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And so today, on Christmas Eve, we remem-
ber little Maura Monaghan, “Mossie,” a beau-
tiful, curly-haired angel who was loved by every-
one. She lives not only in our memory but in
our determination to build a better Northern
Ireland for all the children of tomorrow.

NoOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
11:28 a.m. on December 18 in the Oval Office

The President’s Radio Address
December 25, 1999

Good morning. Hillary, Chelsea, and I join
millions of American families celebrating Christ-
mas today. For Americans of many faiths, this
is a season of renewal, of light returned from
darkness, and despair transformed to hope. And
as the year ends, and this millennium draws
to a close, we all have a chance and a responsi-
bility to reflect on our lives and rejoice in our
blessings.

On this holiday morning, I know many of
us are thankful for the love of family and friends
and the richness of the world around us. We're
grateful for the advances in science and medi-
cine that are letting us live longer, healthier
lives. We enjoy freedom and prosperity at home
and peace with our neighbors. And we are privi-
leged to be a leader for peace and liberty
around the world, from Bosnia to Kosovo to
Northern Ireland and the Middle East. And
we're very thankful for the sacrifices of our men
and women in uniform, especially those who
can’t be with their families as they stand on
the frontlines of freedom far from home.

Most of all, we're blessed by the millions of
Americans who take time out from the holiday
season, and all year round, to remember those
in need, those who are sick, those who are trou-
bled. In the spirit of the season, Americans are
reaching out to victims of disaster, like our
neighbors in Venezuela, where floods and land-
slides have killed thousands and left tens of
thousands homeless this Christmas. I'm proud
that the United States is leading the inter-
national relief effort there and that so many
Americans are donating food, clothes, and medi-
cine for the survivors.
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at the White House for later broadcast on RTE
in Ireland. Maura Monaghan was the 3,625th vic-
tim of the Troubles. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 23 but was embargoed for release until
3:30 a.m., December 24. These remarks were also
made available on the White House Press Office
Radio Actuality Line.

Here at home, we're reaching out to the poor-
est among us, to those who do not yet share
in America’s growing prosperity. We're making
new efforts to reach out to the homeless, to
help them find housing, medical care, and jobs.
Today I am glad to announce that we will be
providing nearly $1 billion in new Federal grants
for housing and social services to help the home-
less in all 50 States, the District of Columbia,
and Puerto Rico. Those grants will fund proven,
successful programs that help homeless families,
veterans, and children, and people looking for
work. They are a Christmas gift all of us can
all be proud of.

I want to end my talk today with a Christmas
story. A few days ago, I helped prepare holiday
meals at the D.C. Central Kitchen, a community
kitchen that prepares 3,000 meals a day for the
homeless and hungry and trains people to work
in food services, to hold down jobs, to turn
their lives around.

I worked with a man named Steve Pritchett.
As a young man, Steve had a scholarship for
college, and his future looked bright. But he
made some mistakes, and as a result, he’s been
homeless for much of his adult life. At Christ-
mastime, he might go see his mother for a day,
but if it was cold, you'd most likely find Steve
spending Christmas under a bus shelter or be-
side a steam grate.

But this year, Steve found the D.C. Central
Kitchen and discovered it’s never too late to
change. He’s been in their training program for
2 months now, and already he’s been offered
a job. He’s clean and off the streets. Best of
all, his mother, who never gave up on her son,
is so proud. She told him, “Steve, you don’t
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have to be a doctor or a lawyer. I just want
to know that when I close my eyes, youll be
able to stand on your own two feet.” Theyre
together today celebrating Christmas.

D.C. Central Kitchen had the help of 5,000
volunteers this year; each one of them deserves
a little credit for the success of Steve and so
many others like him. That's America at its best,
when neighbor helps to lift up neighbor and
together we shine a light in the darkness. That
is also the true spirit of Christmas.

So let us all resolve to take this spirit with
us into the new millennium. We’ll be better
people and a stronger nation for doing so.

Happy holidays, and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:43 p.m. on
December 23 in the Map Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
25. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 23 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Interview With Charlie Rose of CBS” “60 Minutes I1”

December 22, 1999

Terrorism During Millennium Celebrations

Mr. Rose. Mr. President, because of the re-
cent arrest and heightened security concerns at
airports, do you expect, worry that there will
be an incident of terrorism before the first of
the year?

The President. Well, we are on a heightened
state of alert, and we're doing a lot of work
on this. But I would say to the American people,
they should go on about their business and cele-
brate the holidays as they would, but they
should be aware. You know, this whole millen-
nial idea draws out a lot of people who are
maybe, by our standards, deranged, and other
people maybe want to use it for their own polit-
ical ends. So if people see anything suspicious,
they should report it to the authorities as quickly
as possible. But otherwise, I should say, they
should go on about their business. We're work-
ing very, very hard on this.

Mr. Rose. It worries you?

The President. No, I'm concerned, but I think
we have, I think, the best law enforcement folks
we could have, and they are working very hard.
And were doing quite well so far. So I have
every hope that we’ll get through it. But I think
that what I would ask the American people to
do is not to stay at home and hide but just
to keep their eyes open. If they see something
that looks fishy, tell the authorities and we’ll
get on it. But they should know that we’re work-

ing this very hard.

Last Year of President’s Term

Mr. Rose. All right, let me—I look around
this office, and I see a desk over there that
President Kennedy sat at. And I remember the
story he said about the Presidency, and one
of the great things about the Presidency was
he could walk to work. As you think about leav-
ing this building, what will you miss the most?

The President. 1 think what I'll miss the most
is the work, the job, the contact with all kinds
of people and all kinds of issues, the ability
to make a difference, to solve problems, to open
up opportunities for other people. There’s al-
most no—not almost, I suppose there is no job
like it in the world. It's been an unbelievable
thrill and a profound honor, and I will miss
it very much.

I'll miss a lot of the other things. I love living
in the White House. Hillary, I suppose, has
done more work on the White House than any-
body since the Truman administration, redoing
rooms and building a sculpture garden and
doing things like that. And we love living here.
I love going to Camp David; I love Air Force
One; I love all of the perks of the job. But
the thing I love most is being President, doing
the job every day. It just—to me, it's an almost
indescribable honor. I would never grow tired
of it, and I feel graced every day.

Term Limits

Mr. Rose. If you could change the 22d
amendment, would you?
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