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nuclear test 54 years ago in the New Mexico
desert. Their letter says, “It is imperative”—
underline imperative—"that the test ban treaty
be ratified.”

Let me just say one other thing. There may
be a suggestion here that our heart is over-
coming our head and all that. I'd like to give
you one example that I think refutes that on
another topic. One of the biggest disappoint-
ments I've had as President, a bitter disappoint-
ment for me, is that I could not sign in good
conscience the treaty banning landmines, be-
cause we have done more since I've been Presi-
dent to get rid of landmines than any country
in the world by far. We spend half the money
the world spends on demining. We have de-
stroyed over a million of our own mines.

I couldn’t do it because the way the treaty
was worded was unfair to the United States
and to our Korean allies in meeting our respon-
sibilities along the DMZ in South Korea and
because it outlawed our antitank mines while
leaving every other country’s intact. And I
thought it was unfair.

But it just killed me. But all of us who are
in charge of the Nation’s security engage our
heads, as well as our hearts. Thinking and feel-
ing lead you to the conclusion that this treaty
should be ratified.

Every single serious question that can be
raised about this kind of bomb, that kind of

bomb, what this country has, what's going on
here, there, and yonder, every single one of
them can be dealt with in the safeguard struc-
ture that is normally a product of every serious
treaty deliberation in the United States Senate.
And I say again, from the time of President
Eisenhower, the United States has led the world
in the cause of nonproliferation. We have new,
serious proliferation threats that our prede-
cessors have not faced. And it is all the more
imperative that we do everything we possibly
can to minimize the risks our children will face.

That is what you were trying to do. I thank
the Senators who are here with us today and
pray that they can swell their ranks by next
week.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 3:43 p.m in the
East Room at the White House following a meet-
ing with supporters of the Comprehensive Nu-
clear-Test-Ban Treaty. In his remarks, he referred
to former Senator and astronaut John Glenn, who
introduced the President; former Chairmen of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. John M. Shalikashvili,
USA (Ret.), Gen. David C. Jones, USA (Ret.), and
Adm. William J. Crowe, Jr., USN (Ret.); Nobel
Physics Prize recipients Charles H. Townes
(1964), Norman F. Ramsey (1989), and Val L.
Fitch (1980); and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
of Pakistan.
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I want to offer my deepest sympathies to the
families and friends of those who were injured
or killed in yesterday’s train crash in London.
This incident was particularly tragic because it
happened in such an everyday setting, as com-

muters headed towards another day at work.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Ameri-
cans who were among the injured and all the
victims and their families.

Remarks at a Ceremony Unveiling a Portrait of Former Secretary of

Commerce Mickey Kantor
October 6, 1999

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.
Secretary Daley, thank you for your comments
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and your extraordinary leadership. I thank
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