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Those are the big challenges we face. And
to me this is a big part of it. Youre going
to have—the average 65-year-old person today
has a life expectancy of 82. The people being
born today, if the human genome project works
out right, might have a life expectancy of 100.
But if that’s true, in order to maintain their
quality of life and their health and not bankrupt
the hospitals, we’ll have to keep more and more
of them well with the proper kind of drug treat-
ment programs.

So you want the drug companies to be able
to continue to pioneer new drugs, but they've
got to be affordable, and they have to be acces-
sible.

Mr. Roberts. Thank you for your time, sir,
I appreciate it.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at approximately 3:40
p-m. at the Sheraton New York Hotel and Tower.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this interview.

Remarks on House Action on Proposed Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation
and an Exchange With Reporters in New York City

October 7, 1999

The President. This afternoon the House of
Representatives took an important and encour-
aging step in the effort to give the American
people a real Patients’ Bill of Rights. After re-
jecting watered-down legislation by substantial
votes, the House voted by a large margin to
approve a strong bipartisan Patients’ Bill of
Rights, sponsored by Congressmen Norwood
and Dingell.

The passage of this bill represents a major
victory for every family and every health plan.
It says you have the right to the nearest emer-
gency room care and the right to see a specialist.
It says you have the right to know you can’t
be forced to switch doctors in the middle of
a cancer treatment or a period of pregnancy.
And it says you have the right to hold your
health care plan accountable if it causes you
or a loved one grave harm.

It shows that America is no longer willing
to allow unfeeling practices of some health plans
to add to the pain of injury or disease. It proves
that America is committed to putting patients
first.

But let me be clear: We still have a lot of
work to do before this bill becomes the law
of the land. When the House and the Senate
negotiators meet, we must be sure the bill is
paid for, and when they meet in conference,
the Republican leaders must resist the urge to
weaken the patient protections guaranteed in
the Norwood-Dingell bill, and they must not
undo behind closed doors what has been done

in the public. They must also resist the urge
to load up the final legislation with poison pill
provisions that they know I can’t sign.

But today, let’s just congratulate the members
of both parties in the House of Representatives
for making a responsible choice in the face of
significant pressure to do otherwise.

I especially thank Congressman Norwood and
Congressman Dingell for their leadership and
for their dogged determination. We have shown
once again that, when we work together across
party lines, we can use this moment of pros-
perity to meet the greatest needs of the Amer-
ican people.

Thank you very much.

Q. Sir, what do you think made the dif-
ference? Yesterday you were almost conceding
defeat.

The President. 1 think a lot of work was done
by a lot of people, but I think in the end,
most people just went up there and voted for
what they thought was right. Now, you know,
there’s kind of an unusual parliamentary maneu-
ver of which you're all aware in which they've
tied another bill to it and sent them both to
conference. The other bill is one I don’t sup-
port. It would cost an awful lot of money and
help less than one percent of the uninsured
in America, most of whom can afford their own
health care policies anyway. And so we have
to watch things like that being done in the final
legislation. But a big majority of the House did
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vote for this bill, just as it was written, and
I'm very proud of them.

This is the sort of thing America wants us
to do. We can work together across party lines;
we can get things done. There will still be plenty
for the two parties to argue about in good con-
science in the coming election. No matter what
we do, we can deal with every challenge before
the Congress now, and there will still be things
to debate next November.

So I would hope that this is an omen of
more good things to come. And I'm certainly
prepared to do my part, and I'm very grateful
today. I talked to some Republican and Demo-
cratic House Members before the vote and en-
couraged them. And I'm very proud of all of
them. And I thank them.

Meeting With Teamsters President

Q. Could you tell us about your talks with
Hoffa?

The President. Excuse me?

Q. Could you tell us about your talks with
Jimmy Hoffa

The President. Oh, sure

Q. and did you ask him to not stand
in the way of an early endorsement of the AFL—
CIO for Gore?

The President. Actually, we didn’t talk much
about that. We talked about—this is the first
long personal visit we've had, although we've
worked on a lot of things. He thanked me for
the work that I'd done over the last 6% years.
We talked a little about that.

We talked about—interestingly enough, we
talked about Franklin Roosevelt and Frances
Perkins and the rise of the American labor
movement for some good amount of time; said
he was glad I was coming tonight, and that
President Roosevelt was the last President to
talk to the Teamsters.

And we talked quite a bit about trade and
about his strong feeling that we ought to make
sure that the safety provisions of NAFTA are
met. And I assured him that we were doing
everything we could to do just that and that
we would continue to do so.

He said he was deeply concerned that, ever
since the recession in Mexico and then the re-
cession in Asia, countries with whom we had
had a balance of trade or a small surplus we
now seem to be running large deficits with. He
was concerned about the rise of protectionism
in Europe. And we talked about that.

And that was—most of our conversation was
about that. We also talked about golf for prob-
ably too long. We had a good talk about golf.
We didn't talk too much about other politics,
and I said I look forward to seeing him tonight.

Thank you.

Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation

Q. Mr. President, do you have any reason
to believe the Senate will allow the right to
sue?

The President. Sure, if they listen to the
American people. That's what happened today.
I mean, 70 percent of our citizens want it; 70
percent of Republicans want it. And there’s a
way to do it. If they just look at their own
estimates—not mine, the Congressional Budget
Office—says it will add, at the most, $2 a month
a policy to have all the protections of the Pa-
tients” Bill of Rights. And that’s a good invest-
ment in our future.

Thanks.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. at the
Sheraton Towers. In his remarks, he referred to
James P. Hoffa, general president, International
Brotherhood of Teamsters.

Statement on the Manual for Courts-Martial

October 7, 1999

I have signed an Executive order amending
the Manual for Courts-Martial, which sets out
procedures for criminal trials in the Armed
Forces. The amendments make a number of
desirable changes to modernize the rules of evi-
dence that apply to court-martial proceedings
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and to take into account recent court decisions.
These changes have been recommended by a
committee of experts representing all the mili-
tary services.

There are four principal changes. First, the
new rules provide that evidence that a violent
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