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Statement on Signing the Energy and Water Development Appropriations

Act, 2000
September 29, 1999

I have signed into law H.R. 2605, the “Energy
and Water Development Appropriations Act,
2000,” which provides $21.4 billion in discre-
tionary budget authority for the programs of the
Department of Energy, the Department of the
Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation, the Army
Corps of Engineers, and several smaller agen-
cies.

The Act provides necessary funding to main-
tain my Administration’s commitment to ensur-
ing the safety and reliability of our Nation’s nu-
clear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing.
The Act also provides funding to develop and
protect the Nation’s water resources.

I am disappointed that the Congress has not
included full funding for my request for the
Spallation Neutron Source, for additional safe-
guards and security reforms at the Department
of Energy laboratories, or for research and de-
velopment of renewable energy sources. I am
also disappointed that the Congress has provided
no funding for the Next Generation Internet
and Information Technology Initiatives. Also, I

note that the bill contains language that pro-
hibits the Army Corps of Engineers from study-
ing the full range of options for salmon recovery
in the Pacific Northwest. I will continue to work
with the Congress on this important national
priority. Finally, I am disappointed that the
Congress has not enacted my Harbor Services
Fund proposal, which would provide a stable
source of funding for port and harbor activities
and free up funds for other priority projects
and programs. My Administration will work with
the Congress on options for financing and in-
creasing support for these initiatives in the fu-
ture.

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
September 29, 1999.

NotE: H.R. 2605, approved September 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 106-60. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 30.

Remarks on Signing the Continuing Resolution and an Exchange With

Reporters
September 30, 1999

The President. Good afternoon. I wanted to
talk to you before I leave for New York about
two developments affecting our economy and
the progress we are making to build a stronger
one.

Today we have further evidence that our eco-
nomic strategy of fiscal discipline, investment
in our people, and expanded trade is working.
In the 12 years before I came to Washington,
irresponsible policies here quadrupled our debt.
That led us to high interest rates and high un-
employment, stagnant wages, and low growth.
The Vice President and I came here determined
to change all that, to put the American people
first and give them the tools to turn around
the American economy.

Over the last 6% years, the results speak for
themselves: the longest peacetime expansion in
history, more than 19 million new jobs, the low-
est unemployment in 29 years, the lowest wel-
fare rolls in 32 years, the first back-to-back sur-
pluses in 42 years, the largest surplus and the
highest homeownership in history.

Today I am pleased to announce another eco-
nomic milestone in the implementation of this
strategy. In its annual study on income and pov-
erty in America, the Census Bureau reports that
a typical household income rose $1,304 in just
one year, from $37,581 in 1997 to $38,885 in
1998. That's a 3.5 percent increase in a year,
tied for the largest since 1978, allowing Amer-
ican families more money for things that matter,
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