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make a broad range of benefits and serv-
ices available through private and secure
electronic use of the Internet.

8. The Administrator of General Services, in
coordination with the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Secretary of Commerce, the
Government Information Technology Serv-
ices Board, the National Partnership for
Reinventing Government, and other ap-
propriate agencies and organizations, shall
assist agencies in the development of pri-
vate, secure, and effective communications
across agencies and with the public,
through the use of public key technology.
In light of this goal, agencies are encour-
aged to issue, in coordination with the
General Services Administration, a Gov-
ernment-wide minimum of 100,000 digital
signature certificates by December 2000.

9. The heads of agencies shall develop a
strategy for upgrading their respective
agency’s capacity for using the Internet to
become more open, efficient, and respon-
sive, and to more effectively carry out the
agency’s mission. At a minimum, this strat-
egy should involve:

(a) expanded training of Federal employ-
ees, including employees with policy and
senior management responsibility;

(b) identification and adoption of “best
practices” implemented by leading public
and private sector organizations;

(c) recognition for Federal employees who
suggest new and innovative agency applica-
tions of the Internet;

(d) partnerships with the research commu-
nity for experimentation with advanced ap-
plications; and

(e) mechanisms for collecting input from
the agency’s stakeholders regarding agency
use of the Internet.

10. Items 1-8 of this memorandum and my
July 1, 1997, and November 30, 1998,
memoranda shall be conducted subject to
the availability of appropriations and con-
sistent with agencies  priorities and my
budget, and to the extent permitted by
law.

11. The Vice President shall continue his lead-
ership in coordinating the United States
Government’s electronic commerce strat-
egy. Further, I direct that the heads of
executive departments and agencies report
to the Vice President and to me on their
progress in meeting the terms of this

memorandum, through the Electronic
Commerce Working Group in its annual
report.

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Dinner

December 17, 1999

Thank you very much. Let me, first of all,
say how profoundly grateful I am to be ending
7 years in the Presidency with the support of
people like you, in the home of my great friends
Terry and Dorothy, with allies like Patrick
Kennedy and Dick Gephardt. This is a holiday
season, and it’s most important for us to express
our gratitude. And I am grateful, and I want
to say thank you.

I also will give you a gift: a brief speech.
[Laughter] All of you heard it before, anyway.
[Laughter] That reminds me of a great moment
in my political education. In the mideighties,
Tina Turner came to Little Rock to give a con-
cert; she was making her comeback. And she
had just put out that “Private Dancer” album.
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And she had a saxophone player who was a
weight lifter. I don’t know if you remember
that. The guy could bench press me on a cold
day. [Laughter]

So I went to this concert, and I took a bunch
of friends of mine. And I was sitting on the
front row because the guy that ran the place
knew I liked her. So she sings all her new songs,
and she does real well, and the crowd goes
crazy. And in the end, the band starts playing
her very first hit, “Proud Mary.” And she comes
up to the microphone, and the crowd goes
crazy, and she said, “You know, I've been sing-
ing this song for 25 years, but it gets better
every time I do it.” [Laughter] So maybe you'll
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put up with this speech one more time. [Laugh-
ter]

I wanted to say very briefly why I'm here.
I'm not running for anything. I'm here because
none of the things that our administration has
been able to do for America would have been
possible if it hadn't been for the support of
the Democrats in the Congress. Whether in the
majority, when we passed the economic plan
of "93 without a single vote from the Repub-
licans, when we passed the crime bill in '94
with just a few votes; or when we were in the
minority in the Congress, but because they stuck
with me—if the Republicans didn’t want me
fixing them Christmas dinner, they had to make
a deal with us and continue to move this country
forward. None of it would have been possible
without them.

I'm here because of what Dick Gephardt said.
I'll say it in blunter terms. I think I owe him.
We would never have lost the House of Rep-
resentatives if they hadn’t had to vote alone
on an economic plan that revitalized this coun-
try. We’d never have the balanced budget; we'd
never have the surplus; we’d never have the
low interest rates and the high investment and
the economic growth if we hadn’t announced,
and then they hadn’t ratified by voting for, that
economic plan in 1993. And they did not de-
serve to lose the House because of the delib-
erate misrepresentations about what was in the
plan and what it would do to America that the
people on the other side made before—to be
fair to the voters—they could know one way
or the other whether it was going to work; they
weren’t feeling it.

I'm here because they had the guts—includ-
ing a lot of Congressmen from rural areas—
to say to the NRA, “There’s nothing wrong with
the Brady bill. We ought to do background
checks before we give people handguns; there’s
nothing wrong with a waiting period. We ought
to get rid of these assault weapons; kids don’t
need them on urban streets so that country kids
can take a .22 or a 12 gauge and go hunting.
This is crazy.”

But when they voted for it in 94 they had
to go right into the teeth of an election with
people telling them they’d voted to take their
guns away, and before the voters could possibly
know. You have no idea. I'm here because they
were brave enough to take on with me the prob-
lem of trying to extend health insurance to all
Americans, and then they had to put up with

having our efforts mischaracterized. One mem-
ber of the Democratic caucus told me the other
day, he said, “You know, they said if I voted
for the President’s health care plan, it would
lead to a big increase in uninsured Americans.
And I voted for his plan, and sure enough, we
had a big increase in uninsured Americans.”
[Laughter] So I think they got a raw deal after
doing a great job for America.

But the third thing and by far the most im-
portant reason I'm here is, after January 20,
2001, I won't be President anymore, but T’ll
still be an American. And almost more than
anybody else, because of the life T've lived, I
have an informed opinion about what is nec-
essary to make the most of the new century
for these children here. And by far the most
important reason to give the Democrats a major-
ity; to give Jane Harman from California, who's
here, her old seat back; and to restore them
to the majority—you’d be amazed how many
Senate seats we can win. This Senate thing is
shaping up pretty well, because were going to
make some decisions in the next 5 years that
will have a big impact on the next 50 years.
And T want the members of my party, who
have brought the country to where it is today
from where it was 7 years ago, to be the leaders
in making those decisions.

Now, little Mary was sitting here a minute
ago. I've told this story a lot, but I've never
fingered her before, so I'm going to finger her
tonight. [Laughter] Terry and Dorothy and their
kids came up and spent some time with us
in the weekend after Thanksgiving. And we were
all playing and having a big time. And little
Mary looked up at me, and she said, “How
old are you anyway?” [Laughter] And 1 said,
“Well, I'm 53.” And she said, “That’s a lot.”
[Laughter] And I had to admit that it’s a lot.
[Laughter]

And I just want to echo something Dick Gep-
hardt said. Never in my lifetime—never, not
once, ever—has our country had the combina-
tion of economic prosperity, social progress, na-
tional self-confidence with the absence of an
internal crisis or an external threat. We have,
in other words, the best chance we have ever
had—maybe in our history, but certainly in my
“that’s-a-lot” 53 years—to shape the future of
our dreams for our kids.

Are we going to give all of them a world-
class education, or not? Are we going to take
the burden of the baby boomers’ retirement off
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their shoulders by fixing Social Security and
Medicare, or not? Are we going to help all these
working people who aren’t as fortunate as those
of us who can be here tonight balance work
and family so they can succeed at home raising
their kids and succeed at work, or not? Are
we going to prove that we can grow the econ-
omy and preserve the environment, or not? Are
we going to prove that we can continue to inte-
grate the world’s economies and expand trade
but put a more human face on it so that every-
body is benefited, or not? Is America going to
continue to lead the world for peace and free-
dom, or not?

I'll just give you one example, and I hope
you agree with me. I'm really grateful that in
1999 the United States led our NATO Alliance
and all of our European allies in stopping cold
the ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and letting over
800,000 people go home. I'm grateful for that.

The other day I heard one of the candidates,
prominent candidates for President on the other
side said, “Well, boy, if he got elected, they
surely wouldn’t be using American military re-
sources to fool around in trivial, insignificant
places.” I think standing against ethnic cleans-
ing, racial cleansing, religious cleansing, standing
up for human rights is not trivial. I also think,
to my Republican friends, well, it’s good eco-
nomics in the long run. It's morally right, but
it happens to be good economics; because if
you put the fire out when it starts to burn,
before the house has burned down, you're way
ahead.

But these are big questions. And what I want
you to do for the next year is not just to come
to these parties where were all preaching to
the saved, but every one of you has a span
of influence, a circle of friends, people that you
meet in nonpolitical context. And you ought to
tell them, first of all, that 7 years ago—people
actually don’t remember; it’s been so good so
long people don’t remember—you've got to re-
mind them that in 1992 we were facing eco-
nomic distress, social decline, political division,
and Government was discredited. And now
we've got the lowest unemployment rate in 30
years and the lowest welfare rolls in 32 years,
the lowest poverty rates in 20 years and the
lowest crime rate in 25 years, the lowest minor-
ity unemployment rate ever recorded, the lowest
female unemployment rate in 40 years, the low-
est single-parent household poverty rate in 46
years. And the air is cleaner; the water is clean-
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er; the food is safer; and we've put aside more
land than any administrations in the history of
America, except those of Franklin and Theodore
Roosevelt. We've got 150,000 young people who
have served our country in AmeriCorps, and
90 percent of our kids are immunized for the
first time against serious illness, and over 2 mil-
lion children now have gotten health insurance
under our Children’s Health Insurance Program.
And that’s just half the story, and that we are
asking the right questions, and we’re the people
to answer them for the future. They need to
remember what it was like, what we’ve done,
but, more important, what we think this election
is about and why we’re all running.

I'll tell you, I knew Dick Gephardt before
I became President. He was my neighbor. He’d
been to the Governor’s Mansion to see me in
1988, when he was running for President. We
were both less health conscious then. Remem-
ber? We sat and ate french fries from McDon-
ald’s. [Laughter] Dick spoke at this Democratic
event where he was competing with an in-State
basketball rivalry on television that night and
he still did a good job. And he didn’t eat, and
so we sat in my big kitchen at the Governor’s
Mansion, and we stayed up half the night talk-
ing. He is a profoundly good human being.

The thing that I am so impressed about is
that he continues to grow every year as a leader.
You know, once you reach a certain age and
you realize that physically you're not going to
get any stronger and you've got to keep working
just to keep up, it’s easy to stop growing person-
ally. It's easy to stop growing in your inter-
personal skills, in your leadership skills, in what
you know and what you think about. This guy
just keeps on going and keeps on growing. He
has been indefatigable. And I trust him with
the future of this country.

So I want you all to think about this. And
I want you to be able to go out, every one
of you, and say, “Remember what it was like?
Here is what they've done. Here is what they're
going to do.” Elections are determined by three
things: the quality of the candidates; whether
you've got enough money to be heard—it’s okay
if the other guys have more, you just have to
have enough; and, third, and most important,
once those two baseline things are satisfied is
what do the voters think the election is about?
What is the subject of the election?

If the subject of the election is whether
America is going to use this once-in-a-lifetime
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chance to meet the big challenges of the future,
we will win because you've given us the re-
sources to be heard and he’s found the can-
didates to run. And believe me, you owe it to
these little kids in this room and people like
them all across this country.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Terence and Dorothy McAuliffe and
their daughter Mary; saxophone player Timmy
Capello; and former Representative Jane Harman.

Excerpts of an Interview With Peter Jennings of ABC News

December 16, 1999

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Mr. Jennings. This room, sir, this fireplace
and others in the White House obviously remind
me of President Roosevelt. His relationship with
the public was of such a magnitude that people,
in many cases, thought he was a god, placed
absolute faith in him. Do you think there will
ever be a time when another American Presi-
dent gets that kind of commitment?

The President. If the country is under that
kind of threat. It was in this room that President
Roosevelt gave his fireside chats. And keep in
mind, he took our Nation through two huge
threats: first, the Depression, where 25 percent
of our people were out of work, for the only
time in our history; and second, in the Second
World War, with Hitler and the Axis powers.

I think the people in this country are—they
nearly always get it right if they have enough
information and enough time. They’re very hard
to stampede. And I think they would follow
a good leader in a tough time like that.

—————

Cynicism

The President. When 1 leave the White
House, I will be more idealistic about the Amer-
ican people and the American system of govern-
ment than I was when I showed up here. And
I think cynicism is a cop-out and a refuge now.
I think skepticism is good. I  think
demythologizing is good. I think cynicism, be-
cause it’s fundamentally a negative and self-de-
feating emotion and it gives you an excuse not
to think, is stupid.

———

Mr. Jennings. 1 don’t mean to belabor the
point, nor will I, but I think many Americans

believe that you contributed to cynicism about
politics. And I assume if there’s anything you
could take back over the last several years it
would be the Lewinski affair.

The President. Why should you be cynical?
If someone makes a mistake, and they say they
make a mistake, and they do their best to atone
for it, then you can say, “Well, people aren’t
perfect, and I'm disappointed.” But that
shouldn’t make you cynical about the American
political system, the American system of govern-
ment.

Berlin Wall

Mr. Jennings. I'd just like to pick a couple
things that the century will always be remem-
bered for and get your take on them. What
did the Berlin Wall mean to you?

The President. It was the symbol of what was
wrong with communism. It was about control
and keeping people back and keeping people
in. You know, John Kennedy had that wonderful
line in his speech, “Freedom has many difficul-
ties, and our democracy is far from perfect. But
we never had to put up a wall to keep our
people in.”

Atomic Bomb

Mr. Jennings. What difference did the atomic
bomb make?

The President. It reminded us that we had
the capacity to destroy ourselves completely, and
it humbled people. And I think that’s very im-
portant, because people with power—and I in-
clude myself—you give anybody a lot of power,
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