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Exchange With Reporters in Seattle
December 1, 1999

Disruption of the Seattle Round
Q. Mr. President, what message do the vio-

lence and protests send to the WTO officials
and delegates here?

The President. Let me say this: I think that
the WTO officials are quite well aware that the
violence is not representative of how the Amer-
ican people feel, that nearly 100 percent of our
people abhor what was done and condemn it.
We don’t believe in violence. We don’t believe
in people who keep other people from meeting.
We don’t like that.

I think that what the WTO people are here
is to pay attention to the nonviolent protests
and should open the process and find a way
to legitimately consider the grievances of the
poorest nations, as well as those of us who be-

lieve that we have to give greater concern to
the environment and to labor standards and our
trade measures. And I think—that’s what I think
they should listen to. They should give no con-
sideration to the violent people because nobody
supports them, nobody believes in it, and what
they did was wrong. It was just vandalism.

Q. Can a peaceful message go through?
The President. I hope so. That’s more up to

you, than me. [Laughter]
Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:07 p.m. while
the President greeted the crowd at the ropeline
following his remarks at the Port of Seattle. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks at a World Trade Organization Luncheon in Seattle
December 1, 1999

Thank you very much. Ambassador
Barshefsky, thank you for your remarks and your
work. Ladies and gentlemen, we have a very
large delegation from our administration here
today, and I hope it’s evidence to you of our
seriousness of purpose. I thank the Commerce
Secretary, Bill Daley; the Agriculture Secretary,
Dan Glickman; our SBA Administrator, Aida Al-
varez, my National Economic Councilor, Gene
Sperling; Ambassador Esserman; and my Chief
of Staff, John Podesta, all of whom are here,
and I thank them.

I want to say that I agree that Mike Moore
is the ideal person to head the WTO, because
he has a sense of humor, and boy, do we need
it right now. [Laughter] Did you see the gen-
tleman holding up the big white napkin here
before we started? He was doing that to get
the light for the television cameras. But he was
standing here holding the napkin, and Mike
whispered to me, he said, ‘‘Well, after yesterday,
that could be the flag of the WTO.’’ [Laughter]
We’ll have rolling laughter as the translation gets
through here.

Let me begin by saying welcome to the
United States and to one of our most wonderful
cities. We are honored to have you here on
a very important mission. Today I want to talk
a little bit about the work that we’re all here
to do: launching a new WTO round for a new
century, a new type of round that I hope will
be about jobs, development, and broadly shared
prosperity and about improving the quality of
life, as well as the quality of work around the
world, an expanded system of rule-based trade
that keeps pace with the changing global econ-
omy and the changing global society.

Let me begin by saying that 7 years ago when
I had the honor to become President of the
United States, I sat down alone and sort of
made a list of the things that I hoped could
be done to create the kind of world that I want-
ed our children to live in, in the new century,
a world where the interests of the United States
I thought were quite clear: in peace and sta-
bility; in democracy and prosperity.

To achieve that kind of world, I thought it
was very important that the United States sup-
port the increasing unity of Europe and the
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