
2296

Dec. 13 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

is in Lincoln’s waiting room, which was later
the Office of the President through Theodore
Roosevelt. But Lincoln used to keep regular of-
fice hours with people that wanted a job in
a post office or something, because he said he
wanted to be reminded on a regular basis of
what the daily concerns of people were, and
he wanted the war to be over so everybody
could be restored to pursuing those daily con-
cerns.

So anyway, that’s one specific, very big exam-
ple of what I think the general rule is. You’ve
got to understand your country’s history, have
some idea of your country’s future, have a vision
of where you want it to go, come up with a
set of ideas and a good team, and just pursue
it with all the energy and focus you can and

have a good time doing it. That’s my advice.
Don’t forget the mission; don’t forget who you
work for.

Q. We’re honor bound to break this off, sir,
but we’re very grateful for your time.

Q. Thank you very much for doing this.
The President. I’ve enjoyed it. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:25 a.m. in the
Human Resources office at the Wyndham Palace
Resort on December 11 but was embargoed for
release by the Office of the Press Secretary until
12:01 a.m. on December 13. In his remarks, the
President referred to Prime Minister Ehud Barak
of Israel; and Minister of Foreign Affairs Farouk
al-Shara of Syria. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Telephone Remarks to a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
Dinner in Houston, Texas
December 13, 1999

Well, I’m glad I got to hear the last of B.A.’s
speech, and let me say to all of you, I’m jealous
of you. I wish I were there tonight. I had looked
forward to being there very much, but I got
quite sick with the winter flu, and I’ve got the
Israelis and the Syrians coming in this week,
and I have to be well for them. So the doctor
said I couldn’t get on the airplane.

So I wanted to call and just, first of all, thank
all of you for honoring Lloyd and B.A. and
for raising so much money for the Democrats
in Texas. I think we’re going to win the House
back in the next election. And I’m doing every-
thing I can to do my part.

But I also want to thank you because of the
career and the public service of Lloyd Bentsen,
that you honor tonight. Because there is a rea-

son we’re trying to win the House back: because
of the direction we want the country to take
in the new century. And everything he has done
in his entire career embodies that.

So Lloyd, I miss you, and I love you. And
I love you, B.A. I’m sorry I couldn’t be there.
I’m sick I missed Ann Richards’ jokes. [Laugh-
ter] And you all owe me a raincheck, just like
I owe you one.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:17 p.m. from the
Residence at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former Senator Lloyd Bentsen and
his wife, Beryl Ann (B.A.); and former Gov. Ann
Richards of Texas.

Remarks on the Lands Legacy Initiative
December 14, 1999

Thank you very much. Secretary Babbitt and
George Frampton and all the members of our
administration are glad to welcome the environ-
mental leaders who are here today.

At the dawn of this century, Theodore Roo-
sevelt defined America’s great central task as
‘‘leaving this land even a better land for our
descendants than it is for us.’’ This is the vision
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