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done so. And particularly, I would like to con-
gratulate President Zedillo, who took the initia-
tive to promote this primary and to open up
the political process in his country.

Situation in Pakistan

Q. Mr. President, how would you characterize
the situation in Pakistan differently than George
W. Bush did this last week?

The President. Look, I don’t want to get into
that. You all can handle the Presidential cam-
paign without me. You know that I'm very con-
cerned about the interruption of civilian leader-
ship in Pakistan. We would like to see a stronger
democratic system there, not the abandonment
of the system that they did have. And we are—
we have communicated that to General
Musharraf and to the others, and we will con-
tinue to work with them and hope that we can
achieve some progress there.

Remarks at Georgetown University
November 8, 1999

Thank you very much, Secretary Albright, for
your introduction and your leadership. From the
reception you just received, I would say you
can come home at any time. But I hope you'll
wait a while longer.

Thank you, Father O’Donovan, for welcoming
me back to Georgetown. Dean Gallucci, thank
you. Mrs. Quandt, thank you so much for this
lecture. And to the representatives of BMW,
members of the diplomatic community, the
many distinguished citizens who are here, and
to Mr. Billington, Mrs. Graham, and others, and
to all the young students who are here. In many
ways, this day is especially for you.

I too want to say a special word of thanks
to Prime Minister Zeman of the Czech Republic
and Prime Minister Dzurinda of Slovakia. They
have come a long way to be with us today.
They have come a long way with their people
in the last decade, from dictatorship to democ-
racy, from command and control to market
economies, from isolation to integration with
Europe and the rest of the world. It has been
a remarkable journey. You and your people have
made the most of the triumph of freedom after
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And I also want to encourage them to con-
tinue to work to diminish tensions with India
and to resolve matters in Kashmir, not to con-
tinue to use that, as has been done in times
past, to inflame tension on both sides of the
line of control, and in both countries. Those
countries need to be working on their long-
term challenges and their common interests.
And so I will continue to push for that as well.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. on the
South Grounds at the White House prior to de-
parture for Georgetown University. In his re-
marks, he referred to murder victim Matthew
Shepard’s parents, Dennis and Judy; President
Ermnesto Zedillo of Mexico; and Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, head of the Pakistani Armed Forces,
who led a military coup d’etat in Pakistan on Octo-
ber 14. A reporter referred to Republican Presi-
dential candidate Gov. George W. Bush of Texas.

the cold war. We thank you for your example
and for your leadership and your friendship, and
we welcome you. Thank you.

Today we celebrate one of history’s most re-
markable triumphs of human freedom, the anni-
versary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, surely
one of the happiest and most important days
of the 20th century.

For the young people, the undergraduates
who are here who were, at that time, 9 or 10
years old, it must be hard to sense the depth
of oppression of the communist system, the
sense of danger that gripped America and the
world. T still remember all of our air-raid drills
when I was in grade school, preparing for the
nuclear war as if we got in some basement,
it would be all right. [Laughter] It, therefore,
may be hard to imagine the true sense of exu-
berance and pride that the free world felt a
decade ago.

So today I say to you, it is important to recall
the major events of that period, to remember
the role America was privileged to play in the
victory of freedom in Europe, to review what
we have done since, to realize the promise of
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that victory, and most important of all, to reaf-
firm our determination to finish the job, to com-
plete a Europe whole, free, democratic, and at
peace, for the first time in all of history.

Let’s start by looking back a decade ago at
Berlin. If the Soviet empire was a prison, then
Berlin was the place where everyone could see
the bars and look behind them. On one side
of the wall lived a free people, shaping their
destiny in the image of their dreams. On the
other lived a people who desperately wanted
to be free, that had found themselves trapped
beyond a wall of deadly uniformity and daily
indignities, in an empire that, indeed, could only
exist behind a wall, for, ever if an opening ap-
peared, letting ideas in and people out, the
whole structure surely would collapse.

In the end, that is exactly what happened
in the fall of 1989. Poland and Hungary already
were on the road to democracy. President
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union had made clear
that Soviet forces would not stand in their way.
Then Hungary opened its borders to the West,
allowing East Germans to escape. Then the dam
broke. Berliners took to the street, shouting,
“We are one people.” And on November 9th,
a decade ago, the wall was breached. Two weeks
later, the Velvet Revolution swept Czecho-
slovakia, started by university students, just like
the undergraduates here, marching through
Prague, singing the Czech version of “We Shall
Overcome.” Then, in Romania, the dictator
Ceausescu fell in the bloody uprising. A little
more than a year later, the Soviet Union itself
was no more. A democratic Russia was born.

Those events transformed our world and
changed our lives and shaped the future of the
young people in this grand room today. Yes,
the students of our era will still grow to live
in a world full of danger, but probably, and
hopefully, they will not have to live in fear of
a total war in which millions could be killed
in a single deadly exchange. Yes, America will
still bear global responsibilities, but we will be
able to invest more of our wealth in the welfare
of our children and more of our energy in
peaceful pursuits.

You will compete in a global marketplace,
travel to more places than any generation before
you, share ideas and experiences with people
from every culture, more and more of whom
have embraced and will continue to embrace
both democracy and free markets.

How did all this happen? Well, mostly it hap-
pened because, from the very beginning, op-
pressed people refused to accept their fate; not
in Poland in 1981, when Lech Walesa jumped
over the wall at the Gdansk Shipyard and Soli-
darity first went on strike, or in Czechoslovakia,
during the Prague Spring of 1968. I was there
a year and a half later as a young student, and
I never will forget the look in the eyes of the
university students then and their determination
eventually to be free.

They did not accept their fate in Hungary
in 1956, or even in St. Petersburg way back
in 1920, when the sailors who had led the Soviet
revolution first rose against their new oppres-
sors. They did not accept their fate in any Soviet
home where the practice of religion was pre-
served, though it was suppressed by the state,
or in countless acts of resistance we have never
heard of, committed by heroes whose names
we will never know.

The amazing fact is that all those years of
repression simply failed to crush people’s spirits
or their hunger for freedom. Years of lies just
made them want the truth that much more.
Years of violence just made them want peaceful
struggle and peaceful politics that much more.
Though denied every opportunity to express
themselves, when they were finally able to do
it, they did a remarkable job of saying quite
clearly what they believed and what they want-
ed: democratic citizenship and the blessings of
ordinary life.

Of course, their victory also would not have
been possible without the perseverance of the
United States and our allies, standing firm
against the Iron Curtain and standing firm with
the friends of freedom behind it. Fifty years
ago, when all this began, it was far from certain
that we would do that. It took determination:
the determination of President Truman to break
the blockade of the Soviet Union of Berlin, to
send aid to Greece and Turkey, to meet aggres-
sion in Korea. It took the determination of all
his successors to ensure that Soviet expansion
went not further than it did.

It took vision: the vision of American leaders
who launched the Marshall plan and brought
Germany into NATO, not just to feed Europe
or to defend it but to unify it as never before,
around freedom and democracy. It took persist-
ence: the persistence of every President, from
Eisenhower to Kennedy to Bush, to pursue poli-
cies for four decades until they bore fruit.
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It took resources to bolster our friends and
build a military that adversaries ultimately knew
they could not match. It took faith to believe
that we could prevail while avoiding both ap-
peasement and war; that our open society would
in time prove stronger than any closed and fear-
ful society.

It took conviction: the conviction of President
Reagan, who said so plainly what many people
on the other side of the Wall had trouble under-
standing, that the Soviet empire was evil and
the wall should be torn down; the conviction
of President Carter, who put us on the side
of dissidents and kept them alive to fight an-
other day.

And it took leadership in building alliances
and keeping them united in crisis after crisis
and, finally, under President Bush, in managing
skillfully the fall of the Soviet empire and the
unification of Germany and setting the stage
for a Europe whole and free.

This was the situation, the remarkable situa-
tion that I inherited when I took office in 1993.
The cold war had been won. But in many ways,
Europe was still divided, between the haves and
have-nots, between the secure and insecure, be-
tween members of NATO and the EU and those
who were not members of either body and felt
left out in the cold, between those who had
reconciled themselves with people of different
racial and religious and ethnic groups within
their borders and those who were still torn apart
by those differences.

And so we set out to do for the Eastern
half of Europe what we helped to do for the
Western half after World War II: to provide
investment and aid, to tear down trade barriers
so new democracies could stand on their feet
economically; to help them overcome tensions
that had festered under communism; and to
stand up to the forces of aggression and hate,
as we did in the Balkans; to expand our institu-
tions, beginning with NATO, so that a Europe
of shared values could become a Europe of
shared responsibilities and benefits.

Since then, there have unquestionably been
some setbacks, some small and some great.
Under communism, most everyone was equally
poor. Now, some people race ahead while others
lag far behind. Former dissidents who once
struggled for freedom are now politicians trying
to create jobs, to fight corruption and crime,
to provide basic security for people who are
simply tired of having to struggle.

2010

Most terrible of all have been the wars in
the former Yugoslavia, which claimed a quarter-
million lives and pushed millions from their
homes. But still, 10 years after the fall of the
Berlin Wall, most of Europe is unquestionably
better off, as these two leaders so clearly dem-
onstrate.

Democracy has taken root, from Estonia in
the north to Bulgaria in the south. Some of
the most vibrant economies in the world now
lie east of the old Iron Curtain. Russia has with-
drawn its troops from Central Europe and the
Baltics, accepted the independence of its neigh-
bors and, for all its own problems, has not
wavered from the path of democracy.

The armed forces of most every country, from
Ukraine to Romania all the way to Central Asia,
now actually train with NATO. NATO has three
new allies, Poland, Hungary, the Czech Repub-
lic, three strong democracies that have stood
with us in every crisis, from Iraq to Bosnia to
Kosovo. Other new democracies are eager to
join us as well, including Slovakia, and they
know our alliance is open to all who are ready
to meet its obligations. Eleven countries are be-
ginning a process that will lead them to mem-
bership in the European Union.

And just as important, because we and our
allies stood up to ethnic cleansing in Bosnia
and Kosovo, the century is not ending on a
note of despair with the knowledge that inno-
cent men, women, and children on the doorstep
of NATO can be expelled and killed simply be-
cause of their ethnic heritage and the way they
worship their God. Instead, it ends with a ring-
ing affirmation of the inherent human dignity
of every individual, with our alliance of 19 de-
mocracies strong and united, working with part-
ners across the continent, including Russia, to
keep the peace in the Balkans, with new hope
for a Europe that can be, for the first time
in history, undivided, democratic, and at peace.
I hope all of you will be proud of what your
country and its allies have achieved, but I hope
you will be even more determined to finish the
job, for there is still much to be done.

On Friday, I will leave on a trip to Greece
and Turkey, Italy and Bulgaria. This trip is about
reinforcing ties with some of our oldest allies
and completing the unfinished business of build-
ing that stable, unified, and democratic Europe.
I believe there are three principal remaining
challenges to that vision that we must meet
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across the Atlantic and, I might say, one great
challenge we must meet at home.

The first is the challenge of building the right
kind of partnership with Russia, a Russia that
is stable, democratic, and cooperatively engaged
with the West. That is difficult to do because
Russia is struggling economically. It has tens
of thousands of weapons scientists—listen to
this—it has tens of thousands of weapons sci-
entists making an average of $100 a month,
struggling to maintain the security of a giant
nuclear arsenal. It has mired itself again in a
cruel cycle of violence in Chechnya that is
claiming many innocent lives.

We should protect our interests with Russia
and speak plainly about actions we believe are
wrong. But we should also remember what Rus-
sia is struggling to overcome and the legacy with
which it must deal. Less than a generation ago,
the Russians were living in a society that had
no rule of law, no private initiative, no truth-
telling, no chance for individuals to shape their
own destiny. Now they live in a country with
a free press, with almost a million small busi-
nesses, a country that should experience next
year its first democratic transfer of power in
a thousand years.

Russia’s transformation has just begun. It is
incomplete. It is awkward. Sometimes it is not
pretty, but we have a profound stake in its suc-
cess. Years from now, I don’t think we will be
criticized, any of us, for doing too much to
help. But we can certainly be criticized if we
do too little.

A second challenge will be to implement, with
our allies, a plan for stability in the Balkans,
so that region’s bitter ethnic problems can no
longer be exploited by dictators and Americans
do not have to cross the Atlantic again to fight
in another war. We will do that by strengthening
democracies in the region, promoting investment
and trade, bringing nations steadily into Western
institutions, so they feel a unifying magnet that
is more powerful than the internal forces that
divide them.

I want to say that again—I am convinced that
the only way to avoid future Balkan wars is
to integrate the countries of Southeastern Eu-
rope more with each other and then more with
the rest of Europe. We have to create positive
forces that pull the people toward unity, which
are stronger than the forces of history pulling
them toward division, hatred, and death.

We must also push for a democratic transition
in Serbia. Mr. Milosevic is the last living relic
of the age of European dictators of the Com-
munist era. That era came crashing down with
the Wall. He sought to preserve his dictatorship
by substituting Communist totalitarianism with
ethnic hatred and the kind of mindless unity
that follows if you are bound together by your
hatred of people who are different from you.
The consequences have been disastrous—not
only for the Bosnians and the Kosovars but for
the Serbs as well.

If we are going to make democracy and toler-
ance the order of the day in the Balkans, so
that they, too, can tap into their innate intel-
ligence and ingenuity and enjoy prosperity and
freedom, there can be no future for him and
his policy of manipulating human differences for
inhuman ends.

A third challenge is perhaps the oldest of
them all, and in some ways, perhaps the hardest:
to build a lasting peace in the Aegean Sea re-
gion, to achieve a true reconciliation between
Greece and Turkey, and bridge the gulf between
Europe and the Islamic world.

When I am in Greece, I'm going to speak
about the vital role Greece is playing and can
play in Europe. The world’s oldest democracy
is a model to the younger democracies of the
Balkans, a gateway to their markets, a force for
stability in the region. The one thing standing
between Greece and its true potential is the
tension in its relationship with Turkey.

Greece and Turkey, ironically, are both our
NATO Allies, and each other's NATO Allies.
They have served together with distinction in
the Balkans. Their people helped each other
with great humanity when the terrible earth-
quakes struck both lands earlier this year. This
is a problem that can be solved. Eventually,
it will be solved. And I intend to see that the
United States does everything we possibly can
to be of help. When I go to Turkey, I will
point out that much of the history of the 20th
century, for better or worse, was shaped by the
way the old Ottoman Empire collapsed before
and after World War I, and the decisions that
the European powers made in the aftermath.

I believe the coming century will be shaped
in good measure by the way in which Turkey,
itself, defines its future and its role today and
tomorrow, for Turkey is a country at the cross-
roads of Europe, the Middle East, and Central
Asia. The future can be shaped for the better
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if Turkey can become fully a part of Europe,
as a stable, democratic, secular, Islamic nation.

This, too, can happen if there is progress in
overcoming differences with Greece, especially
over Cyprus, if Turkey continues to strengthen
respect for human rights, and if there is a real
vision on the part of our European allies, who
must be willing to reach out and to believe
that it is at Turkey where Europe and the Mus-
lim world can meet in peace and harmony, to
give us a chance to have the future of our
dreams in that part of the world in the new
millennium.

Now the last challenge is one we can only
meet here at home. We have to decide, quite
simply, to maintain the tradition of American
leadership and engagement in the world that
played such a critical role in winning the cold
war and in helping us to win the peace over
this last decade.

Think about it: We spent trillions of dollars
in the cold war to defeat a single threat to
our way of life. Now we are at the height of
our power and prosperity. Let me just ask you
to focus on this and measure where we are
as against what has been happening in the de-
bate about maintaining our leadership. We have
the lowest unemployment rate in this country
in 30 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 30 years,
the lowest crime rates in 30 years, the lowest
poverty rates in 20 years, the first back-to-back
budget surpluses in 42 years, and the smallest
Federal Government in 37 years. In my lifetime,
we have never had—ever—as a people, the op-
portunity we now have to build the future of
our dreams for our children.

In the early 1960’s, we had an economy that
closely approximated this, but we had to deal
with the challenge of civil rights at home and
also the Vietnam war abroad. Today, we are
not burdened by crisis at home or crisis abroad,
and the world is out there, looking to see what
we are going to do with the blessings God has
bestowed upon us at this moment in time.

Everything else I said will either happen or
not happen without American involvement un-
less we make up our minds that we are going
to stay with the approach to the world that
has brought us to this happy point in human
history. That is the most important decision of
all.

Now, what are we doing? Well, first, our mili-
tary budget is growing again to meet new de-
mands. That has to happen. But I want to point
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out to all of you, it is still, in real terms, $110
billion less than it was when the Berlin Wall
fell. Everyone agrees that most of that money
should be reinvested here at home. But don’t
you think just a small part of the peace dividend
should be invested in maintaining the peace we
secured and meeting the unmet challenges of
the 21st century?

Look at all the money we spent at such great
cost over the last 50 years. The amazing fact
is we are not spending a penny more today
to advance our interest in the spread of peace,
democracy, and free markets than we did during
the 1980’s. Indeed, we are spending $4 billion
less each year.

I think it’s worth devoting some small fraction
of this Nation’s great wealth and power to help
build a Europe where wars don’t happen, where
our allies can do their share and we help them
to do so; to seize this historic opportunity for
peace between Arabs and Israelis in the Middle
East; to make sure that nuclear weapons from
the former Soviet Union don’t fall into the
wrong hands; to make sure that the nuclear
scientists have enough money to live on and
to feed their families by doing constructive, posi-
tive things so they’re not vulnerable to the en-
treaties of the remaining forces of destruction
in the world; to relieve the debts of the most
impoverished countries on Earth, so they can
grow their economies, build their democracies,
and be good, positive partners with us in the
new century; and to meet our obligations to
and through the United Nations, so that we
can share the burden of leadership with others,
when it obviously has such good results.

I think most Americans agree with this. But
some disagree, and it appears they are dis-
proportionately represented—llaughterl—in the
deciding body. Some believe America can and
should go it alone, either withdrawing from the
world and relying primarily on our military
strength or by seeking to impose our will when
things are happening that don’t suit us.

Well, T have taken the stand for a different
sort of approach—for a foreign affairs budget
that will permit us to advance our most critical
priorities around the world. That's why I vetoed
the first bill that reached my desk, why I'm
pleased that Democrats and Republicans in
Congress worked together last week on a strong
compromise that meets many of our goals. But
we're not finished yet. We still must work to
get funding for our United Nations obligations
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and authorization to allow the use of IMF re-
sources for debt relief.

This is a big issue. It has captured public
attention as never before. I mean, just think
about it: This initiative for debt relief for the
millennium is being headlined by the Pope and
Bono, the lead singer for U2. [Laughter] That
is a very broad base of support for this initiative.
[Laughter] Most of the rest of us can be found
somewhere in between that—our pole-star lead-
ers there.

But it’s not just a political issue. It is the
smart thing to do. If you go to Africa, you
see what competent countries can do to get
the AIDS rate down, to build democratic struc-
tures, to build successful economies and grow.
But we have to give them a chance. And the
same is true in Latin America, in the Caribbean,
in other places. This is a big issue.

I hope the bipartisan agreement we reached
over the weekend on the foreign affairs budget
is a good sign that we are now moving to rees-
tablish and preserve the bipartisan center that
believes in America’s role in the new post-cold-
war world.

In the coming year, we have an ambitious
agenda that also deserves bipartisan support. We
have about 100 days to meet the ambitious time-
table the leaders of the Middle East have set
for themselves to achieve a framework agree-
ment. We have to secure the peace in the Bal-
kans. We have to ease tensions between India
and Pakistan. We have to help Russia to stabilize
its economy, resolve the conflict in Chechnya,
and cheer them on as they have their first
democratic transfer of power, ever.

We have to bring China into the World Trade
Organization, while continuing to speak plainly
about human rights and religious freedom. We
have to launch a new global trade round, enact
the African and Caribbean trade bills, press
ahead with debt relief, support the hopeful tran-
sitions to democracy in Nigeria and Indonesia,
help Colombia defeat the narcotraffickers, con-
tain Iraq, and restrain North Korea’s missile pro-
gram. We have to continue to do more to fight
terrorism around the world. And we must do
what is necessary—and for the young people
here, I predict for 20 years this will become
a national security issue—we have to do more
to reverse the very real phenomenon of global
warming and climate change.

To meet those challenges and more, we sim-
ply must hold on to the qualities that sustained

us throughout the long cold war, the wisdom
to see that America benefits when the rest of
the world is moving toward freedom and pros-
perity, to recognize that if we wait until prob-
lems come home to America before we act,
they will come home to America.

We need the determination to stand up to
the enemies of peace, whether tyrants like
Milosevic or terrorists like those who attacked
our Embassies in Africa. We need faith in our
own capacity to do what is right, even when
it's hard, whether that means building peace
in the Middle East or democracy in Russia or
a constructive partnership with China. We need
the patience to stick with those efforts for as
long as it takes and the resources to see them
through. And most of all, we need to maintain
the will to lead, to provide the kind of American
leadership that for 50 years has brought friends
and allies to our side, while moving mountains
around the world.

Years from now, I want people to say those
were the qualities of this generation of Ameri-
cans. I want them to say that when the cold
war ended, we refused to settle for the easy
satisfaction of victory, to walk home and let our
European friends go it alone. We did not allow
the larger prize of a safer, better world to slip
through our fingers. We stood and supported
the Germans as they bravely reunified, and sup-
ported the Europeans as they built a true union
and expanded it. We stood against ethnic slaugh-
ter and ethnic cleansing. We stood for the right
kind of partnership with Russia. We acted to
try to help Christian and Jewish and Muslim
people reconcile themselves in the Middle East,
and in the bridge represented by Turkey’s out-
reach to Europe. I want them to say that Amer-
ica followed through, so that we would not have
to fight again.

A few months ago, my family and I went
to a refugee camp full of children from Kosovo.
They were chanting their appreciation to the
United States, thanking America for giving them
a chance to reclaim their lives. It was an incred-
ibly moving event, with children who have been
traumatized far beyond their ability even to un-
derstand what has happened to them but who
know they have been given a chance to go home
now.

Years from now, I believe the young people
in this audience will have a chance to go to
Europe time and time again, and you will,
doubtless, meet some of those children or
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maybe some of the young people who actually
tore down the Berlin Wall or marched in the
Velvet Revolution. They will be older then. I
hope they will say, “When I was young I sang
America’s praises with my voice, but I still carry
them in my heart.” I think that will be true
if America stays true. That is what we ought
to resolve to do on the anniversary of this mar-
velous triumph of freedom.
Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. in Gaston
Hall at Georgetown University, as part of the Her-

bert Quandt Distinguished Lecture series. In his
remarks, he referred to Father Leo J. O'Donovan,
president, and Robert L. Gallucci, dean, School
of Foreign Service, Georgetown University; Jo-
hanna Quandt, widow of Herbert Quandt; James
H. Billington, Librarian of Congress; Katherine
Graham, chairman of the executive committee,
the Washington Post; Prime Minister Milos
Zeman of the Czech Republic; Prime Minister
Mikulas Dzurinda of Slovakia; and President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Remarks in an On-Line Townhall Meeting

November 8, 1999

The President. More than 60 years ago, at
the dawn of another era of great change, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt told our Nation “new
conditions impose new requirements on Govern-
ment and those who conduct Government.”
From that simple proposition, Roosevelt shaped
the New Deal, which helped to restore our Na-
tion to prosperity and to define the relationship
between the American people and their Govern-
ment for 50 years.

Now, as we move into the information age,
we have reclaimed that true legacy of Franklin
Roosevelt by making a real commitment to bold
experimentation, to the idea that new times de-
mand new approaches and a different kind of
Government.

This evening is a perfect example. As Al said,
like FDR’s fireside chats and President Ken-
nedy’s live press conferences on television, the
first Presidential townhall meeting on the Inter-
net taps the most modern technology for old-
fashioned communication between the American
people and their President.

Tonight’s event is exciting not only because
of the technology involved in its execution but,
on a larger scale, for the unbridled potential
it represents. You know, when I became Presi-
dent, in January of 1993, the Internet was the
province of scientists funded by Government re-
search projects. Back then, there were only 130
sites on the Web, only 1.3 million computers
connected to the Internet. Today, over 56 mil-
lion computers are connected to the Internet,
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and there are 3.6 million websites. And we're
adding new pages at the rate of over 100,000
an hour.

Since 1993, our administration has worked
hard to unleash the power of information tech-
nology and to bridge the digital divide. Vice
President Gore and I set a goal of connecting
every classroom and library to the Internet, and
we've come a long way. The number of class-
rooms connected to the Internet has increased
from 4 percent in 1994 to 51 percent in 1998
with the E-rate providing over $2 billion to help
connect all our schools and libraries to the
Internet. That’s just the kind of thing Vice Presi-
dent Gore and I came to office to do, to replace
outmoded and failed ideas of the past with a
new vision for the role of Government in the
21st century.

In the early 1990’s, long-neglected economic
and social problems had piled up. Unemploy-
ment and welfare were high. Crime was spi-
raling; virtually no one believed it could be
stopped. Poverty was growing. The real wages
of working families were steadily falling. There
were deficits as far as the eye could see. Our
debt had quadrupled in just 12 years, and some
experts were telling us that we couldn’t really
solve our problems, that Government at best
was useless and at worst was the source of all
of our problems.

Now, for too long, I felt that both our parties
had put ideology above ideas that actually
worked. And the American people too often
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