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as possible and that the Independent Inter-
national Commission on Decommissioning, led
by General de Chastelain, should play the cen-
tral role in achieving this, under the terms of
the Good Friday accord.

I applaud the persistence that the parties have
shown through the last 10 weeks of grueling

negotiations. Now the parties must move for-
ward to implement the agreement in full and
carry out their obligations as spelled out in the
Good Friday accord.

I want to express my personal appreciation
to George Mitchell for his remarkable work.

Statement on United Nations Sanctions Against the Taliban

November 15, 1999

Today the President of the United Nations
Security Council certified that the economic
sanctions against the Taliban laid out in Resolu-
tion 1267 one month ago are now in effect.
These sanctions are being implemented because
the Taliban has spurned the unanimous demand
of the Security Council and refused to deliver
Usama bin Ladin to a country where he can
face justice for his acts of terrorism, including
the bombing of America’s Embassies in Nairobi
and Dar es Salaam.

The international community has again spoken
with one voice, and its resolve to combat the
threat of international terrorism is clear. The
U.N. sanctions parallel the unilateral ones that
the United States placed on the Taliban in July
and will result in the restriction of landing rights
of airlines owned, leased, or operated by or on

behalf of the Taliban, the freezing of Taliban
accounts around the world, and the prohibition
of investment in any undertaking owned or con-
trolled by the Taliban. I ask all the nations of
the world to do their utmost so that these sanc-
tions are implemented fully and swiftly.

The message to the Taliban is unmistakable:
bin Ladin’s training camps must be closed; the
threats and operational activity must cease, and
bin Ladin must answer for his crimes. The peo-
ple of Afghanistan have already paid a high price
in isolation because of the Taliban’s continued
harboring of this terrorist, and that toll will now
increase. It is time for the Taliban to heed the
will of the United Nations and end the threat
of terrorism that emanates from within Afghani-
stan.

Remarks on Receiving the Order of the State of the Turkish Republic

Award in Ankara
November 15, 1999

First of all, let me thank you for this beautiful
Order of State award. You know, in my country,
they give you these awards normally when
youre one step away from death. [Laughter]
It's quite a wonderful thing to receive one when
at least you still feel quite normal. [Laughter]
And particularly, an award that symbolizes our
shared values and the long friendship between
our two countries, one that goes back in many
ways to the beginning of our country and, clear-
ly, for the last 50 years, back to the beginning
of the Truman Doctrine and the commitment
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of the United States to the security and integrity
of Turkey.

In these last 50 years, we have been partners
from Korea to Kosovo, against aggression and
oppression, and as we look ahead to the future,
we will have many opportunities for richer and
deeper partnerships.

I would just briefly observe that it is an irony
of history that we are on the edge of a new
millennium—which will be shaped by unbeliev-
able advances in technology, an explosion in in-
formation, and great leaps forward in science—
but the biggest problem the world has is that
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