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Good luck to the children here, and God-
speed in the new millennium.
Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
Atrium at the Ronald W. Reagan International

Trade Center. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Carl T.C. Gutierrez of Guam and his wife, Geral-
dine; and Delegate Robert A. Underwood of
Guam, and his wife, Lorraine. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of the First Lady.

Statement on the Death of Elliot Richardson

December 31, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn that
Elliot Richardson died today in Boston. Elliot
Richardson was a man of uncommon integrity,
who put the Nation’s interests first even when

the personal cost was very high. He was an
unparalleled public servant, a lawyer, a diplomat,
a soldier, and a prosecutor. America was hon-
ored by his service, and we will miss him.

Remarks at a Dinner for the Millennium Celebration Creators

December 31, 1999

Thank you so much. Good evening. Its a
real honor for Hillary and Chelsea and me to
welcome all of you to the White House. Tonight
I rise to offer three toasts. The first is to all
of you. It is an honor to turn this page in
history with you because so many of you, each
in your own way, have contributed so indelibly
to the narrative of this American century.

The second toast I offer is to my wife, for
it was she who inspired us all to welcome the
new millennium by honoring our past and imag-
ining our future. Over the past 2 years leading
up to this wonderful night, no one has done
more to infuse this milestone with national pur-
pose. And I am very grateful to her and to
all those who have helped.

The third toast is, in a way, the most
daunting, because I'm supposed to say some-
thing profound to a thousand years of history
in 2 or 3 minutes. In the State of the Union
I get a whole hour—{laughter]—to talk about
a single year, and usually I run over. [Laughter]
Tonight we rise to the mountaintop of a new
millennium. Behind us we see a great expanse
of American experience and before us vast fron-
tiers of possibility still to be explored.

I think we would all agree that we are most
fortunate to be alive at this moment in history.
We end this century and the millennium with

soaring optimism. Never before has our Nation
enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social
progress, and national self-confidence, with so
little internal crisis or external threat. Never be-
fore have we had such a blessed opportunity
and, therefore, such a profound responsibility
to build the more perfect Union of our Found-
ers’ dreams.

When our children’s children look back on
this century, they will see that this hopeful and
promising time was earned by the bravery and
hard work of men and women who, in the words
of our great poet laureate Robert Pinsky, did
not merely celebrate our oldest ideals like tro-
phies under glass but kept them bright with
use. They will see this moment was earned
through the hard-won fight for freedom, from
the beachheads of Normandy to the buses of
Montgomery to the villages of Kosovo. At home
and abroad, it has been our great privilege to
advance the light of human liberty.

They will see this moment was earned
through the drive for discovery. At the outset
of the century, not even the most farsighted
of our forebears could have predicted all the
miracles of science that have emerged from our
labs: antibiotics and vaccines, silicon chips and
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