sustainable use. Further, I direct that
your recommendations address whether appro-
priate stewardship for the submerged lands and
waters of the Northwest Hawaiian Islands war-
rants exercise of my authority to extend perma-
nent protection to objects of historic or scientific
interest or to protect the natural and cultural
resources of this important area.

The recommendations should also:
• Review the status and adequacy of all on-

going efforts to protect the coral reef eco-
system, including proposed no-take ecologi-
cal reserves and the ongoing work of the
Western Pacific Fisheries Management
Council;

• To the extent permitted by law, ensure
that any actions that the Departments of

the Interior and Commerce authorize,
fund, or carry out will not degrade the
conditions of the coral reef ecosystems;

• Identify any further measures necessary to
protect cultural and historic resources and
artifacts;

• Identify any further measures necessary for
the protection of the ecosystem’s threat-
ened and endangered species, including
the endangered monk seal, sea turtles, and
short-tailed albatross;

• Establish a framework for scientific re-
search and exploration;

• Establish a framework for facilitating recre-
ation and tourism in the Northwest Hawai-
ian Islands consistent with the protection
and sustainable management of the eco-
system;

• Provide for culturally significant uses of the
Northwest Hawaiian Islands’ marine re-
sources by Native Hawaiians; and

• Address the development of a cooperative
framework, in consultation with the State
of Hawaii and the Western Pacific Fish-
eries Management Council, to ensure that
the goals set forth above will be imple-
mented in a cooperative manner, consistent
with existing authorities.

I also direct that during the 90-day period,
the Departments shall conduct ‘‘visioning’’ ses-
sions, which would provide opportunities for
public hearing and comment to help shape the
final recommendations.

With this new effort, we are taking strides
to fulfill the goal of the Coral Reef Task Force
to protect our precious coral reefs for the ben-
efit of future generations.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Videotaped Remarks to the National Nutrition Summit
May 26, 2000

I’m delighted to welcome you to the 2000
National Nutrition Summit and to thank you
for promoting the need for good nutrition, phys-

ical activity, and a healthy lifestyle in preventing
diet-related diseases. I also want to thank Sec-
retary Shalala and Secretary Glickman for their
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work on this summit. And I want to recognize
Ambassador McGovern and Senator Dole, two
of the leaders who played a pioneering role in
the first White House Conference on Food, Nu-
trition, and Health, back in 1969.

At that time, malnutrition, hunger, and obe-
sity were too often an accepted part of our
society, and we didn’t have the right resources
in place to address them. Our foods weren’t
labeled with nutritional information. Our na-
tional school lunch program wasn’t administered
properly, and we didn’t even have the means
to measure the levels of hunger and malnutrition
in our own country. The 1969 White House
Conference changed all that by encouraging the
Federal Government to expand and strengthen
its programs to reduce hunger and promote
good nutrition.

As President Nixon said then, the moment
is at hand to put an end to hunger. Today,
more than 30 years later, we have made great
strides in understanding and promoting the link
between nutrition and personal health. Our na-
tional investment in nutrition assistance has in-
creased more than thirtyfold since the first con-
ference. In 1999 alone, we delivered more than
$33 billion in nutrition assistance to our children
and our hardest pressed families.

Thanks in large part to your efforts, these
programs play a key role in promoting the health
of our entire Nation. The Women, Infants, and
Children’s program has given millions of young
families, more than 7 million Americans, both
the wise advise and the nutritious foods they
need to grow healthy and strong. Children en-
rolled in WIC programs are immunized earlier,
perform better in school, and spend less time
in the doctor’s office.

Our national school lunch program now pro-
vides nutritious lunches to more than 26 million
children in 95,000 schools across our land. Our
food stamp program brings nourishment to mil-
lions of Americans every day, and our improved
and expanded Head Start program reaches even
younger children and more families than ever.

But while we’ve come a long way in pro-
moting good nutrition and health, too many
Americans still are malnourished, without food,
or living unhealthy lifestyles. Nearly 55 percent
of our population is overweight or obese, includ-
ing one in five children. And today, four of
the leading causes of death in the United States
are nutrition-related. That’s why we must con-
tinue to help more Americans live healthier
lives.

For 7 years now, our administration has tried
to do that with substantial increases in funding
for WIC, Head Start, and child nutrition pro-
grams. This year our budget builds on that
progress.

I want to thank all of you for leading the
way to a healthier America. If we keep working
together, we can ensure that in the 21st century,
our people and our Nation are in the best shape
ever.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 5:30 p.m. on May 11 in the Map
Room for later broadcast. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
26. In his remarks, he referred to Ambassador
George S. McGovern, U.S. Representative, U.N.
Agencies for Food and Agriculture; and former
Senator Bob Dole. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Upcoming Elections in Peru
May 26, 2000

I deeply regret the decision by the Peruvian
electoral authorities to proceed with the elec-
tions this coming Sunday in spite of the well-
documented concerns of the OAS observer mis-
sion. Even a relatively brief delay would give
the OAS mission an opportunity to monitor the
electoral process with greater confidence.

As things stand, the OAS mission will not
monitor Sunday’s vote. I believe that is the cor-
rect decision under the circumstances.

Free, fair, and open elections are the founda-
tion of a democratic society. Without them, our
relationship with Peru inevitably will be affected.

We are consulting with our partners in the
hemisphere and the international community to
determine appropriate next steps.
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