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thoroughly examined the new Venezuelan
tax law; and

(iii) the new Venezuelan tax law is fully con-
sistent with and appropriate to the obliga-
tions under the Convention.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: The letter was sent to Jesse Helms, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on December 30.

Message on the Observance of a New Millennium
December 30, 1999

Warm greetings to all Americans as we wel-
come a new century and a new millennium.
This rare moment in our history is a time for
hope and reflection, a time to recognize both
the challenges and the opportunities that will
face us in the coming years.

We have much to celebrate on this wonderful
occasion and many reasons to be proud. Today
we are enjoying the longest sustained period
of economic growth in our nation’s history, of-
fering greater opportunities for every American.
We can be rightfully proud, too, that the history
of our democracy, with its widening circle of
human freedom, still inspires the world and that
America continues to serve as a leader in pro-
moting peace and human rights across the globe.

Even as we celebrate our successes, however,
we must also acknowledge that we face many
challenges in the century ahead. While we are
making great strides toward achieving full equal-
ity and justice for all Americans, we must ensure
that in the coming century all our people live
in One America—an America where we are not
separated from one another by prejudice, by
economic injustice, or by a digital divide.

We must have the vision to use new tech-
nology to improve our schools and stir the cre-
ativity of our young people; and we must ensure
that every school and every child has access
to the treasury of electronic resources that lies
just beyond our keyboards and computer
screens. We must continue our efforts to find
cures for the diseases that still afflict us and
that ravage many parts of the developing world.
And we must put new resources at the disposal
of our artists, scholars, and scientists to help
them make new discoveries, preserve our his-
toric legacy, and light tomorrow with the fire
of their imaginations.

The theme for our national millennial celebra-
tion is ‘‘Honor the Past—Imagine the Future.’’
By resolving at this moment to make a lasting
difference in the lives of others, both in our
communities and around the world, we will keep
faith with our great past and ensure that Amer-
ica’s future will reflect our fundamental ideals
of freedom and opportunity for all.

Best wishes for an unforgettable celebration.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks on the Resignation of President Boris Yeltsin of Russia and an
Exchange With Reporters
December 31, 1999

The President. Good morning. Not long ago,
I had about a 20-minute phone conversation
with President Boris Yeltsin, who today ends
his historic tenure as Russia’s democratically
elected President. Under his leadership, since
1991, the Russian people have faced the unprec-

edented challenge of building a new democracy
and a new life after decades of corrosive Com-
munist rule. His lasting achievement has been
dismantling the Communist system and creating
a vital democratic process within a constitutional
framework. The fact that Prime Minister Putin
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