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will see early next year, on a completely bipar-
tisan basis, an effort by the United States to
do more to assist Colombia across a whole broad
range of issues. Colombia is already the third
largest recipient of American assistance, but it’s
a very large country with a very old tradition
and a lot of profound challenges. And I think
you will see next year that well be out there
together—Republicans and Democrats alike—
trying to be good partners with the people in
Colombia that are trying to build a safe, decent,
harmonious society.

Q. Happy Thanksgiving, Mr. President.

The President. Happy Thanksgiving.

Seattle Round

Q. Going to Seattle, sir, are you disappointed
that other leaders aren’t going?

The President. Originally, it was just supposed
to be a ministerial, and I thought—just almost
at the last minute, I thought, well, since I'm
going to be out there a day and a half or a
day, that if anybody wants to come, other people
who are interested in this, I ought to give them
a chance to come. But I think we decided to
do it so late, it was just more of a logistical
problem than anything else. So, no.

Q. Did you try to talk

The President. No. No, we just explored
whether they wanted to come because 1 was
going to be there. But it was just something
done, literally, at the last minute. It was origi-
nally supposed to be a ministerial, and I
thought, well, gosh, I don’t want them to think
that I'm out there, and theyre not welcome.
That’s all.

President’s Visit to Turkey and Southeastern
Europe
Q. Are you dead tired? Are you dead tired?
The President. No, I had a nice—good night’s
sleep last night. It was a wonderful trip for
America. You know, what we did—I think we
made some real progress with Greece and Tur-
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Good morning. On this holiday weekend,
when we count our many blessings, Americans
are also busy buying gifts for the next holidays,

key. I think that the pipeline that we signed
is a great insurance policy for democracies ev-
erywhere, including the United States. I think
the fact that we got an agreement for a new
charter for the OSCE, where the Russians ac-
knowledged the legitimacy of all nations being
concerned about internal affairs within coun-
tries, I think is good. I think the fact that we
got an agreement on military forces in Europe
which will get the Russian forces out of Georgia
and Moldova, and also give them the security
of knowing there are certain limits on how many
foreign forces can be established in other coun-
tries, I think all those things are quite good.

So this was a big trip for the United States;
long term, our security was substantially ad-
vanced. And I hope and pray and believe that
we really made some progress on helping
Greece and Turkey to work out their differences
and moving Turkey toward membership in the
European Union. That’s what I hope.

Q. The Russians out of Chechnya—do you
think the Russians

DEA Practices in Mexico

Q. [Inaudible]—an agreement to allow the
agents to carry weapons?

The President. 1 just told this gentleman, I
just got back last night, and I got back very
late, and I haven’t been briefed on a lot of
this. So I think, before I comment on that,
I should have a chance to talk.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jim Rieth, chairman, and Stuart
Proctor, Jr., president, National Turkey Federa-
tion; Gov. Pedro Rosselld of Puerto Rico; and
President Andres Pastrana of Colombia. The
President also referred to Kidwell Farm at Frying
Pan Park in Fairfax County, VA, future home of
the turkey. A portion of these remarks could not
be verified because the tape was incomplete.

right around the corner. Today I'd like to speak
with you about the remarkable rise of the Inter-
net as a destination for holiday shopping and
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about how we can ensure that on-line commerce
will live up to its enormous promise.

On Thanksgiving, beyond our family’s per-
sonal blessings, my family and I gave thanks
for the enormous prosperity America is carrying
forward into the 21st century. One of the key
reasons our economy continues to thrive, with
the longest peacetime expansion in history, is
that we're making the most of new technologies.
Especially, the Internet and other information
technologies are revolutionizing our economy,
powering one-third of our economic growth.

As the Vice President will make clear in a
report he’ll soon release, few applications of in-
formation technology have more potential than
electronic commerce. During the holiday season
alone, on-line shopping could exceed $9 billion,
doubling or even tripling the on-line totals for
the same period last year.

About 4 million American families will buy
some of their gifts on-line for the first time
this holiday season. I intend to join them, be-
cause on-line shopping has significant benefits
not just for consumers and large, established
retailers. On-line commerce also opens a world
of opportunity for local artisans and small entre-
preneurs.

As with shopping in stores, when consumers
shop on the Internet, they must take basic pre-
cautions to ensure that what they see is what
they get. To help familiarize on-line consumers
with these precautions, the Federal Trade Com-
mission has prepared a useful check list. You
can find the complete checklist at
WWW.CONSUMET.ZOV.

But today I'd like to emphasize at least some
of the essentials. First, in the on-line world,
you must pay close attention to details. Carefully
check for shipping and delivery dates, for extra
fees, warranties, return policies, and phone
numbers to call if you run into a problem. Sec-
ond, always buy with a credit card. With credit
cards you are protected by Federal law against

unauthorized charges. Third, guard your privacy
at all times. Look for the unbroken key or pad-
lock symbols on the order page to ensure that
your credit card information will be transmitted
securely. Don’t share passwords with anyone,
and be sure to read the merchant’s privacy pol-
icy to see what information is being collected
about you and how it will be used.

I'm pleased to announce that, thanks to the
leadership of Vice President Gore, many leading
companies and organizations, including the Bet-
ter Business Bureau’s OnLine, American Ex-
press, MasterCard, Dell, Get Netwise, eBay,
America OnLine, and Amazon.com, all are join-
ing with us to protect and educate consumers
this holiday season. Many are distributing guides
to help people shop on-line safely and wisely.
Some are offering financial guarantees that go
above and beyond Federal law. If we want
Internet commerce to continue to grow, we all
must work together to make sure that shopping
on-line is just as safe as shopping in a mall.

I'd like to close today by asking all of you
to think not only about using the Internet to
buy gifts for friends and family but also to give
more lasting gifts to our community and our
future. As I discovered during the philanthropy
conference we held at the White House last
month, charitable websites, like Helping.org,
have made signing up to contribute time or
money in your community as easy as checking
on the weather. So this holiday season, let’s use
every avenue possible, including the Internet,
to give something back to our communities.

Enjoy the rest of your Thanksgiving weekend,
and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:17 p.m. on
November 26 at Camp David, MD, for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. on November 27. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 26 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Ulster Unionist Council Vote on the Northern Ireland

Peace Process
November 27, 1999

I welcome this historic step toward lasting
peace in Northern Ireland and congratulate
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David Trimble on his leadership in bringing
about a successful vote in the Ulster Unionist
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