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humility that this century’s great troubles leave
to every thinking person.

Turkey has come so far over so many barriers
in so short a time. It was, after all, only 61
years ago this week that Ataturk died. Prime
Minister Ecevit was one of the schoolchildren
who filed into the palace to pay their respects
to the fallen leader. All of you are the youth
he advised in his most unselfish mandate near
the end: to continue to think for yourselves,
to always reexamine your beliefs, and to reshape
democracy, generation after generation after
generation.

What Turkey has generated in this century
is a living example of what all people can do
to claim a better destiny for themselves. A new
century now lies untested before us. It is an

enormous opportunity. By deepening the demo-
cratic revolution embodied by, and still ema-
nating from, this very chamber, Turkey can do
more than serve its own people well. By your
example and your exertion, you can truly inspire
the world.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. in the
General Assembly Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Turkish Grand National Assembly
Speaker Yildirim Akbulut and Deputy Speaker
Ahmet Ibrahim; President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq; Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit and President
Suleyman Demirel of Turkey; and United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Statement on Federal Regulations on Children’s Health Insurance
November 15, 1999

Today I am proud to announce a new rule
that will make it easier for children to get health
insurance coverage and tougher for noncustodial
parents to avoid paying for it. This regulation,
issued by the Department of Health and Human
Services, streamlines the process of holding non-
custodial parents to child support agreements
that require them to provide for their children’s
health care needs. The Department of Labor
also published a companion regulation today
providing guidance to group health plans about
this new process. With these rules, we are help-
ing to guarantee that children get the health
insurance they have been promised.

These new steps build on my administration’s
longstanding commitment to effective child sup-
port enforcement. Since 1992, collections have
increased by 80 percent, and the number of
families receiving support has increased by 60
percent. Just last year approximately 2.8 million
parents delinquent in child support payments
were identified, and child support enforcement
measures that I signed into law are projected
to increase collections by billions of dollars over
the next 10 years. We all have a responsibility
for the well-being of the next generation. To-
day’s action helps ensure that parents paying
child support meet that responsibility.

Statement on the Report on Implementation of the Good Friday Accord
November 15, 1999

I am heartened by George Mitchell’s interim
report issued in Belfast today, stating that he
is increasingly confident that a way will be found
to resolve the current impasse in implementing
the Good Friday accord. I look forward to the
parties’ statements on their positions in the next
day or so.

Senator Mitchell has concluded that the pro-
agreement parties and the governments share
the view that devolution should occur and the
political institutions should be established at the
earliest possible date. He has also concluded
that it is common ground that decommissioning
of paramilitary weapons should occur as quickly
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as possible and that the Independent Inter-
national Commission on Decommissioning, led
by General de Chastelain, should play the cen-
tral role in achieving this, under the terms of
the Good Friday accord.

I applaud the persistence that the parties have
shown through the last 10 weeks of grueling

negotiations. Now the parties must move for-
ward to implement the agreement in full and
carry out their obligations as spelled out in the
Good Friday accord.

I want to express my personal appreciation
to George Mitchell for his remarkable work.

Statement on United Nations Sanctions Against the Taliban
November 15, 1999

Today the President of the United Nations
Security Council certified that the economic
sanctions against the Taliban laid out in Resolu-
tion 1267 one month ago are now in effect.
These sanctions are being implemented because
the Taliban has spurned the unanimous demand
of the Security Council and refused to deliver
Usama bin Ladin to a country where he can
face justice for his acts of terrorism, including
the bombing of America’s Embassies in Nairobi
and Dar es Salaam.

The international community has again spoken
with one voice, and its resolve to combat the
threat of international terrorism is clear. The
U.N. sanctions parallel the unilateral ones that
the United States placed on the Taliban in July
and will result in the restriction of landing rights
of airlines owned, leased, or operated by or on

behalf of the Taliban, the freezing of Taliban
accounts around the world, and the prohibition
of investment in any undertaking owned or con-
trolled by the Taliban. I ask all the nations of
the world to do their utmost so that these sanc-
tions are implemented fully and swiftly.

The message to the Taliban is unmistakable:
bin Ladin’s training camps must be closed; the
threats and operational activity must cease, and
bin Ladin must answer for his crimes. The peo-
ple of Afghanistan have already paid a high price
in isolation because of the Taliban’s continued
harboring of this terrorist, and that toll will now
increase. It is time for the Taliban to heed the
will of the United Nations and end the threat
of terrorism that emanates from within Afghani-
stan.

Remarks on Receiving the Order of the State of the Turkish Republic
Award in Ankara
November 15, 1999

First of all, let me thank you for this beautiful
Order of State award. You know, in my country,
they give you these awards normally when
you’re one step away from death. [Laughter]
It’s quite a wonderful thing to receive one when
at least you still feel quite normal. [Laughter]
And particularly, an award that symbolizes our
shared values and the long friendship between
our two countries, one that goes back in many
ways to the beginning of our country and, clear-
ly, for the last 50 years, back to the beginning
of the Truman Doctrine and the commitment

of the United States to the security and integrity
of Turkey.

In these last 50 years, we have been partners
from Korea to Kosovo, against aggression and
oppression, and as we look ahead to the future,
we will have many opportunities for richer and
deeper partnerships.

I would just briefly observe that it is an irony
of history that we are on the edge of a new
millennium—which will be shaped by unbeliev-
able advances in technology, an explosion in in-
formation, and great leaps forward in science—
but the biggest problem the world has is that
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