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Several policy matters addressed in the bill
are also problematic. One provision would ham-
per the Export-Import Bank’s ability to be re-
sponsive to American exporters by requiring that
the Congress be notified of dozens of additional
kinds of transactions before the Bank can offer
financing. Another provision would allow the Ex-
port-Import Bank to operate without a quorum
until March 2000. I have nominated two individ-
uals to the Bank’s Board, and they should be
confirmed.

A third provision could be read to prevent
the United States from engaging in diplomatic
efforts to promote a cost-effective, global solu-
tion to climate change. A fourth provision places
restrictions on assistance to Indonesia that could
harm our ability to influence the objectives we
share with the Congress: ensuring that Indonesia
honors the referendum in East Timor and that
security is restored there, while encouraging de-
mocracy and economic reform in Indonesia. Fi-
nally, this bill contains several sections that, if
treated as mandatory, would encroach on the
President’s sole constitutional authority to con-
duct diplomatic negotiations.

In sum, this appropriations bill undermines
important American interests and ignores the
lessons that have been at the core of our bipar-
tisan foreign policy for the last half century.
Like the Senate’s recent vote to defeat the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty, this bill reflects an
inexcusable and potentially dangerous compla-
cency about the opportunities and risks America
faces in the world today. I therefore am return-
ing this bill without my approval.

I look forward to working with the Congress
to craft an appropriations bill that I can support,
one that maintains our commitment to pro-
tecting the Social Security surplus, properly ad-
dressing our shared goal of an America that
is strong at home and strong abroad, respected
not only for our leadership, but for the vision
and commitment that real leadership entails.
The American people deserve a foreign policy
worthy of our great country, and I will fight
to ensure that they continue to have one.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
October 18, 1999.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Nuclear

Regulatory Commission
October 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 307(c) of the Energy
Reorganization Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5877(c)),
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of the
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

which covers activities that occurred in fiscal
year 1998.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
October 18, 1999.

Remarks on Assistance for Areas Affected by Hurricane Floyd and an
Exchange With Reporters in Newark, New Jersey

October 18, 1999

The President. 1 want to begin my visit to
New Jersey by announcing several steps our ad-
ministration is taking, either today or previously
over the weekend, to deliver Federal assistance
to the citizens in the communities of New Jersey

that were hurt and are recovering from the flood
damage caused by Hurricane Floyd. We're
doing all we can, and I hope these steps will

help.
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