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requirement for designation as a major drug
transit country under current legislation.

Malaysia. Malaysia was removed from the ma-
jors list last year because drug flow estimates
did not indicate that drugs transiting the country
had reached the United States in significant
quantities.

North Korea. Our observations to date have
been unable to confirm reports that significant
quantities of opium poppy may be under cultiva-
tion in North Korea or that heroin originating
in the country may be entering the international
drug trade. We continue, however, to monitor
the situation. If we confirm that there is indeed
significant poppy cultivation, or that North
Korea is a transit point for drugs significantly
affecting the United States, I will add the coun-
try to the majors list.

Syria and Lebanon. We removed Syria and
Lebanon from the majors list 2 years ago after
we determined that there was no significant
opium poppy cultivation in Lebanon’s Biqa’ Val-
ley. Recent surveys have confirmed that there
has been no detectable replanting of opium
poppy, and we have no evidence that drugs
transiting these countries significantly affect the
United States. We continue, however, to keep
the area under observation.

Turkey and Other Balkan Route Countries.
We remain concerned about the large volume
of Southwest Asian heroin moving through Tur-
key and neighboring countries to Western Eu-
rope along the Balkan Route. We have no clear
evidence, however, that this heroin significantly
affects the United States as required for a coun-
try to be designated a major transit country.
In the event that we determine that heroin

transiting Turkey, Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia-Mon-
tenegro, Bosnia, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, or other European
countries on the Balkan Route significantly af-
fects the United States, I will add the relevant
countries to the majors list.

Major Cannabis Producers. While Kazakstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Morocco, the Philippines, and South
Africa are important cannabis producers, we
have not included them on the majors list since
in all cases the illicit cannabis is either con-
sumed locally or exported to countries other
than the United States. I have determined that
such illicit cannabis production does not signifi-
cantly affect the United States.

Central Asia. We have conducted probes in
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, traditional opium
poppy growing areas of the former Soviet Union.
These probes have not shown significant opium
poppy cultivation. If ongoing analysis reveals cul-
tivation of 1,000 hectares or more of poppy,
I will add the relevant countries to the majors
list.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Ted
Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam Gejden-
son, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
November 10, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question covering the period August 1,
1999, to September 30, 1999. The previous sub-
mission covered events during June and July
1999.

In an official working visit to the United
States, Turkish Prime Minister Ecevit and I had
a productive meeting on September 28. We ex-
changed views on a number of topics, including
Cyprus. I emphasized that reaching a just and
lasting solution to the Cyprus dispute remains
one of my highest priorities. The Prime Minister
and I agreed that there cannot be a solution
to the Cyprus problem that would return the
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situation to what it was before 1974: all Cypriots
must live in security. Prime Minister Ecevit sup-
ported my idea that my Special Emissary for
Cyprus, Alfred H. Moses, travel to the region
to explore ways to move forward on the Cyprus
issue, in particular by starting comprehensive
talks with no pre-condition under U.N. auspices,
as called for by the G–8.

The international community mourned the
death of Greek Alternate Foreign Minister

Kranidiotis. His passing is a true loss for Greece
and Cyprus.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Ukraine-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
November 10, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the United States
of America and Ukraine on Mutual Legal Assist-
ance in Criminal Matters with Annex, signed
at Kiev on July 22, 1998. I transmit also, for
the information of the Senate, an exchange of
notes which was signed on September 30, 1999,
which provides for its provisional application, as
well as the report of the Department of State
with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. The Treaty should be
an effective tool to assist in the prosecution of
a wide variety of crimes, including drug traf-
ficking offenses. The Treaty is self-executing. It
provides for a broad range of cooperation in
criminal matters. Mutual assistance available

under the Treaty includes: taking of testimony
or statements of persons; providing documents,
records, and articles of evidence; serving docu-
ments; locating or identifying persons; transfer-
ring persons in custody for testimony or other
purposes; executing requests for searches and
seizures; assisting in proceedings related to re-
straint, confiscation, forfeiture of assets, restitu-
tion, and collection of fines; and any other form
of assistance not prohibited by the laws of the
requested state.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 10, 1999.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a National Coalition of Minority Business Award Dinner
November 10, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you. Whew!
This is a pretty rowdy crowd tonight. We may
have to sing that song before we’re done.
[Laughter]

Chairman Garrett, when you were sort of in-
troducing Weldon, and you kept reading all
those quotes about his influence, and this, that,

and the other thing—and I thought, this can
all be distilled in one sentence: Bill Clinton does
what he asked him to. [Laughter]

I want to thank Weldon and Mel for having
me here. And I want to thank you, Chairman
Garrett, and the board and all of you who made
this dinner possible tonight. I want to thank
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