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was, we could never unlock the mysteries of
the human gene unless we had this remarkable
revolution in computers, which can literally
allow us to map these microscopic things that
make up our body.

Here’s the point I want to make to all of
you here in Englewood—the most important
thing that was said all night long. This big pro-
fessor from Harvard who understands things
about the human gene structure that I couldn’t
even describe said something I'll remember for
the rest of my life. He said all human beings,
genetically—all human beings—are 99.9 percent
the same. And then he said, if you took any
given racial or ethnic group—let’s say you took
100 people from west Africa and 100 Chinese
and 100 people from Mexico and 100 people
from India and 100 people from Ireland, the
genetic differences of the individuals within each
group would be significantly greater than the
genetic differences from group to group—that
is, between any group of Irish and group of
Chinese or group of Africans or group of Mexi-
cans. You remember that.

You've got to believe. Just look at this high
school. Look at the alumni of this high school.
This high school’s produced poets, Cabinet sec-
retaries, the first African-American astronaut;

Lorraine Hansberry, the playwright of the won-
derful play “A Raisin in the Sun.”

Now—you're going to hear from a young man
later who will do this better than me, but one
of the greatest lines in “A Raisin in the Sun”—
you ought to go back and read it—is, a character
says, “All God’s children got wings.” That’s an-
other way of saying, genetically, we’re 99.9 per-
cent the same.

Do you believe that? Do you believe that
all God’s children got wings? Then you have
to believe that all God’s children can fly.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Englewood High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Illinois State Treasurer Judy
Baar Topinka; Samuel Williams, principal, Engle-
wood High School; David Shryock, partner, SB
Partners LP; Jack Greenberg, chief executive offi-
cer, McDonald’s Corp.; civil rights leader Jesse
Jackson; Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago; Ed-
ward M. Liddy, chief executive officer, Allstate
Insurance Co.; Vinton G. Cerf, senior vice presi-
dent of Internet architecture and technology,
MCI WorldCom; and Eric Lander, director,
Whitehead Institute/MIT Center for Genome Re-
search.

Statement on Foreign Operations Appropriations Legislation

November 5, 1999

I am pleased that we have reached an agree-
ment with congressional leaders on a budget
that will permit America to advance its most
critical priorities around the world. This agree-
ment meets our commitments to the Middle
East peace process, funds our efforts to safe-
guard nuclear weapons and expertise in the
former Soviet Union, makes an initial investment

in debt relief for impoverished countries, includ-
ing in Africa and Latin America, and allows us
to do our part in bringing stability and democ-
racy to southeast Europe. I hope this marks
the start of a bipartisan effort to ensure that
America has not only the will but the resources
to lead.

Statement on Senate Ratification of the Child Labor Convention

November 5, 1999

I am pleased that the Senate has given its
consent to ratification of the Convention on the
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labor.

1996

In June I traveled to Geneva for the annual
meeting of the International Labor Organization
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