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(Ret.), chairman, America’s Promise—The Alli-
ance For Youth; former President Nelson
Mandela of South Africa; the President’s former
political consultant Dick Morris; former Senior
Adviser for Policy and Strategy George Stephan-
opoulos; and former Chief of Staff Thomas F.

(Mack) McLarty. The President also referred to
Vice President Al Gore’s debate with Reform
Party candidate Ross Perot on the North Amer-
ican free trade initiative on November 9, 1993.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this interview.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Chemical

Weapons
December 22, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with the resolution of advice
and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by the Sen-
ate of the United States on April 24, 1997, 1
hereby certify in connection with Condition
(T)(C)(i), Effectiveness of Australia Group, that:

Australia Group members continue to
maintain an equally effective or more com-
prehensive control over the export of toxic
chemicals and their precursors, dual-use
processing equipment, human, animal, and
plant pathogens and toxins with potential
biological weapons application, and dual-use
biological equipment, as that afforded by
the Australia Group as of April 25, 1997;
and,

The Australia Group remains a viable
mechanism for limiting the spread of chem-
ical and biological weapons-related mate-
rials and technology, and the effectiveness
of the Australia Group has not been under-
mined by changes in membership, lack of
compliance with common export controls
and nonproliferation measures, or the weak-
ening of common controls and nonprolifera-
tion measures, in force as of April 25, 1997.
Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 23.

Statement on the Death of Tom Henderson

December 23, 1999

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Tom Henderson, a member of
my Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS and
a senior staff person at the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. Tom was a longtime friend to
both of us and combined great intelligence with
a sharp Texas wit. He was a strong and effective
advocate for our efforts to combat AIDS, the
disease that eventually took his life. We will

miss Tom, as will members of the Council, his
colleagues at the EPA and the White House,
and the hundreds of people around the country
who were blessed to know him as a friend.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his partner
Michael, his daughter Melissa, and all of those
like us who grieve his loss.
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