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crime was a hate crime may be presented to
the sentencing authority as an aggravating factor
in the determination of the appropriate sen-
tence. As in the case of laws that apply in civil-
ian courts, this rule sends a strong message that
violence based on hatred will not be tolerated.
In particular, the rules provide that the sen-
tencing authority may consider whether the of-
fense was motivated by the victim’s race, color,
religion, national origin, ethnicity, gender, dis-
ability, or sexual orientation.

Second, the rules provide special procedures
for cases in which there are allegations of child
abuse and children are called to testify. The
new rules allow for televised testimony from
a location other than the courtroom and provide
for other special procedures to make it as easy
as possible for children who are witnesses to
testify completely and accurately. These provi-
sions are similar to those applied in most civilian
courts.

Third, the order adds a new evidentiary rule
to court-martial proceedings providing that most
statements to a psychotherapist are privileged.
The purpose of this change is to encourage can-
did confidential communications between pa-
tients and mental health professionals. It is simi-
lar to a privilege that is recognized by the Fed-
eral courts and courts of virtually all States. The
privilege is not absolute, and the exceptions
make clear that communications must still be
disclosed when necessary for the safety and se-
curity of military personnel and in other compel-
ling cases.

Finally, the new rules create the offense of
reckless endangerment as an additional crime
under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
This offense is similar to that found in most
State codes.

NOTE: The Executive order of October 6 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on Proposed Legislation To Protect Pensions
October 7, 1999

I commend Senators Moynihan, Jeffords,
Leahy, Robb, Kerrey, and Rockefeller and Rep-
resentatives Matsui, Weller, Andrews, Gejden-
son, Pomeroy, Bentsen, and Kelly for intro-
ducing the ‘‘Pension Reduction Disclosure Act
of 1999.’’ This important new legislation, devel-
oped in partnership with my administration, will
secure the right-to-know for American workers
when changes are being made to their private
pension retirement benefits. I applaud the lead-
ership of these Members of Congress in fur-
thering or effort to protect the retirement secu-
rity of American workers and look forward to
working with them to achieve speedy enactment
of this legislation.

Our voluntary, employment-based pension
system plays a critical role in providing income
security for American workers in retirement. In-
creasingly, employers are converting traditional,
employer-sponsored defined benefit plans to
cash balance and other new types of pension
plans. While these new types of pension plans
may provide enhanced benefits for some work-
ers, they also could result in other workers hav-

ing smaller pensions at retirement than they
would have if their old plan had continued.

Unfortunately, too few workers understand
the effects of these conversions. Too many work-
ers today are left in the dark about changes
to their retirement plan. In fact, under some
new plans, some workers may not even realize
that they have temporarily stopped earnings any
benefits at all. This is not right. It needs to
be changed.

This legislation would ensure that all Ameri-
cans have the necessary information to plan for
retirement. It would provide workers with mean-
ingful and timely notice of plan changes and
clearly demonstrate the impact of those changes
now and in the future. It would shine sunlight
on changes in retirement benefits. And it would
do this without unduly burdening employers. It
is truly a smart, commonsense measure, and
Congress should pass it.

The sponsoring Members and my administra-
tion worked closely together to develop this pro-
posal. I am grateful to Labor Secretary Alexis
Herman, Treasury Secretary Larry Summers,
and National Economic Council Director Gene
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Sperling for their hard work to provide this im-
portant new protection for American workers.

Statement on Senate Action on Proposed Education Appropriations
October 7, 1999

Today the Senate passed a spending bill that
woefully shortchanges America’s children. The
Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education appropriation bill fails to make vital
investments in our Nation’s children. It under-
mines the commitment we made last year to
hire quality teachers and reduce class size in
the early grades. It underfunds after-school pro-
grams and such important efforts as the GEAR
UP mentoring program.

If this bill were to come to me in its current
form, I would veto it. I have already sent Con-
gress a budget for the programs in this bill
that provides for essential investments and is
fully paid for. I urge Congress again to work
on a bipartisan basis to develop legislation that
truly strengthens public education and other key
national priorities.

This bill is a catalog of missed opportunities
and misguided priorities. I am particularly dis-
appointed that the Senate defeated a common-
sense measure to make schools accountable for
results. The Bingaman-Reed-Kerry amendment
would have set aside funds for States to turn
around failing schools. By rejecting it, the Sen-
ate lost a chance to make accountability more

than just a slogan. The Senate also rejected
amendments to increase the number of qualified
teachers in high-need districts and to help States
improve the quality of their teaching forces.

The Senate properly rejected two wrong-
headed amendments that would have hurt work-
ers. One would have barred implementation of
the ergonomics rule so key to safeguarding
worker health. The other would have barred
enforcement of the Davis-Bacon law in natural
disaster areas, a law which assures workers ap-
propriate wages.

While the Senate did make important strides
by committing to increase child-care funding
next year, the bill underfunds many other ef-
forts, including public health priorities in pre-
ventive and mental health, programs that give
millions of Americans better access to health
care and critical social services for vulnerable
families. The bill also does not provide aid to
families caring for elderly or ill relatives through
the family caregiver initiative. Even worse, in
expressing support for an across-the-board cut
in all discretionary programs, the Senate has
shown its unwillingness to address America’s
needs in a responsible and comprehensive way.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Reception in
New York City
October 7, 1999

Thank you. Please be seated.
Let me, first of all, thank Dennis and all

of you for this event and for your support for
the Democratic Senate Campaign Committee.
Senator Schumer was supposed to be here to-
night, but they’re voting late, so he’s working
for you, and I’m filling in for him. [Laughter]
That’s sort of getting prepared for my life after
the Presidency. I’m sort of the stand-in speaker
tonight for Chuck Schumer. [Laughter]

I’d like to thank you again for your support
for the Senators, and I’d like to thank, as I
always try to do, the people of New York City
and New York State for being so very good
to me and the Vice President and our whole
administration over these last 61⁄2 years.

I would like to just make a brief statement
about the event that we’re here for. I think
all of you know that we Democrats have main-
tained a constant commitment to the health care
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