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of our financial system, but that’s a proud his-
tory that stretches back 130 years now.

When our country was awash in counterfeit
currency after the Civil War, America turned
to the Secret Service. When three Presidents
were assassinated in four decades, America
turned to the Secret Service, broadening the
mandate at the beginning of this century to in-
clude protective duties.

Now, with the new challenges we face in a
new and rapidly changing world, America still
turns to the Secret Service. You are out there
every day, fighting telecommunications fraud,
credit card fraud, computer crimes, counter-
feiting, abuses of Government programs, taking
on your investigative and protective assignments
across the country and all around the world.

Regardless of the times or the tasks, there
has always been a thread of honor and integrity,
trust, and true confident performance, also, a
remarkable ability to adapt to change and chal-

lenge. Those values are symbolized in this build-
ing. It is a solid, solid building, standing on
a firm foundation but looking toward the future.

So, today, I’m honored to join you in dedi-
cating this building and honoring the memory
of those who gave their lives for what you do
every day and in saying a special, special word
of profound appreciation for the many sacrifices
so many have made for me and my family and
our country.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:47 p.m. in the
Conference Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Rev. Monsignor Peter J. Vaghi, pastor, St. Pat-
rick’s Church, who gave the invocation; and Debra
L. Worley, headquarters consolidation project
manager, and Larry Cockell, Special Agent-in-
Charge, Presidential Protective Division, U.S. Se-
cret Service.
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I am pleased to nominate Gen. Ralph E.
Eberhart, United States Air Force, to be Com-
mander in Chief, United States Space Com-
mand; Commander in Chief, North American
Aerospace Defense Command; Commander, Air
Force Space Command; and Department of De-
fense Manager for Space Transportation Systems
Contingency Support. If confirmed by the Sen-
ate, General Eberhart will succeed Gen. Richard
B. Myers.

General Eberhart currently serves as the
Commander of the Air Combat Command. Over
a distinguished career, General Eberhart has
gained extensive operational and planning expe-
rience and demonstrated tremendous leadership
ability. A Command Pilot, he commanded the
10th Tactical Fighter Squadron, the 363d Tac-

tical Fighter Wing, U.S. Forces Japan, and the
5th Air Force, as well as Air Combat Command.
His broad professional experience also includes
significant tours on the Joint Staff and Air Staff
in the Pentagon and on the staff of Commander
in Chief, U.S. Air Forces, Europe.

General Eberhart assumes the post of Com-
mander in Chief, United States Space Com-
mand, at a time when U.S. capabilities in space
have become critical to our economic prosperity,
our position of leadership in the world, and our
national security. He will be charged with pro-
tecting and extending those capabilities, and as
well as taking on new responsibilities for infor-
mation operations. I have the utmost trust and
confidence in his ability to do so.
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