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I think the United States and Canada are among
the most fortunate countries in the world be-
cause we have such diversity; sometimes con-
centrated, like the Inuits in the north; some-
times widely dispersed within a certain area,
like the diversity of Vancouver. We are fortunate
because life is more interesting and fun when
there are different people who look differently
and think differently and find their way to God
differently. It’s an interesting time. And because
we all have to grow and learn when we confront
people who are different than we are, and in-
stead of looking at them in fear and hatred
and dehumanization, we look at them and see
a mirror of ourselves and our common human-
ity.

I think if we will keep this in mind—what
is most likely to advance our common humanity

in a smaller world; and what is the arrangement
of government most likely to give us the best
of all worlds—the integrity we need, the self-
government we need, the self-advancement we
need—without pretending that we can cut all
the cords that bind us to the rest of humanity—
I think more and more and more people will
say, “This federalism, it's not such a bad idea.”
Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Chateau Mont-Tremblant. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada;
Premier Lucien Bouchard of Quebec; President
Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico; and U.S. Ambassador
to Canada Gordon Giffin. The Executive order
on Federalism is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Statement on an Inappropriate Metaphor Used in Discussing the Irish

Peace Process
October 8, 1999

Earlier today, in a discussion of the Irish
peace process, I used a metaphor that was inap-

propriate. I want to express my regret for any
offense my remark caused.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States

Forces to East Timor
October 8, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On September 15, 1999, the United Nations
Security Council, under Chapter VII of the
Charter, authorized the establishment of a mul-
tinational force to restore peace and security
in East Timor, to protect and support the
United Nations Mission in FEast Timor
(UNAMET), and, within force capabilities, to
facilitate humanitarian assistance operations. In
support of this multinational effort, I directed
a limited number of U.S. military forces to de-
ploy to East Timor to provide support to the
multinational force (INTERFET) being assem-
bled under Australian leadership to carry out
the mission described in Security Council Reso-
lution 1264. United States support to the multi-
national force has thus far been limited to com-
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munications, intelligence, logistics, planning as-
sistance, and transportation.

Recently, I authorized the deployment of the
amphibious ship, USS BELLEAU WOOD
(LHA 3), and her embarked helicopters, to the
East Timor region, including Indonesian waters,
to provide helicopter airlift and search and res-
cue support to the multinational operation. Also,
embarked in BELLEAU WOOD is a portion
of her assigned complement of personnel from
the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Op-
erations Capable) (MEU (SOC)). At this time,
I do not anticipate that the embarked Marines
will be deployed ashore, with the exception of
the temporary deployment of a communications
element to support air operations.
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At this point, it is not possible to predict
how long this operation will continue. The dura-
tion of the deployment depends upon the course
of events in East Timor and may include rota-
tion of naval assets and embarked aircraft.
United States support for this multinational ef-
fort will continue until transition to a U.N.
peacekeeping force is complete. It is, however,
our objective to redeploy U.S. forces as soon
as circumstances permit.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief

The President’s Radio Address
October 9, 1999

Good morning. On Tuesday the Senate plans
to vote on whether to ratify the nuclear test
ban treaty. Today I want to emphasize why this
agreement is critical to the security and future
of all Americans.

Just imagine a world in which more and more
countries obtained nuclear weapons and more
and more destructive varieties. That may be the
single greatest threat to our children’s future.
And the single best way to reduce it is to stop
other countries from testing nuclear explosives
in the first place. That's exactly what the test
ban treaty will do.

The treaty is even more essential today than
it was when President Eisenhower proposed it
more than 40 years ago, or when President Ken-
nedy pursued it. It's more essential even than
when we signed it 3 years ago, because every
year the threat grows that nuclear weapons will
spread in the Middle East, the Persian Gulf,
and Asia, to areas where American troops are
deployed, to regions with intense rivalries, to
rogue leaders, and perhaps even to terrorists.

The test ban treaty gives us our best chance
to control this threat. A hundred and fifty-four
countries have already signed it, including Rus-
sia, China, Japan, Israel, Iran, and all our Euro-
pean allies. Many nations have already ratified
it, including 11 of our NATO Allies, including
nuclear powers France and Britain. But for 2
years after I submitted the treaty to the Senate
for ratification, there had been absolutely no
action.

Executive. I am providing this report as part
of my efforts to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion. I appreciate the support of the Congress
in this action.

Sincerely,

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Now, only a week has been allotted to con-
sider it. That is especially disturbing since the
issue has been politicized, apparently with large
numbers of Republican Senators committing to
their leader to vote against it without even giv-
ing the issue serious consideration or hearing
the arguments.

Now, a week is not enough time for an issue
of this profound importance. That's why I've
said I want to see the vote postponed so we
can have a thorough debate that addresses all
the legitimate concerns.

The stakes are high. If our Senate rejected
this treaty outright, it would be the first time
the Senate has rejected a treaty since the Treaty
of Versailles, which established the League of
Nations after World War I. We all know what
America’s walking away from the world after
World War I brought us: in the Depression and
the Second World War. If our Senate rejected
this treaty, it would be a dangerous U-turn away
from our role as the world’s leader against the
spread of nuclear weapons. It would say to every
country in the world, “Well, the United States
isn’t going to test, but we're giving all of you
a green light to test, develop, and deploy nuclear
weapons.”

Last year rival nuclear explosions by India
and Pakistan shook the world. Now both coun-
tries have indicated their willingness to sign the
test ban treaty. But if our Senate defeats it,
can we convince India and Pakistan to forgo
more tests? America has been the world’s leader

1741



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T11:54:06-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




