AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Oct. 21

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in

Colombia
October 20, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to sig-

nificant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia that was declared in Executive Order 12978
of October 21, 1995.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
October 20, 1999.

Remarks to the National Association of Police Organizations

October 21, 1999

Thank you very much, Tom. Congressman
Stupak, Representatives Larson and Udall, thank
you for being here. And I want to thank in
their absence Senator Biden and Senator Leahy.
Senator Biden had to go cast a very important
vote in the Congress. He was here earlier.

I also want to thank the executive director
of NAPO, Bob Scully, who has been a great
friend to this administration and a great fighter
for our police initiatives. And I want to intro-
duce formally our new director of the COPS
program, Tom Frazier, the former Baltimore Po-
lice Commissioner. Thank you, Tom, for your
willingness to serve. Please stand up so they
can see you.

I also have a note which says we are joined
today by Attorney General Nixon of Missouri
and Mayor Lafuente of Poughkeepsie, New
York, so I welcome them here.

I look forward to this day every year, to honor
the people who are standing behind me. They
honor us every day just by going to work. And
they, I am sure, would be the first to tell you
that even though they have done really magnifi-
cent things deserving of the honor of America’s
Top Cops, that they really stand in the shoes
of thousands, indeed, tens of thousands of others
who do the right thing day-in and day-out to
make America a safer place.

In 1968, in his last campaign, Robert Kennedy
said the fight against crime “is a fight to pre-
serve that quality of community which is at the
root of our greatness.”

Those we honor today are at the forefront
of that fight and, therefore, exemplify that great-
ness. They have performed astonishing acts of
valor and humanity, crossing the line of fire
to rescue downed officers; being shot and
wounded, yet, managing to return fire and sub-
due an assailant; flying across the Alaska wilder-
ness to singlehandedly capture five armed kid-
nappers; spotting a dangerous gas leak and evac-
uating 200 citizens moments before the apart-
ment building exploded.

These and other amazing stories aren’t from
the TV shows; they actually happened. They
represent in dramatic form the kind of profes-
sional police work that goes on every day. Just
last week, three brave officers were ambushed
and killed and two others were wounded by
a gunman in Pleasanton, Texas. We mourn their
passing and offer our prayers for their families
and their fellow officers. Every day, every officer
that puts on a badge knows that he or she,
too, may be called upon to put life on the line.

As has already been said by the Deputy Attor-
ney General and by Congressman Stupak and
by Tom, America today is a safer place as a
result. We had years, in times past, when the
crime rate would go down a little, and then
it would go up a little, but the trendline was
always up, with a few welcome downs. But this
year, as the Justice Department reported this
week—excuse me, for last year—the crime rate
fell again in all categories, in all parts of the
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