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Oct. 27 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Dole, and his wife Elizabeth; former Representa-
tive Robert H. Michel; and former Secretary of
Defense Melvin R. Laird. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included

the remarks of the former President Gerald R.
Ford, former First Lady Betty Ford, and Speaker
J. Dennis Hastert.

Statement on the Attack at the Armenian Parliament
October 27, 1999

I am shocked and saddened by today’s armed
attacks in the Armenian Parliament. I condemn
this senseless act against individuals actively en-
gaged in building democracy in their country.
The victims and their families are in our
thoughts and prayers.

The United States has built strong ties with
Armenia, focused on helping the Armenian peo-

ple build a prosperous, secure, and democratic
future. At this time of tragedy, we renew our
support for the Armenian people and their lead-
ers as they continue to build on the principles
that today’s victims have so courageously em-
bodied.

Joint Declaration by President William Jefferson Clinton and European
Commission President Romano Prodi
October 27, 1999

1. President Clinton and President Prodi held
a wide-ranging discussion on 27 October about
the prospects for launching a new Round of
trade negotiations in the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) next month at Seattle. There was
an essential overlap of interests and a desire
to collaborate closely to bridge remaining dif-
ferences.

2. They recalled the EU–U.S. Bonn Declara-
tion of June 1999, where we agreed that ‘‘to-
gether we can advance our shared values, our
common security and our mutual prosperity
more effectively than either of us alone. To-
gether . . . we can face . . . the complexity
of ensuring that democracy and free markets
improve tangibly the lives of people in a rapidly
globalizing world.’’

3. Mindful of the essential role played by
the multilateral trading system in supporting
over the last 50 years the greatest economic
expansion in history and more recently in con-
taining the adverse impacts of economic
downturns in Asia and elsewhere, the two lead-
ers agreed to strive to secure agreement in Se-
attle to launch a new Round of global trade
negotiations.

4. Their discussions concentrated on the pos-
sible topics for a new Round and how to provide
momentum for a successful launch at Seattle.
Not only agriculture and services, but a number
of other issues need to be included, to meet
the U.S. and EU’s respective interests and those
of our partners, but also to ensure that the
WTO continues to be a leading part of the
solution to the problems that will confront the
global economy in the next century. In this re-
spect, they discussed topics such as comprehen-
sive market access; greater coherence in inter-
national economic policy making to complement
and enhance the work underway in the Bretton
Woods institutions and other UN agencies; gov-
ernment procurement (including transparency
and market access); foreign direct investment;
electronic commerce (including extension of the
moratorium agreed last May); competition; trade
facilitation; trade-related intellectual property
rights protection (TRIPS); technical barriers to
trade; and the issue of early agreements, provi-
sional where necessary. While differences re-
main between the United States and the Euro-
pean Union as to the most appropriate scope
for the forthcoming negotiations, both sides
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